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Background

ÅRoyal Charter in 1834 

ÅMission: 
To advance architecture by demonstrating 
benefit to society and promoting excellence in 

the profession.

ÅMembership organisation 



Our members

Å43,000 members worldwide

Å24,700 UK Chartered members

Å4,500 International Chartered members

Å13,000 Student members

Å4 International Chapters: USA, Hong Kong, 

Singapore, the Gulf 

Å13 Regional offices in the UK



RIBA Organisation

ÅPresident elected by members every 2 years

ÅRIBA Council

ÅRIBA Enterprises 

ÅRIBA Trust 

ÅRIBA Professional Services

ÅRIBA Holdings 

Ruth Reed

© Morley von Sternberg



RIBA Education Department

ÅValidation

ÅProfessional Education

ÅEducation Projects



Professional Education 

www.pedr.co.uk (Professional Experience and Development 

Resource)



RIBA Education Projects

ÅFunding programmes

ÅHost Practice scheme

ÅAwards programmes

ÅAnnual Education Yearbook 

ÅCommunication with students and graduates (newsletters, 

social networking websites, etc)

ÅEvents and competitions

ÅClimate Change Lecture Series



RIBA Education Fund

ÅSupporting students in financial 

hardship

ÅMaintenance grants and ex gratia 

payments

ÅCan apply every year at any time of 

the year



RIBA Walter Parker Bursaries

Å40 annual bursaries of £500 to support 

students in Stage 1 professional experience 

Samuel Brown & Tom 

Morgan (Leicester School of 

Architecture)

óArtist Studio and 

Guesthouseô prototype



RIBA Stephen Williams Scholarship

ÅSupports postgraduate study in 

the UK or abroad

ÅUp to £5,000 in funding each 

year

ÅFunded by Aedas in memory of 

Stephen Williams, a past 

director

ÅDeadline: 26 March 2010



RIBA Norman Foster Travelling 

Scholarship

ÅAn award of £6,000 to support 

travel and research on topic and 

in locations of studentôs choosing

ÅOpen to all students of 

architecture and architecture-

related subjects from RIBA-

validated Schools



RIBA ICE Bursary for Community 

Development

ÅOpen to architecture and engineering students

ÅSupports projects focused on environmental and 

community issues in economically deprived areas 

in the UK or abroad

ÅMedium term projects (6-12 months) in 

communities where the focus is on improving or 

modifying the physical environment to enhance 

the quality of life for the local community



Supporting Professional Experience

Host Practice:

Practices and universities can offer architecture students 

desk spaces or research opportunities online. 

Organisations can host graduates in their office, engaged 

in activities related to the practice of architecture e.g. 

competitions, private commissions and research. 



The Presidentôs Medals
Promoting and rewarding excellence in architectural education worldwide 

Å Running since the 1850s

Å The most prestigious award in architectural education

Å 250 Schools invited (from 50 countries)

Å Medals and commendations in 3 categories:

- Dissertation

- Bronze Medal (Part 1)

- Silver Medal (Part 2)



Studentsô Work

The Presidentôs Medals
Promoting and rewarding excellence in architectural education worldwide

© Steve Speller 



Wen Ying Teh

ñAn Augmented Ecology of Wildlife and Industryò

Architectural Association

Bronze Medal Winner 2009

ñVery inventive and showing great researchò 

(Nanako Umemoto)

ñWonderfully fulfilled experiment; very moving 

use of landscapeò (Eric Parry)



Rebecca Gregory

ñThe Art of Skew Bridges: The Technique and its History Exploredò

University of Westminster

Dissertation Medal 2009

ñA clear and 

concise piece 

of work; 

extremely 

impressive and 

close to 

immaculate. Itôs 

near PhD 

level.ò 

(Peter Blundell 

Jones)



Nicholas Szczepaniak

A Defensive Architecture

University of Westminster

Silver Medal 2008

ñThe images are incredible and the project has a very broad rangeò 

(Willem Jan Neutelings)

ñImpressively produced and very scholarlyò (Oliver Richards)



Exhibition of 

Presidentôs Medals 

student entries at 

the RIBA HQ

December 2009 

and January 2010
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