A three-year PhD EU-funded studentship to investigate the origin of eukaryotes using Bayesian and maximum likelihood phylogenetic analyses of conserved molecular sequences.  The student will build upon our published work (Cox et al. 2008. PNAS 105:20356; Foster et al. 2009. Phil. Trans R. Soc. Lond B Biol Sci. 364: 2197) which suggest that essential components of the eukaryotic cell, and hence the nuclear lineage itself, may have originated from within the archaebacterial domain of prokaryotes.  The studentship is funded by an ERC Advanced Investigator award to Professor Martin Embley (ICaMB), and will be jointly supervised with Professor Richard Boys and Dr Tom Nye (Mathematics and Statistics).  The project would suit a student with a degree in statistics or mathematics and a strong interest in applying these skills to some of the most interesting and challenging questions in evolutionary biology
