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Contents of our meeting

Hebrewis avery old languagelt hasbeen
spoken and written since the 17" century
BC. In this meetingwe will concentrateon
the realizations of the pharyngeal and
pharyngealizecsoundsin two periods (A)
In ancient Hebrew - Biblical or Classical

Hebrew - and (B) in Modern Hebrew
spokertoday:.

Thelastpartof our paper,sectionC, will
be devotedto a descriptionof the phonetic
realizations of the pharyngeal and
pharyngealizedounds



Section A Biblical or ClassicalHebrew

No audiorecordsof spokenHebrewsurvived
from the Biblical times,but we havea wealthof
different written sourceson Biblical Hebrew
scatteredn variousmuseumsroundthe world.

At our disposal are many manuscripts
among which are the Dead Sea Scrolls They
consist of roughly 900 documents,including
textsfrom the HebrewBible.



Many of the scrolls are now housedin the

nShrine of the Booko In the Israel National
I\/Iuseum,in Jerusalem
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According to carbon dating, textual and handwriting
analyses,the documentswere written at various times
betweenthe middle of the 2"d centuryBC and the year
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A sample fromlsaiah Scroll
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Copied from:
http://www.imj.org.il/shrine_center/lsaiah_Scrolling/index.html




Fragments of the scrolls on display at the
Archaeological Museum, Amman, Jordan



The majority of the scrolls were
made from animal skins, but there
were also a few made from
papyrus or copper.

A fragment of the copper scroll
IS currently on display at the
Archaeological Museum in Amman



In addition to manuscripts,we also have
letters, signing marks, andcoins



Bar—Kokhba Ietters and COIMfS)m 130- 136 C.E.)
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Part of Bar-Kokhba letter dated April 39, year 132 ('On the

twenty-elghth marhesvanof the 39 year of Simon beén Kosiba, prince of
Israel..’, from Y. Yadin, Bar-Kokhba1971])

$565

Coin of Simon ben Kosiba (=Bar-
Kokhba), showing the Temple with
the Messianicstar on the roof and
the Ark of the Covenant inside
(British Museum)
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Bronze Coin from Gamla, before 67 C.E.
(inscription is in old Hebrew, antiquity museum of

the Golan)

Private seal impression bearing
the nameévieshulam (son of)
Ahimelech(d  _ 1 1 4, Tel 1
Lachis,8th century B.C.

Hebrew signing magkrom
the 7t century B.C.



Here are 2 examples(rom thousands)0f Hebrew
scripton oStraca (pottery,clay tabletswith writing in ink )

Ostracon from Tel Lachish:

Ostracon from Metsad a letter in Hebrew script,

- - dated &' century B.C.
Hg‘stggv%acgﬁ?dreyv Bsglpt Room 57, The Ancient Levant, Iin

the British Museum



