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CfLaT Headlines

On the 12th April Liz Todd and Colleen Cum-
mings new book, ‘Beyond the School Gates’,
was published by Routledge.

BEYOND THE
SCHOOL GATES

CAN FULL SERVICE
AND EXTENDED
SCHOOLS OVERCOME
DISADVANTAGE?

COLLEEN CUMMINGS
SCANDYSON }

This book, for the first time ever, critically
examines the role of full service and ex-
tended schools. The authors ask what real
evidence exists that schools of this kind
make a difference, and question how school
leaders can evaluate the impact of this
work.

We have said ‘goodbye’ to Kate Wall who
has moved to Durham University. Read more
inside.

Preparations are now advanced for CfLaT’s
next conference—School Buildings: achieving
productive relationships between school set-
tings and educational activities. This is an
interdisciplinary event with Guy Claxton
putting the educational viewpoint. There is
still time to register. For details and to book
your place: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/cflat/news/
schoolbuildings2011.htm
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Learning to Learn
goes European

=1=] B A
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From 9" — 12'" May CfLaT hosted a European study tour about Learn-
ing to Learn with 14 people from 12 countries: from Lithuania in the
north to Italy in the south, and Portugal in the west to Turkey in the
east.

We took them to visit Wooler First School, St Thomas More RC School in Blay-
don, Bedlingtonshire Community High School and Northumberland College, as
well as having university based sessions on L2L principles, educating teachers
for L2L, encouraging teacher creativity, Self Organised Learning Environments
(Sugata Mitra) and L2L with university staff. We were pleased that our view
that L2L is as much about teacher learning as it is ., ...

about student learning, and not about Pro- w1 weiisievs pro celozivatui sen?

grammes, was understood and endorsed. Our Visi- s e s ssatie s imo e oot
tors were a delightful group from a variety of back- e e e s e o o ooty maen, v
grounds, including a trainer from a customs ser- Efmiiuocnii imctin
vice. They were very generous with their presents s sin i i ="
which included a fair sprinkling of very strong Spir- e = T
its! We look forward to further collaboration with
some of our guests and we are grateful to our
school and college hosts. As a first step, David has
made it into a Czech newsletter (see right).
For further information,
D.J.K.Leat@ncl.ac.uk

contact:

Children’s participation in research

Jill Clark, with Karen Laing, has been successful in gaining funds
(£25K) from the Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC)
‘Connected Communities’ programme. This is to complete a scoping re-
view of the involvement of children and young people in research within the
criminal justice area. The review will focus on themes which are pertinent to
young people and these will include fear, perception and experience of crime
(as both victim and perpetrator); views (and experiences) of sentencing and
punishment; fighting crime and prevention and offender re-entry and resettle-
ment.

For more information, contact: Jill.Clark@ncl.ac.uk
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LAUNCH OF
DUTCH L2L

In January Kate Wall and David
Leat spent two days at Groningen
University in Holland doing key
note presentations as part of the
launch of a Dutch version of
Learning to Learn.

There is much to admire in the Dutch
system, not least the greater freedom
given to schools to design their own
curriculum. Surprisingly, however,
there is very little tradition of teacher
action research in Holland, which is
such a vital component of school based
curriculum development. If we can
find the funds in either country we sin-
cerely hope to be able to bring to-
gether Dutch and English researchers.
For further information contact:
D.J.K.Leat@ncl.ac.uk

AERA 2011 in New Orleans

Pam Woolner and Kate Wall took two
papers to the annual meeting of the
American Education Research Associa-
tion, which took place from 8th to
12th April in New Orleans.

Kate and Pam presented a paper about
the process of using visual methods in
education research, based on the ex-
perience of the L2L in Schools and L2L
in FE projects. It took an existing way
of classifying visual methods and que-
ried whether the tools we have devel-
oped in L2L fit neatly into the catego-
ries. Pam also presented a paper with
Sheila McCarter, an Educational Psy-
chologist with Suffolk local authority,
who was supervised by Pam for her
doctorate. The paper used findings
from this doctoral research together
with another project of Pam’s. It dis-
cussed how thinking about school
spaces may sometimes help teachers

re-assess the teaching and learning
that occurs there.

But apart from our papers, we all en-
joyed attending a range of presenta-
tions, papers and discussions chosen
from the vast range on offer each day.
It was a fascinating insight into Ameri-
can education and the associated re-
search community. The setting of New
Orleans provided a particularly striking
context since many speakers discussed
how rebuilding after Hurricane Katrina
has impinged on the education system.
And the jazz was pretty good too...

For further information on the papers
see: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/cflat/
news/Conferencepapers.htm

Making experience visible...

A conference on visual research
methods at the Baltic, on 8" April,
succeeded in bringing together
researchers and practitioners from
a range of disciplines to think
about the visual. Liz Todd organ-
ized the event, supported by the
BERA methodology special inter-
est group and the Baltic.

Finding that architects and young chil-
dren make highly compatible research-
ers enabled Open University’s Alison
Clark, who gave the opening talk, to
work with them and others to develop
early years’ education centres. Children
like making storyboards of their envi-
ronments — and architects think in sto-
ryboards! Another versatile tool for
exploring the development of school

buildings with young people and staff
was explained in detail by Jill Clark —
diamond ranking — usually used in
teaching rather than research.

This was an impossibly packed day in
the inspiring environment of the Baltic
sponsored by BERA and Newcastle Uni-
versity. Charlotte Thomson, Louise
Richards and Dan Morton from Invest-
ing in Children showed us the impact of
funding cuts on all ages using their
video research. And all the time, at the
front of the room a large board was
being filled by Nick Park with visual
images of our day’s conversations and
ideas. In the afternoon Alison

Unsworth and Paul Merrick, artists with %

the Baltic, took us to explore the paint-
ings of George Shaw and then to re-
flect on the different ways we repre-

sented our experience of this reflec-
tion. The day gave practical ideas but
also much food for thought — as visual
methods had the effect of rupturing
the ordinary in terms of how we think
of research.

For more information contact:
Liz.Todd@ncl.ac.uk

PGCE Ofsted inspection

The benefits of a research in-
formed approach to Initial Teacher
Training was recognised in the re-
cent Ofsted inspection report for
Secondary PGCE.

Staff involvement in research was high-
lighted as making a 'positive contribu-
tion' to the experience of trainees. The
report recognised how different fea-
tures of the course combine well to en-
able the very large majority of trainees
make good progress towards challeng-
ing targets. University-based training is
complemented very effectively by
school-based training. Masters' Level
work was highlighted as an effective
source of school-based tasks which help
trainees to see how educational re-

search informs practice. Inspectors also
made reference to the fact that student
teachers benefit from seeing university
tutors modelling good practice in train-
ing sessions and appreciate the many
ideas for use in the classroom that they
are shown. The strong emphasis on
personal reflection helps students to
identify how they can improve. In prac-
tice, this is fully balance with the active
consideration of research and theory
perspectives that has come to define
the success of our approach to Secon-
dary teacher training.

For more information: Jo McShane,
Director Secondary Initial Teacher
Training J.McShane@ncl.ac.uk

New Policy Directions: Teaching

Schools

Researchers and tutors from CfLaT and
the PGCE teams have been working with
a number of local primary and secon-
dary schools who are bidding to become
Teaching Schools. The development of
these bids has allowed us to explore
current and potential collaborations
which would open up the opportunities
to further embed practitioner enquiry,
professional learning and partnership
research in schools, for the benefit of

RESEARCH TEA TIMETABLE
(Summer 2011)

Research teas aim to provide an informal
forum for discursive examination of emerg-

ing research themes and concepts.

Tea and cakes will be available from 3pm
in the Centre base (KGVI 2.50) with the

session officially beginning at 3.15.

Wednesday 15th June - Jane Anderson -

The whole school staff wellbeing pilot

Wednesday 20th July - Olga Pykhtina -

Digital Technology in Play Therapy

Dates for the Autumn Term: 21st Sept,

19th Oct, & 16th Nov

Further information about the research

teachers and pupils. We wish each of
our partnership bids the very best of
luck as their tenders are assessed, and
appreciate the chance to work alongside
them in this new initiative. If successful
these schools will begin to change the
educational landscape in the north-east
and we hope will improve opportunities
and outcomes for learners beyond their
own institutions.

EARNING
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Creative approaches can
raise standards

i | Effective parental

" | Support for
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teas can be gained from Mairin Hennebry
(Mairin.Hennebry@ncl.ac.uk) or from the

Centre website

(www.ncl.ac.uk/cflat/

news/teas). You could even volunteer to

contribute one yourself!!

Goodbye to
Kate Wall

In CfLaT we are adjusting to life
after Kate.

After 10 fantastic years at Newcastle
University, Kate Wall has taken up her
new post as Senior Lecturer at Durham
University, where she will team up
again with Steve Higgins. She is a big
loss to Newcastle and we will greatly
miss her incredible energy, enthusiasm,
intelligence, fun and sheer hard work.
She was part of our glue, but happily
she is only 20 miles away and primed
for continued collaboration. I know that
I will speak for legions of staff and stu-
dents when I say:

“Kate, a very big thank you and happy
times at Durham.”

CONTRIBUTORS
WANTED!

Learning and Teaching Update is
our monthly Newsletter published
by Optimus Publishing.

Each issue includes news, updates on
policy and research, fund raising initia-
tives and case study articles highlighting
good practice in teaching and learning.
We are currently looking for contribu-
tions for future issues.

For more information contact:
U.Thomas@ncl.ac.uk (LTU)
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