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Biopolitics, Liberalism, Assassination: Problematizing Targeted Killing in an Age of Terror

There has recently been a resurgence in assassination—particularly the practice of targeting killing—as both a discursive nodal point and security performance. This resurgence can, in part, be linked to transformations in state and societal tolerances with respect to perceptions of vulnerability in the security sector. But what are the exact political dynamics at play? Do principles like the rule of law and other constraints on state power shape the perceived legitimacy of assassination as an exceptional form of political violence? What roles do biopolitical calculations of risk have in decisions to pursue targeted killing and/or measures undertaken to prevent the assassination of political officials? Taking these questions as catalysts, this paper will argue that the resurgence in assassination events is not something exogenous to liberal forms of rule. Rather, its commission is central to the logics of liberal governance and security provision.

