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Research Assistant/Associate in Liver Cell Signalling 

The post is funded as part of a European Commission Framework 7 large-scale integrating project coordinated by Newcastle University and involving 14 partner centres in the UK, Germany, France, Spain, Italy, Norway and Switzerland. The project targets sensor-based monitoring of patient health status at home, concentrating on continuous monitoring of physiological parameters and discrete measurement of a defined set of biochemical species. D-LIVER also targets remote monitoring and control of the bio-artificial liver and communication with patient sensor networks and hospital information systems. Systems will be capable of remote, secure communication of the status of both the patient and the bio-artificial liver to central clinical services such that they can schedule swift and beneficial treatment and remedial actions. Also included in the project, as this high-risk activity, a research programme aimed at the production of human hepatocytes from pancreatic progenitor cells. These would be ideal for use in D-LIVER systems since they may provide an unlimited supply of hepatocytes, which would overcome drawbacks associated with both primary hepatocytes and stem cells.
For an informal discussion of the post, please contact Professor Matthew Wright (e-mail matthew.wright@newcastle.ac.uk ).   
