
There are lots of reasons to consider a chemistry degree 
with industrial training: 

¶ Itõs a great opportunity to find out what working in 

the chemical industry is like. 

¶ You will improve your skills, such as teamwork, writ-

ten and spoken communication, timeð and projectð
management, increasing your employability. 

¶ You can make contacts who are useful in helping 

you into employment once you finish your degree. 

¶ You get to meet and work with students from other 

Universities on placement schemes.  
¶ You get paid during your placement year. 

 
 

 

How will I find a place-
ment? 
 
We help students to find a placement by: 

¶ Providing updated details of the placements avail-
able from all of our partner companies. 

¶ Explaining different application processes, and 

sending your CV to companies you are interested 
in. 

¶ Organizing help from the Careers Service on find-

ing work-experience and preparing your CV. 

¶ If you have ideas for your own placement, we will 

help you to arrange it. 

Chemistry Degrees 
with Industrial 
Training 

Industrial Placements 

What will an industrial 
placement do for me? 

Our recruitment team: 

If you would like to receive more 
information about our industrial training 
programmes, do not hesitate to contact: 

Where have our students 
worked on placement? 
 
Our students have succeeded in obtaining place-
ments in a wide range of companies. Here is a selec-
tion: 

Margaret Douglas 
Admissions Secretary 
Tel: 0191 222 7069 
Email: schooloffice-chem@ncl.ac.uk  
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/chemistry/ 

 

¶ AkzoNobel ¶ Nalco 

¶ AstraZeneca ¶ NaRec 

¶ Avecia ¶ Novartis 

¶ Corus ¶ Pfizer 

¶ GlaxoSmithKline ¶ Piramal 

¶ Lubrizol ¶ Procter & Gamble 

¶ Lucite ¶ Sellafield 

mailto:schooloffice-chem@ncl.ac.uk


N E W C A S T L E  

U N I V E R S I T Y 

Dr Julian Knight, Chemistry Placements Co-ordinator 

Tel: 0191 222 7068 

Email: j.g.knight@newcastle.ac.uk 

What have previous industrial training stu-

dents thought about their placements? 
How is the placement 
year assessed? 
 
The BSc placements are not assessed, so for BSc 

students the placement year is simply an opportu-

nity to get valuable experience working in chemical 

industry. 

 

The MChem students take two theory modules by 

distance learning: 

¶ Advanced Organic Chemistry, and 

¶ Advanced Inorganic Chemistry 

The material for these courses is delivered on-line 

via our virtual learning environment, including lec-

ture handouts, practise problem sheets, and even 

recorded lectures. The courses are assessed by a 

mixture of coursework and end of year exams. 

Marks are also awarded for the placement work, a 

written placement report, and presentation. 

All of our placement students receive a visit from a 

member of academic staff while out in industry and 

we keep in regular contact throughout the year.  

What industrial training 
degrees can I choose? 
  

We offer Industrial Training with either: 

¶ Chemistry, or  

¶ Chemistry with Medicinal Chemistry  

and you can choose between either a Bachelors (BSc) or 

Masters (MChem) degree. 

 

In which year would I go 
out on placement? 
 

All of our industrial training degrees are four year pro-

grammes. You would spend the first two years studying 

at Newcastle, alongside our other chemistry students. 

The third year is spent out on placement and you would 

then return to Newcastle to take your final year at Uni-

versity. The extra experience and insight you have 

gained on your 

year out can help to 

improve your final 

year performance. 

 

 

 

Andrew Shouksmith, MChem 

placement at GlaxoSmithKline. 

The year out was hugely enjoy-

able; I worked alongside many 
talented scientists and place-
ment students of a similar age 
to myself from other universities 
and the work was based around 
a topic which no one has re-

searched before, discovering a new drug. I had a 
personal supervisor assigned to me who helped 
guide me through all of the steps in a reaction and 
teach me the theory. This in turn made me confident 

with a vast array of reactions and equipment. 

Virginia Tierney, BSc placement 

at International Paint. 

My year in industry was thor-
oughly enjoyable whilst chal-
lenging, I had the opportunity to 

work with very talented, experi-
enced specialists from various 
areas, such as polymer develop-
ment chemists, paint chemists and 

analytical chemists. During my placement I under-
took three projects, on which I worked mainly inde-
pendently, however guidance was given when 
needed. This gave me confidence in time manage-
ment, experimental design, analysis of data and in 
communicating my work. I enjoyed my placement so 
much that it confirmed to me that I definitely intend 

to return to industrial chemistry once I graduate.  


