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Dr. Steve West has been awarded the 2007 Louis-Jeantet Prize for Medicine.  The Louis-Jeantet Prize for Medicine honours each year scientists who are distinguished for the highest quality of biomedical research in Europe. 

Dr. West is an alumnus of Newcastle University.  He graduated from Newcastle with BSc (1974) and PhD (1977) degrees from the Department of Biochemistry. His doctoral work entitled “DNA Repair in Escherichia coli” was carried out under the supervision of Professor Peter Emmerson.
Dr. West is currently a researcher at Cancer Research UK’s London Research Institute, Herts.  He received the prize for his pioneering work on DNA repair mechanisms. He has shown how these processes, when defective, influence the development of certain human diseases, in particular, hereditary breast cancers and certain neurological diseases.   He has identified and characterised the molecules involved in these processes and has defined the mechanisms by which the repair reactions take place. Dr. West will use the Prize to continue his studies of these molecules, which represent new therapeutic targets in the areas of oncology and neurodegenerative diseases.






