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ARCHES Student News

Team Newcastle Bids for the Enterprise World Cup

In June 2004, 10 student members of the newly
formed University SIFE (Student in Free
Enterprise) team competed against Cambridge,
Warwick and York Universities (among others)
to win the UK’s National SIFE Award. Their
reward for being National University Enterprise
Champions was to compete in SIFE’s annual
‘Enterprise Olympics’, against university teams
from around the world.

Raising sufficient sponsorship money to pay for
flights, hotel accommodation, branding and PR for
the team and their business advisers was no small
task, particularly as the USA-initiated SIFE
programme is new to the UK and therefore an
unknown quantity in terms of potential sponsor-
benefits. As this was the first year that the
Newcastle University had submitted a team, they
were also unsure what to expect from the Global
Final and the profile and opportunities it might
bring the individual members of the team, the
University and the North East Region. The team
was therefore extremely grateful to secure a
maximum grant of £1,000 from the Alumni
Project Fund to cover travel costs and expenses.

The SIFE team flew to Barcelona, wearing
sponsored Newcastle University Team UK 
polo-shirts, on 22 September taking with them a
personal endorsement from UK Prime Minister,
Tony Blair. On arrival (and wearing their
University and UK branding) they were a magnet
for the finalists from the other 37 participating
countries. This was only the beginning of a three-
day global ceremony at which the Newcastle
Team scored top points for popularity and
professionalism: ‘The Team from Newcastle
representing the UK did a fantastic job and won
the hearts and minds of many, both through the
quality of their presentation and work, but also
because they interacted with the other countries
present. They were great ambassadors for the
UK!’ said Sally Hopson, Retail MD, North Division
ASDA UK.

The SIFE Global Final presented a tremendous
personal and professional development
opportunity to all the students taking part. For the
first time the organizers held a recruitment fair for
participating students and presentations from the
37 finalists (from a pool of 1,700 entrants from 

42 countries) were judged by Chairman and CEOs
from the world’s largest companies. Harry
Schwaan, founder and CEO of Schwaan Foods
explained that these judges had taken the time to
participate because: ‘These young people are our
future leaders. SIFE provides them with an
opportunity to get to know each other and
explore culture differences which can only lead to
greater world harmony.’

Countries represented spanned from East to 
West and North to South. Communist China and
former communist countries like Albania and
Belarus jostled for position with African Nation
States and teams representing the developed
economies of the USA, Australasia and Western
Europe. It was an extraordinary celebration of
endeavour and energy with each university team
fielding examples of profitable and social
enterprise to enrich and sustain their local
communities. Eventual global winners were
Australia with the USA coming second and
Nigeria third. UK winners Newcastle achieved
seventh place overall.

Members of the University’s SIFE team celebrate their success.

Caroline Theobold, Director of 
the Bridge Club Ltd, accompanied
a team of Newcastle students as
UK student enterprise champions
to the student enterprise
‘World Cup’ in Barcelona.

The team were supported by the
work of the Enterprise Centre and
were part-funded by an award
from the Alumni Projects Fund.
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ARCHES Alumni Association

Convocation and Alumni Reunion Weekend 2005
Saturday 23 July

Reunion Weekend Lecture
David Shaw Lecture Theatre, Medical School
9.15 am-10.30 am
Professor Hugh Berrington
Personality Politics and Four Prime Ministers:
Chamberlain, Churchill, Thatcher and Blair
Professor Berrington has been cherised as a
lecturer by more than 30 years worth of politics
graduates. In the year of a general election and
on the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the
teaching of politics at Newcastle, join with us for
what promises to be a tour de force.

Coffee
Boardroom, Medical School
10.30 am-11.00 am

Convocation
David Shaw Lecture Theatre, Medical School
11.00 am-1.00 pm
The meeting of Convocation, which will be
chaired by Jack Jeffery CBE (BSc 1953, MSc 1960),
is the annual meeting at which alumni receive a
report from the Vice-Chancellor on the state of
the University. Convocation is an important
forum that provides you with an opportunity to
hear at first hand about the current state of the
University and exciting plans for its future.

This year Convocation has an important role to
play with the election of the alumni and alumni
branch representatives to serve on Alumni
Consultative Group, together with the Chair and
Vice-Chair of the Alumni Association. Please refer
to the insert box for further details on these
elections. All alumni are warmly invited to attend,
but should book in advance to ensure an
invitation to the Convocation lunch.

Annual Convocation Lunch
Boardroom, Medical School
1.00 pm-2.30 pm
This lunch is for alumni who have attended the
meeting of Convocation. The lunch will be hosted
by the Vice-Chancellor and the Chair of the
Alumni Association. It provides an opportunity for
the University to thank its alumni supporters.
There is no charge to attend, which is by invitation.

Introducing the 
Great North Museum
David Shaw Lecture Theatre, Medical School
2.30 pm-3.30 pm
The University is the lead partner in the £25.75m
Great North Museum project, which involves
extending and totally refurbishing the interior of
the existing Hancock Museum to bring together
the world renowned natural history collections
and archaeological treasures currently housed in
the Hancock and the University’s Museum of
Antiquities and Shefton Museum of Greek Art and
Archaeology. Come and find out more about the
plans from the people leading the project and share
in their excitement about a project that looks set to
make the University campus one of the top visitor
destinations in the North of England.

In conjunction with this presentation, all three
existing campus museums will be open for free
visits by alumni throughout the afternoon.

Celebrating Marine Technology
School of Marine Technology,
Armstrong Building 2.30 pm-5.00 pm
This summer is an exciting time to visit the School
of Marine Technology and meet old friends and
colleagues. The School, formed three years ago by
merging Marine Technology and Marine Science, is
celebrating one hundred years of teaching Naval
Architecture in Newcastle. The Cavitation Tunnel has

been operational for fifty years. 2005 is the year of
SeaBritain, and a highlight is the Tall Ships Race, with
Newcastle the only port of call on mainland Britain
for the 2005 Race. To celebrate all these events the
School is opening its doors for tours and visits by
marine and other alumni through the afternoon.
Come and see the expanded School, and find out
why Newcastle has remained one of the finest
Marine schools for a century.

Convocation Lecture
Curtis Auditorium, Herschel Building
5.30 pm-6.45 pm
Speaker to be confirmed
Convocation lecture is free to attend for all
alumni, staff and members of the public, but
tickets must be booked in advance via the
Development and Alumni Relations Office.
Contact DARO on +44 (0) 191 222 7250 or 
e-mail: alumni-office@ncl.ac.uk

Annual Reunion Drinks Reception
and Dinner
St. James’ Park 7.00 pm-1.00 am
This year the Reunion Dinner will be held at St.
James’ Park, the home of Newcastle United FC.
The three-course menu includes a jazz band, a 
pre-dinner drinks reception and two
complementary bottles of wine on each table.
■ Roast pepper and tomato soup with 

garlic croutons.
■ Roast saddle of lamb with apricot and mint 

studding – redcurrant jus.
(vegetarian option: Feta and Sweet Onion
Relish Cannelloni in a Compote of Tomato
and Mint)

■ Apple tart tatin with crème Anglaise and 
cinnamon ice cream.

■ Coffee and mints.
Tickets cost £28 per person. Reunion groups can
book tables to sit together. Places are limited so
please book early.

The University welcomes alumni, staff and guests to join us for our annual Convocation and
Alumni Reunion Weekend. This year’s reunion is timed to coincide with the visit of the 2005 
Tall Ships Race to Newcastle (see insert box), which will be one of the biggest events in the city
in recent years. Newcastle is the only port of call on mainland Britain for the 2005 Tall Ships Race,
and the participants will begin to arrive during the weekend.

Highlights of the Reunion Weekend 2005 programme include:
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Politics 50th Birthday 
Anniversary Reunion

A major reunion is being organized by the School
of Geography, Politics and Sociology in conjunction
with Convocation and Alumni Reunion Weekend
2005 to celebrate 50 years of the teaching of
politics at the University. Politics students and staff
from all years in the past half-century are
encouraged to return for a very special celebration.
There will be a number of specific events for the
politics reunion alongside the main programme
starting with an event on the evening of Friday 
22 July. If you studied politics but have not already
received a separate mailing with the politics
programme and booking form, then please contact
DARO on +44 (0) 191 222 7250 or 
e-mail: alumni-office@ncl.ac.uk

2005 Tall Ships Race
25–28 July
NewcastleGateshead hosted the largest ever of
The Tall Ships’ Races in 1993 – but expectations
are higher still for 2005.

A magnificent fleet of over 100 tall ships will
drop anchor against one of the finest 
waterfronts in Europe to be greeted by a city
transformed, a vibrant kaleidoscope of culture and
leisure surrounded by breathtaking unspoilt
countryside and beaches. Ships will begin arriving
over the weekend of Reunion Weekend, with the
main focus of activity in the days to follow.The
Races are expected to attract more than 3000
young people from more than 20 countries to
participate as crew.

The whole event is free of charge, culminating 
in a dazzling music and entertainment
extravaganza on the evening of Wednesday 27 July
and unforgettable Parade of Sail next day, with
over one million people expected to wish a fond
farewell to the ships and their crews. Start
planning to be there now and bring your friends
and family. Make sure you don’t miss out.Visit 
www.visitnewcastlegateshead.com/
tallships2005

Booking
A booking form is enclosed for alumni readers 
of Arches. To request additional booking forms
please telephone +44 (0) 191 222 7250 
or visit our website at
www.ncl.ac.uk/alumni/events/reunion 
where you can book online. Final details,
including tickets, venue details, campus maps and
parking information will be sent from mid-June
to those booking in advance.

Additional Information

Contact Your Friends Online
If you want to contact friends from your time at
Newcastle to see if they are attending, why not
sign up for and search our online directory,
NUGrad? Over 5,000 alumni are already signed up
for the directory at www.ncl.ac.uk/NUgrad.
Alternatively, the Development and Alumni
Relations Office (DARO) holds a database of
62,000 contactable alumni and will be happy to
forward messages on your behalf.

Disabled Access
Disabled access provision is not uniform across
campus. Please contact DARO for advice on
disabled access issues on +44 (0) 191 222 7250 or
e-mail: alumni-office@ncl.ac.uk.

Accommodation
Special rates have been negotiated at several
hotels in and around Newcastle for alumni
requiring accommodation for the nights of Friday
22 and Saturday 23 July. Accommodation is also
available in University Halls of Residence for those
interested in the full ‘trip down memory lane’
experience. Check out our website for full details of
all accommodation options at
www.ncl.ac.uk/alumni/events/reunion.
Alternatively, to request a full list to be sent to you
please contact the Office on +44 (0) 191 222 7250
or e-mail: alumni-office@ncl.ac.uk.

University Memorabilia Shop
Alumni returning for Reunion Weekend 2005 can
benefit from a special 15 per cent discount on all
merchandise purchased at the Memorabilia Shop.
The shop will be open between 10.00 am and 
5.00pm on Saturday 23 July.

Aileen Bradley (BA Politics 1979), Antony Jones (BA Politics 1980) and Chairman of
Convocation Jack Jeffery (BSc Chemistry & Bacteriology 1953, MSc 1960) in the new
Devonshire Building.

Champagne, Strawberries and Jazz Reception 2004.
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ARCHES Classnotes

1940s

Harold DRESNER has recently published
The Tools of Her Trade: The Success Guide for
Women that Men Read Too!, which is
described as a guide to the ‘soft skill of
Image Management’. Dr Dresner practised
in private and public health after qualifying
as a dental surgeon, but always maintained
an interest in marketing and business. He
gained the qualification of the Chartered
Institute of Marketing and regularly writes
on the subject. He currently lives in Israel
with his wife and four children.

1960s

Barry BARTON (Diploma in Hydrology
1967; PhD Stochastic Hydrology 1971) is
a member of the Institution of Civil
Engineers Panel for Historical Engineering
Works. He published a book on Water
Towers of Britain in 2003.

Colin CRIMP (BSc Naval Architecture
1969) is currently assisting the Department
of Trade and Industry in dismantling of
nuclear submarines in North West Russia,
amongst other things.

George MACKAY (BSc Agricultural Botany
1966) and his wife welcomed their first
grandchild, Robyn Anise Mackay to the
world in 2003 and described it as a fantastic
event in their lives.

John NEWTON (BSc Botany 1964) went
to Edinburgh University after graduating,
where he studied for a Diploma in Plant
Taxonomy. He then went to Jamaica as a
plant breeder/geneticist at the Banana
Board and registered with the University of
the West Indies for a PhD which he received
in 1971. He now owns a 170-acre farm in
Cornwall, and continues to work as an
agricultural consultant.

Ek Tieng LEE (Diploma Public Health
Engineering 1965) has been the group
Managing Director of the Government of
Singapore Investment Corporation since
1989. He was appointed Deputy
Chairman of the Monetary Authority of
Singapore from 1998 to 2000, having
served as its Managing Director since
1989. Prior to his retirement from the
Civil Service in 1999, Mr Lee was the
Head of the Civil Service, and Permanent
Secretary, Prime Minister’s Office from
1994 until 1999. As well as holding
numerous senior Public appointments,
Mr Lee has been awarded the
Meritorious Service Award for his work in
Pollution Control and Environmental
Health; the Clean Rivers Commemorative
Gold Medal from the Prime Minister in
1987, and the Distinguished Service
Order in 2000 by the Singaporean
Government for his sterling contributions
to the country. He is married with 
two sons.

Keith SYERS (BSc Soil Science 1960)
recently moved from Naresuan University in
Phitsanulok,Thailand where he held the
positions of Professor of Natural Resources
and Vice-President for International
Relations, to become Dean of the School of
Science at Mae Fah Luang University in
Chiang Rai in North Thailand.

1970s

Martyn BATCHELOR (Diploma in
Landscape Design 1971) worked as a
landscape architect from 1972 until 1974
for the City of Newcastle upon Tyne.
Between 1974 and 1993 he was the
Principal Landscape Architect for the
Borough of South Tyneside, and from 1993
to 2003 he worked as a land removal
manager for South Tyneside.

Margaret BARTON (BA French 1971) is
now retired from being a fire fighter after
13 years’ service. She is now Priest-in-
Charge of the Corby Glen Group.

Peter COX (BSc Electrical & Electronic
Engineering 1978) is still in the Navy,
now giving advice after many years
beneath the surface in boats.

Martin ELLIOT (MB BS 1973; MD 1983)
was recently appointed Professor of
Paediatric Cardiothoracic Surgery at
University College London

Peter FLETCHER (BSc Civil Engineering
1975) is a Chartered Engineer, a Member
of the Institution of Civil Engineers, and a
Companion of the British Computer
Society. He currently leads the Project
Management Team for Enterprise IS at 
WS Atkins – a 14,000 strong support
services company.

Ian MCKEITH (MB BS 1977; MD 1993)
was elected a Fellow of the Academy of
Medical Sciences (FMD SCI) in 2004.

William RANKIN (BSc Geology 1971)
was appointed Regional Director for Asia-
Pacific with the Engineering firm Mott
MacDonald in January 2002.

Andrew ROBERTSON (BA Architectural
Studies 1976) recently left local
government, after 22 years, to start his
own architectural practice with his wife.

David SANDERSON (BSc Agriculture
1975) diversified his farming business to
provide a Pet and Equine Crematorium for
the individual cremation of animals.

Stephen THOMPSON (BSc Chemistry
1974; PhD Microbiological Chemistry
1978) returned to Newcastle in 1984 and
worked on the role of glycosylation in the
spread of cancer. In 1995 he left to run his
own pub in Rookhope,Weardale. He closed
the pub in 2000 after his divorce and is
now working as a Senior Research

Associate in the School of Clinical and
Laboratory Sciences at Newcastle.

Julian WARNER (BA English 1977) has
recently published Humanizing Information
Technology (Scarecrow 2004). He is also a
lecturer in information science at Queen’s
University Belfast.

Patricia WEEKS (MSc Occupational
Hygiene 1976) now has three children
after many years unable to have any! She
has continued dancing, with Sandgate in
Newcastle, then Hampshire Garland in
Southampton and Taeppas Tump in
Maidenhead. She has danced and taught
all over the UK and abroad.

1980s

Ian AITCHISON (BSc Agricultural
Mechanisation Management 1989)
returned to the Royal Navy having been
called up for operations in the Gulf. He
then returned to London in November
2003 to start his current position with the
world’s largest shipping company, although
he still maintains his agricultural
connections via his family.

Kenneth COGHILL (BPhil Education 1980;
MSc Psychology 1984; PhD Psychology
1992) was a member of the report
authoring team in a recent North Tyneside
Handyperson Scheme Report entitled
Exploring Older People’s Involvement in
Planning, Policy and Research.

Andrew FLETCHER (BA Accounting &
Financial Analysis 1986) qualified as a
member of the Institute of Chartered
Accountants in 1989, after which he began
working for Price Waterhouse in Newcastle,
and then London. He then went on to work
for EMI Music Worldwide which saw him
working in all areas of the company’s
operations and enabled him to travel
extensively.After leaving EMI he joined The
Rank Group PLC as an Internal Consultant,
and then moved on to the position of
Deputy Finance Director for Odeon
Cinemas. In 1996 he moved to Viacom-
Showtime to take up the position of Vice
President of Finance where he financially
managed the start-up and growth of a pay
television platform in the Middle East. He
then went on to become Chief Financial
Officer for the Sportsworld Media Group plc
in 1998, taking it from floatation to the
FTSE 250 during his time there. In 2002 he
was offered the chance to progress into
general management and so moved to
Digital Rum Limited, the European leader in
mobile commerce, to take up the position of
Chief Executive Officer.This three-year role
saw him refocus the business and prepare it
for a successful sale.Andy accepted a new
position as Commercial Director of ESP
Global in late 2004. ESP is a leader in
marketing and promotions within the
newspaper industry.

Stuart HILL (BA Combined Studies
1987) was recently awarded the Ottakar’s
Children’s Prize 2005 for his first novel,
The Cry of The Icemark (ISBN
1904442560)

Andrew NAYLOR (MB BS 1985) works as
a General Practitioner in the Isle of Harris
in the Western Isles of Scotland having
married a local Isle of Lewis girl. They have
a 13-year-old daughter.

Claire NIGHTINGALE (BDS 1989) was
appointed to a consultant post in
February 2004, and her second child
Francesca was born in October 2003.

Stuart PREST (BSc Agriculture 1984) is
married with four children; he still plays
cricket and enjoys the occasional beer. He
farms 1100 acres, with 270 acres of
potatoes.

Josephine SCRIVEN (BSc Speech 1980)
is currently living in Cheltenham and
working part-time as a speech and
language therapist, with a specialism in
voice. She is also doing a research
diploma, and spends her spare time
singing with a local choral society.

Robert SULLIVAN (BSc Agriculture
1989) joined ADAS, a research-based
consultancy to rural and land-based
industries, after leaving university. He
then moved to Strutt and Parker in
October 2002 as a Senior Farm Business
Consultant, responsible for delivering the
farm consultants department’s
agronomy and business management in
Northern England.

1990s

Kate ALEXANDER (BA Archaeology
1997) is really enjoying being a business
analyst for British Airways. They are a
super employer and the travel benefits
are amazing!

Mark BARFOOT (BSc Chemistry 1995)
formed The Roundgarden Ltd, a company
with charitable aims, providing
horticultural therapy and placements in
gardening activities in June 2004. He also
became a chairman of ‘Drummed Up’, a
West African style drumming group based
in the West End of Newcastle.

Peter BEMMENT (BSc Geology 1990)
has been settled in Shrewsbury,
Shropshire since 2002, where he first
found work as a furniture restorer.
He later formed his own company which
specializ es in furniture making 
and restoration.

Alison BROWN (BA Social Policy 1999)
married her husband Rich in February
2003. Since November 2003 the couple
have been serving the City of God Church
in Accra, Ghana. The church is part of the
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New Frontier family of churches. They are
currently working voluntarily for the
church helping to set up and start a
church school.

Gill DAVENPORT (BA Geography 1990)
has recently upped sticks and moved to
France for the challenge and the weather,
with her husband and her two children,
aged seven and eight.

Clare De LOTBINIERE née MACKINLAY
(BA Social Studies 1996) married Andrew
DE LOTBINIERE (BSc Psychology 1996)
in 1999. The couple now live in London and
have a daughter called Polly. Life seems OK
at the moment!

Lyndsey DICKINSON (BA German 1999)
moved to Cologne, Germany after
graduating, to teach English as a foreign
language for a couple of years. She then
moved to San Sebastian in Spain’s Basque
Country in 2001, where she has been
living ever since.

Nicola DIXON (BA Combined Studies
1992) is an artist and designer working
primarily in the sailing industry. She has
exhibited in England, America and the
Caribbean, and designs and publishes
greetings cards on the Isle of Man.

Nicholas DORSETT (BSc Agriculture
1990) decided to leave his stressful job in
the UK and moved with his family to
their present home Le Lilas Blanc – the
white lilac. They spent most of last year
renovating the house and making the
gite, and this year have opened the new
business. So far they have been 
very busy!

Darren HARDY (BSc Computing
Science 1992; MSc Software
Engineering 1997) went on to complete
a Masters degree in Chicago after
graduation. After completing the course
he worked for a software company in San
Diego for six years, and is now about to
set up his own online business.

David HUNTER (BSc Countryside
Management 1992) recently moved to
take up the post of Rural Policy Manager
for the North West Redevelopment
Agency, where he is working on a rural
recovery plan for the North West as well
as managing the Agency’s Rural Strategic
Projects on Renewable Energy and
Speciality Food Planning.

Adam JENNINGS (BSc Biochemistry
1998) is now a doctor, firmly ensconced
in Birmingham working on research on
the Hepatitis C virus. Unfortunately he
won’t be using himself as a test subject,
but would welcome any willing
volunteers! He would love to hear from
anybody who remembers him, to share
tales of drunkenness and debauchery.

Richard JONES (BA Government &
European Union Studies 1996) is
engaged to a wonderful French lass, and is
getting married this year.

Henry LANG (BSc Geography 1999) is
still based in London, working for a youth
agency called Angel. He has recently
moved house and is hoping to move out
to Australia to work in the next couple 
of years.

Ian MORGAN (BSc Surveying &
Mapping Science 1995) and Diana
MERIGOLD (BSc Mathematics 1995)
are now both working and living in
Queenstown, New Zealand, having been
citizens of New Zealand since 2001.

Mary NEESON (MB BS 1993) is now
married after various house jobs. She
moved to Buckinghamshire and qualified
as a GP, and then gave up working to
have children. She now has four boys –
Michael, James, Colin and Dominic.
The family moved back to the North
East in June 2002 and are happily settled
in Hexham.

Andrew PORTAS (BA French 1993)
worked in Senegal, West Africa for two
years as a TEFL teacher after graduation.
He then went on to do a PGCE at
Homerton College, Cambridge and a
Maitrise at Universite de Paris VIII.
He has been teaching French since and
became an Advanced Skills teacher 
in 2000.

Graham RACHER (BSc Surveying 1991)
is still working for UBS Global Asset
Management and travelling when he can.
Last July he tracked gorillas in Bwindi
National Park in Uganda and spent
February last year at the Shamwari game
reserve in South Africa as a student with
the Eco Africa Experience.

Christopher SIER (PhD 1998) joined the
Police Service after completing his PhD.
He was promoted to Sergeant but left
shortly afterward. He then joined an
investment bank based in London and
worked there for two years before
leaving to study for an MBA at Oxford.
He is currently a manage
ment consultant.

Sarah SIMPSON (BA Classical Studies
1993) spent the first nine years after
graduating working for the university
gallery at Northumbria University, which
she describes as fascinating. She is now
working for a firm of interior designers 
in Newcastle.

Ian STEPHENSON (BA Town & Country
Planning 1991; MLitt Archaeology
2001) is a writer of military history
books. He has had three books published
so far and is working on a number of
other books for different publishers.

Jane THOMPSON (BSc Surveying 1990)
took a job in surveying for three years
after graduating. She then took a year out
to complete a PGCE teacher training
course, and went on to work in the same
school for nine years. She got married two
years ago and has been a supply teacher
for just over a year.

Jaime-Ann TWEEDIE (BSc Physiological
Sciences 1998; MPhil Physiological
Sciences 2000) has just qualified as a
doctor after being one of the first to
complete the four-year degree course at
Warwick Medical School. She is very
happy with her choice of career and
believes that her first degree at Newcastle
made her entry into medicine possible.

John WALSHAW (BSc Agriculture 1993)
is getting married to Nicola in August and
will be moving to Staindrop near Barnard
Castle, where Nicola is Head Gardener at
Raby Castle.

2000s

Laura BAXTER (MA Museum Studies
2002) really enjoyed her MA course in
2002, and upon graduation gained
employment locally at Bede’s World in
Jarrow as an Education Officer, which she
believes was a valuable experience.

William BLAKE (BSc Ecological Resource
Management 2002) spent 16 months in
Australia working mainly as a science
journalist after leaving Newcastle. As a
result he is now at Imperial College
London studying for an MSc in Science
Media Production.

Katherine ELLIS (LLB 2001) left
Newcastle to go to bar school in London.
Thereafter she obtained pupilage at a top
London set of Chambers specializing in
divorces of the rich and famous!

John FORSYTH (BA Ancient History
2000) is currently serving as a British
Army Captain. He has completed
operational tours of Iraq and Kosovo, as
well as six months warfighting. He has
trained in Canada, Germany and the UK,
and spent two years as Tank Troup
Leader. He is now a Reconnaissance
Specialist.

Benjamin HAIGH (LLM International
Trade 2002) went on to complete his
legal practice course after leaving
Newcastle, and did so with distinction.
He was also awarded the Solicitors
Family Law Association prize for the Best
Family Law Student at Northumbria
University, where he is currently reading
for an MA.

Lisa HARVEY-SMITH (MPhys
Astronomy & Astrophysics 2002) is
currently a PhD student at Jodrell Bank
Observatory doing research into star-

forming regions. She plays for a football
team in the North West regional football
league division three, and would like to
hear from old friends.

Clifford JONES (BA Ancient History
2002) founded Action Archaeology, a
West Cumbrian community archaeology
and historical research group that was
recently awarded a large Heritage Lottery
Fund grant for a survey in Eskdale
Cumbria. He is also Company Director
and Senior Policy Adviser to 
United Utilities.

Lucy JONES (BA Combined Studies
2000) completed an MSc in Development
Economics last year and is currently
working in Malawi as an Economist for
the government, after being recruited by
the Overseas Development Institute for
their two-year fellowship scheme.

Nicola KENNELLY (PhD Clinical
Psychology 2002) is now working with
children, young people and their families
in South Cumbria. She lives in the Lake
District and is enjoying family life with her
two children, Molly and Sam.

Harriet MANNING (BA Music 2001; MA
Popular Music 2004) plans to return to
Newcastle University, having received an
offer of funding for a three-   year PhD
course in the School of Arts and Cultures.

Marc MCALISTER (BA Combined Studies
2002) started working as a broker in the
City, and is now moving to Hong Kong 
on secondment.

Edward PAKENHAM (BA European
Business Management 2003) went to
Mexico after graduation to gain work
experience and continue his Spanish
studies. He found work within Nestle and
studied a masters module in International
Business Operations, describing it as a
‘brilliant experience’.

Joby RIMMER (BA German 2003) is in
his first term at the Royal Military
Academy in Sandhurst, and is due to pass
out in April 2005. He is hoping to join
9th/12th Landers.

George SORIAL (BSc Pharmacology
2002) has been running an overseas
property estate agency based in South
Yorkshire since August 2003.

Rupert THORP (BA Business
Management 2002) has completed the
London marathon and raised over £3000
for charity. He has also now been working
for over two years in Clapham for QAS.

Kate WINTERFLOOD née BULLMAN (BA
Social Policy 2001) married David
WINTERFLOOD (BSc Physiological
Sciences 1999) on the 12 June 2004 at
Newbald Parish Church in East Yorkshire.
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ALUMNI REUNION IN TOKYO

You don’t have to come back to Newcastle to have a reunion!  Alumni
volunteer leader, Kazue Fujino (MA Linguistics for TESOL 1995) arranged a
small reunion of classmates in Tokyo, Japan, during the final weekend of
October 2004.

Kazue met fellow alumni Rosalind Tay Choon Neo (MA Media Technology for
TEFL 1995) and Satoshi Atobe (MA Media Technology for TEFL 1995) when all
three were studying for masters degrees at Newcastle. She said: ‘We three
celebrated our reunion after about a decade over a wonderful dinner at a 
Tokyo restaurant.’

The reunion came about because Rosalind's school in Malaysia has a student
exchange arrangement with a high school in Tokyo. Ultimately the link led
to an invitation for Rosalind and her principal to visit Japan, creating the
opportunity for the reunion.

Above: Dr. Beverly Goh (MSc Tropical Coastal Management 1988), of the National Institute
of Education; and Joyce Ooi (BSc Computing Science 1981), of the United Overseas Bank
Limited.

Right: Dr Eileen Lim (MB BS 1972); Professor Christopher Edwards, Vice-Chancellor; Choo
Chiau Beng (BSc 1970, MSc 1971), Keppel Offshore Marine; and Chan Kia Pheng (LLB 1990),
Kattar Wong & Partners.

On 23 February 2005 the Vice-Chancellor, Professor Christopher Edwards,
hosted a dinner at the Regent Hotel in Singapore for a select group of
alumni who had achieved success in a range of professional fields within
Singapore. The University’s long tradition of providing education to
Singaporean students coming to the UK has created a situation in which
Newcastle alumni are now achieving very senior positions in a number of
industry sectors. As well as several CEOs and MDs within the marine
sector, the University has also graduated key players within the
biosciences, law, medicine, dentistry and business, among other sectors.

The dinner was an occasion to celebrate the success enjoyed by Newcastle
alumni, but also to share thinking and seek advice on exciting plans to
develop Newcastle’s activities and involvement in Singapore in the years
ahead. It was arranged with the generous assistance of Kenneth Chong 
(BSc Hons Bacteriology 1983) who is supporting the University in developing
its plans.

The Vice-Chancellor and a number of alumni were also lunch guests of 
Lim Boon Heng (BSc Hons Naval Architecture 1970, Hon DCL 1996), who as a
long-serving Minister within the Singapore Government has been a shining
example of the success enjoyed by our graduates in Singapore.

l-r Rosalind Tay Choon Neo, Rosalind, Kazue Fujino and Satoshi Atobe

VICE-CHANCELLOR IN SINGAPORE

Left: The Vice-Chancellor
with Dr Koo Seng Long 
(MB BS 1986),
Owner of the Newcastle
Clinic Singapore.



The University of Newcastle upon Tyne Magazine |  Issue 6 Spring 2005  |  www.ncl.ac.uk | 23

Jack Mapanje, his wife Mercy and their children came to the UK 14 years ago, after his release from
Mikuyu Maximum Detention Centre in Malawi. More than three years previously, on 25 September
1987, for no apparent reason, he had been arrested and detained at the pleasure of Life President
Hastings Banda. Even the secret police who arrested him seemed genuinely puzzled about why they
were detaining him.

Mapanje recalls the moment vividly: ‘There was a huge oval table. At the head of it was the Inspector
General and the rest of the table was filled with the Chief Commissioners of Police from the whole country.
The Inspector General said to me ‘Before we take you to where His Excellency wants you to be, we should
ask you first of all who you are, and secondly, why do you think we should arrest you?’ It was madness,
more Kafka than you could ever think of. He was actually asking the prisoner why he should be detained. I
didn’t say anything. I couldn’t say anything. The man was so embarrassed he didn’t know what to do.’

That bizarre, stilted episode was the turning point in Mapanje’s life. On the orders of Dr Hastings Banda, the
young poet and academic spent the next three years, seven months, 16 days and 12 hours under a brutal
prison regime that he finds difficult to describe.

He was released in 1991 after a worldwide campaign to free him, championed by writers from James
Kelman to Harold Pinter. The Edinburgh Book Festival, Scottish Branches of Amnesty International, and the
imprisoned writer’s charity PEN also played a large part. Since settling in the UK, Mapanje has written a
number of works detailing the often horrific experiences he went through in Mikuyu. In his poetry, Mapanje
gives an insight into his life in prison, and although images of suffering and torture permeate the work,
humour and a sense of human triumph also characterize it.

Although the trauma that he experienced whilst imprisoned undoubtedly changed Mapanje’s life, he
describes his imprisonment as a turning point in another sense. ‘This was the tragedy about my little life,’ he
explains. ‘They imprisoned me because I was too successful, too prominent. I eventually got out of prison
because I had friends abroad and there had been a huge outcry at my detention. But, in a sense, the people
who imprisoned me succeeded. They stopped my career mid-track.’

Mapanje’s rise had indeed been meteoric. From a poor village in Southern Malawi, his father left his family
when he was still in the womb. His mother had to convert him from Anglicanism to Catholicism to get him
into school and brew millet beer to support him there. After studying at Malawi University and at London’s
Institute of Education he published a collection of poems entitled Of Chameleons and Gods which openly
attacked the stupidities of the Malawian regime. The book went on to win the Rotterdam International
Poetry Award, and the world started to take notice of him.Whilst taking his PhD at University College
London he co-edited books on contemporary African poetry and began to broadcast on the BBC World
Service as one of the judges of its poetry prize for Africa.

He returned to Malawi to become Head of the Linguistics Department at Malawi University and was made
African Chairman of the Commonwealth Poetry Prize shortly after. However, after being released from
detention work was more difficult to come by. Having lost what he feels could have been his most
productive years, his appointment at Newcastle is in fact his first permanent post since arriving in Britain.

As well as teaching creative writing at Newcastle, Mapanje also plans to finish his prison memoir. ‘I want to
tell my story so the kids can read it,’ he explains. ‘On the other hand, I don’t want to tell them all the horror.
I’m struggling to make it an interesting story.’

Jack Mapanje

Jack Mapanje is Senior Lecturer in Creative Writing
in the School of English Literature, Language 
and Linguistics.
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