NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY

INSTITUTE OF CELLULAR MEDICINE

TECHNICIAN, D GRADE, PART TIME (50% Full time equivalent)
Based in the Musculoskeletal Research Group (MRG), this post is available part time for up to 2 years to facilitate further research into the biology of osteosarcoma, which is a rare but devastating primary bone cancer that affects mainly teenagers and young adults. Survival rates are just 60% at 5 years and there has been little recent improvement in this. The work focuses on the interaction osteosarcoma cells with bone stromal cells, with particular emphasis on altered expression of the matrix metalloproteinases (MMPs). The MRG has extensive experience of MMP biology and therefore complements the investigation of this aspect of osteosarcoma particularly well. The project is led by Mr Kenneth Rankin (Lecturer in Orthopaedic Surgery), with input from Dr Mark Birch (Senior Lecturer in Bone Biology) and Dr Swethajit Biswas (Senior Lecturer in Medical Oncology). The successful candidate will hold a Higher National Certificate in science at the minimum and the post will require cell culture expertise in particular. Proficiency in a range of standard laboratory techniques is desirable including western blotting, ELISA and PCR.
For further information and informal enquiries please contact Mr Kenneth Rankin, Tel +44 191 222 3849, Email: kenneth.rankin@ncl.ac.uk 
