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The English quotative system has been the site of recent and rapid change. The innovative collocation be like has made substantial inroads since its genesis in the early 1980s (Butters 1982). Concomitantly, speakers have been shifting toward higher rates of reported inner monologue, while increased use of more traditional forms such as the null form, think, and go has also been reported (Cheshire et al. 2005; Tagliamonte & D’Arcy 2007; Buchstaller & D’Arcy 2008). What we appear to be witnessing is whole-scale reorganization of the way in which dialogue is constructed. At the same time, be like has been diffusing vigorously across varieties of English (Romaine & Lange 1991). This renders the form a prime test case for investigating the linguistic processes that operate at the nexus of global forms and their local interpretations (Buchstaller 2008). However, if we are to understand the construction of dialogue and the ways in which its various meanings are managed and encoded, a perspective other than ‘here and now’ is crucial. In this talk I explore the interconnections between longitudinal developments in the quotative system (drawing on ONZE, 1851-1988) and the localization of be like in extra-territorial varieties of English (drawing on ICE). What I will argue is that this kind of two-pronged approach, one that takes both time and space into consideration, is fundamental to understanding both ongoing shifts in the paradigm and the grass roots forces that act upon supralocal features.
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