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Brief description of project:
Bacterial cell division is a highly complicated developmental process that is intimately coupled to cell wall biogenesis. In almost all bacteria, the genes encoding the most important cell division proteins group in the so-called dcw (division and cell wall) gene cluster. In the best-studied model organism, Escherichia coli, the dcw cluster consists of 16 highly conserved genes. The biological functions of most of these genes are known. However, surprisingly, the functions of the two best-conserved genes of the cluster, mraZ and mraW, are not yet known. The project proposed here aims to unravel the biological functions of mraZ and mraW. 
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