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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the EdD?

The Doctorate in Education (EdD) is a professional taught doctorate. The aim of the EdD programme is to provide a thorough grounding in the theory and practice of educational research. The EdD comprises a taught element and a research element. The programme provides flexibility in the choice of modules, when these are taken, and in the design and format of the research study and thesis. The EdD is primarily designed to appeal to experienced professionals who work full-time within the field of education (e.g. schools, further education or higher education), and who wish to undertake doctoral study part-time (although the full-time route is also available). Students take compulsory research methods modules to provide a grounding in research, and they complement this with optional (specialist) modules related to their own professional situation. They then complete an empirical research study, which should be related to an issue of professional concern or interest.
What is the difference between a traditional PhD, an Integrated PhD in Education (IPhD), and the EdD?

The traditional PhD does not have a taught element – whereas both the IPhD and the EdD contain a large taught element whereby you must complete a number of modules (attend lectures, complete assignments, etc). A traditional PhD also requires a larger thesis than the other two degree programmes. The EdD is available for part-time students, but the IPhD is only available for full-time students.
What is the structure of the programme?

The EdD is worth 540 credits. It consists of a taught stage (200 credits) and a research stage (340 credits). During the taught stage, students must complete research methods modules worth 40 credits – these are the compulsory modules. This leaves 160 credits to be gained from optional (specialist) modules. The research stage consists of a thesis of approximately 40,000 words.

What is the length of study?

3-5 years for full-time students; and 6-8 years for part-time students. The length of time on the EdD may be shorter if either of the following two situations apply: (1) If you already have an MEd, you may be eligible to seek Accredited Prior Learning (APL) which will gain you exemption from part of the EdD; (2) If you are currently studying for an MEd/MRes here at Newcastle University, you may be able to transfer to the EdD and bring some of the credits you have already achieved with you. See the FAQs on seeking APL and on transferring …
What are the fees?

For the academic year 2007-08 the fees are:

UK/EU:
Full-time £3,950; Part-time £1,975

International:
Full-time £9,440

Newcastle University staff may be eligible to pay the reduced staff rate (known as ‘staff PhD rates’). This is subject to approval from the relevant Heads of School and also the Postgraduate Dean. If approval is granted, there is one payment to begin with (‘on approval of candidature’), and a final fee on submission of your thesis. These fees are given in the Fees Schedule - Section 8 ‘Fees for staff candidates for higher degrees’: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/regulations/fees/
I am currently studying for an MEd/MRes here at Newcastle, can I transfer to the EdD?

With the approval of the Dean of Postgraduate Studies students studying for an MEd/MRes here at Newcastle University may transfer to the EdD not later than the beginning of the second year of the programme and may transfer a maximum of 120 credits from taught elements provided that they have an average of at least 60% for such elements. Note that upon transfer, you have then made the decision not to continue studying for your Masters degree.
I already have an MEd/MRes, can I use this award in order to gain APL for the EdD?

The Degree Programme Director may grant limited exemption from certain parts of the EdD by the Accreditation of Prior Learning (APL) to a candidate awarded the degree of MEd/Mres (from Newcastle University or elsewhere), provided that the date of initial registration for this award was normally not more than five years prior to registration for the award of EdD. The maximum credit for which APL can be offered is 100 credits. Applications for APL are handled at the same time as applying to study on the EdD.
If I can transfer across 120 credits, or if I can get 100 credits of APL, how long would the part-time EdD take then?

The taught stage consists of 200 credits. You could take the remaining credits in one year (but this is entirely up to you!). The remaining research stage would take another 3 years part-time (so 4 years in total).
What sort of modules are available?

Quite a range of modules are available, and they change from year to year (so these are provisional – the exact selection is provided to you when you register – more may be available). Part-time students are welcome to attend daytime sessions if they are able to.

You must do 40 credits worth of research methods modules (Semester 1 modules are shown first):
	Code
	Module title
	Credits
	Semester
	Timing

	EDU8012
	Research Skills
	20
	1
	Daytime for 10 weeks, and available Distance Learning

	EDU8095
	Research Strategies and Methods
	20
	1
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	EDU8995
	Research Strategies and Methods
	20
	1
	3x Saturdays

	HSS8004
	Introduction to qualitative methods
	20
	2
	4-6pm for 10 weeks

	HSS8005
	Introduction to quantitative methods
	20
	2
	4-6pm for 10 weeks


You must then choose enough specialist modules to total 200 credits along with your research methods modules (Semester 1 modules are shown first):

	Code
	Module title
	Credits
	Semester
	Timing

	EDU8042
	Counselling, Communication and Culture
	20
	1
	Twilight weeknight for 10 weeks

	EDU8133
	Critical Reflection on Professional Practice
	20
	1
	2 x twilight sessions

	EDU8046
	Developing Thinking Skills
	20
	1
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	TBC
	Economics for Development
	20
	1
	Waiting for approval

	EDU8027 
	Human Resource Management in Education
	20
	1
	3 x Saturdays

	TBC
	Investigating Learning (Sem 1)
	30
	1
	2 x daytime sessions 1 x twilight

	EDU8170
	Leadership and Strategic Management
	20
	1
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	EDU8040
	Managing and Supporting Learning
	20
	1
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	EDU8113
	Middle Management  in Education
	20
	1
	3 x Saturdays

	EDU8112
	Middle Management in Education
	20
	1
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	HSS8007
	The nature of explanation and enquiry
	10
	1
	4-6pm for 10 weeks

	EDU8125
	Thinking Through Teaching
	40
	1
	2 x daytime sessions, 1 x twilight

	EDU8197
	Bridging: Creating and Translating Professional Knowledge in Teaching (NQT / induction support focus)
	40
	1 & 2
	3 x Saturdays & 1 twilight session

	EDU8126
	Coaching for Change in Teaching
	40
	1 & 2
	2 x daytime sessions, 1 x twilight

	EDU8201
	Developing Innovative Curriculum Through Pupil/Student Enquiry
	40
	1 & 2
	2 x daytime sessions, 2 x twilight

	EDU8997
	Contemporary Issues in Mathematics Education
	20
	2
	5 x twilight sessions

	EDU8117
	Counselling Children and Young People
	20
	2
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	EDU8999
	Developing Pedagogy in MFL: Living Languages
	20
	2
	1 x daytime session, 3 x twilight

	TBC
	Education and the State – Philosophical and Historical Perspectives
	20
	2
	Waiting for approval

	TBC
	Education Policy for Development
	20
	2
	Waiting for approval

	EDU8198
	Educational Management: Theory and Practice
	30
	2
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	TBC
	Educational Technology for Development
	20
	2
	Waiting for approval

	EDU6000 
	Emotional Intelligence
	20
	2
	3 x Saturdays

	EDU8996
	Geography in Transition: Developing Pedagogy
	20
	2
	1 x daytime session, 3 x twilight

	EDU8029
	Human Resource Management in Education
	20
	2
	Daytime for 10 weeks

	EDU8124
	Investigating Learning (CfLaT module)
	40
	2
	2 x daytime sessions, 1 x twilight

	EDU8172
	Leadership & Strategic Management
	20
	2
	3 x Saturdays

	EDU8028
	Management of Change 
	20
	2
	3 x Saturdays

	EDU8035
	Policy and Practice of Assessment
	20
	2
	2 x daytime sessions

	EDU8015 
	Policy, Planning of School Effectiveness
	20
	2
	3 x Saturdays

	EDU8196
	Students, Teachers and Managers in Popular Culture
	20
	2
	4 x sessions (4pm-7pm)

	EDU8998
	Teaching Thinking Skills
	20
	2
	2 x daytime sessions, 1x twilight


The table below shows a typical ‘timetable’ for a part-time EdD student (the number of credits are shown in brackets):

	
	Semester 1
	Semester 2
	Summer

	Year 1
	Research strategies and methods (20)

Research skills (20)
	Leadership and strategic management (20)

Management of change (20)
	Reading for thesis

	Year 2
	Human resource management (20)

Middle management in education (20)
	Introduction to qualitative methods (20)

Introduction to quantitative methods (20)
	Reading for thesis

	Year 3
	Counselling, communication and culture (20)
	Emotional intelligence (20)


	Research proposal

	Y4-6
	Submit research proposal in October

Begin thesis
	Thesis
	Thesis


Can I choose my own thesis topic?

You have complete control over your choice of topic - as long as it is within the field of education; and as long as you take on board feedback from your potential supervisor and the Degree Programme Director. You will develop your research area and research question as you progress through the taught stage of the programme.
How do I choose my supervisors?

When an EdD student has completed 200 credits at taught stage, they are asked to write a research proposal and to identify potential supervisors – from a ‘Supervisors list’. Information on the teaching and research profiles of academic staff in ECLS can be obtained from the following website: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/ecls/staff
What are the entry requirements?

A minimum of a good first degree (e.g. an upper-second-class Honours degree or higher) in a relevant subject (e.g. Education, Social Sciences) (or an international equivalent). Applicants can also transfer to the EdD internally from the MEd/MRes programmes (transferring 120 credits). Experience of teaching and/or educational research is desirable.  Applicants whose first language is not English require IELTS 6.5, TOEFL 575 (paper-based) or 233 (computer-based), or equivalent.

When do I pay my fees?

50% of your fees are due when you register and 50% are due at the end of the following January. Contact the Tuition Fees Team on 0191 222 5520 for further information.
How do I apply?

Applications are considered throughout the year. Registration is in September of each year. You can apply online here: http://www.ncl.ac.uk/postgraduate/apply/applicationforms.phtml
What is the code for the EdD?

Full-time:
8902F


Part-time:
8902P

You will find it useful to know these codes (it will speed up your searches on the university website, and you need to know them if you decide to apply).
Who is the Degree Programme Director (DPD) for the EdD?

The DPD is Dr Fay Smith. Her staff profile can be found here:
http://www.ncl.ac.uk/ecls/staff/profile/fay.smith
How can I get further information about the EdD?

If you have further questions, please contact the Degree Programme Secretary:
Yvonne Rutherford, Telephone: +44 (0) 191 222 6569, E-mail: pgrecls@ncl.ac.uk
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