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Centre for Research in Linguistics and Language
Sciences (CRILLS)

With over 40 academic staff and approximately 140 Postgraduate Research students
in linguistics and language sciences across Newcastle University, we are the largest
team of linguists in the UK, and we offer both breadth of expertise, ranging from the
highly theoretical to the very applied, and a pool of interdisciplinary research activities,
bridging theory and application.

CRILLS activities include:

Provision of research infrastructure e.g. administrative support
Annual Postgraduate Conference in Theoretical and Applied Linguistics
Publication of a student-led Working Paper Series in Linguistics
Sharing of methodological expertise e.g. corpora, statistics, software etc.
Coordinated seminar series including international speakers
Research away-days at which members present their research

The CRILLS resource room provides a range of state-of-the-art resources for researchers and
research students, including access to linguistics software and databases as well as space for
meetings, seminars and social activities.

The Centre also hosts the following Special Interest Groups (SIGs) which meet regularly:
*  Adult Language Disorder Research Group

Child Language Research

Language in Context

Micro-Analysis Research Group (MARG)

Phonetics

Second Language Acquisition

Syntax

Theoretical Phonology and more are planned...



Types of Postgraduate Degree

MA and MSc.

1 year full time, (2 years part time). Students take 120 credits
of taught modules, including 20 credits in Research Training.
Other modules may be either 10 credits or 20 credits. In
addition, you write a dissertation (of about 15,000 words,
worth 60 credits) on a topic chosen in consultation with a

supervisor.

M.Litt.

1 year full-time, (2 years part time). This is a personalised
research masters degree for those with some background
in the field. The only taught component of this course consists
of Research Training. Students write four extended research
projects on topics chosen in consultation with a supervisor,
plus a dissertation (of about 15,000 words). This degree
offers excellent preparation for doctoral research.

M.Res.

1 year full-time, (2 years part-time). This provides preparation
for an ESRC-sponsored PhD. Students take 60 credits of
research training, 60 credits of subject modules and write a
dissertation (15,000 words).

MPhil.
This is a 1 year (2 years part-time) research degree devoted
to the writing of a dissertation of about 50,000 words.

Integrated PhD (IPhd).

3-4 years full-time (6 years part time). This degree offers a
combination of taught modules and research thesis. The first
two years are devoted to the taught component, consisting
of research-training and subject modules. Students then
conduct their own research, writing up a dissertation of about
50,000 words.

PhD.

This is a research degree, devoted to the supervised research
for and writing up of, a thesis of about 80,000 words. The
standard length of time is 3 years, with the possibility of a
fourth year for writing up. Also offered part-time (6 years).

A range of funding opportunities are available for our
postgraduate programmes, both Masters and Doctorates.
Depending on the programme, Research Council funding
may be available (ESRC or AHRC). Newcastle
University International

Postgraduate Scholarships (NU-

IPS) up to £3000 are also

available across all academic

schools, and individual

schools may offer additional

opportunities. Please check our

website for details.




Newcastle University hosts the largest centre of expertise
in Linguistics and Language Sciences in the UK, with well
over forty world-class academics active in research and
teaching. Both the Complete University Guide published by
The Independent and the Times Good University Guide
ranked Linguistics at Newcastle 3™ in the subject league
tables in 2009. The Guardian’s University Guide 2009
describes the University as ‘perennially popular’ with an
‘impressive academic record’.

Postgraduate teaching and research supervision across a
wide range of specialisms in theoretical, descriptive and
applied linguistics and speech science is offered
collaboratively under the auspices of CRILLS by three
Schools in the University:
. School of Education, Communication and
Languages Sciences (SECLS)
. School of English Literature,
Language and Linguistics (SELLL)
. School of Modern
Languages (SML)

In the 2008 research assessment exercise, Linguistics at
Newcastle was ranked 3rd in the UK in terms of ‘research
power’, that is a combination of the quality of research
produced and the number of active researchers.

Well-known textbooks by CRILLS staff include:

* Analysing Sentences (Burton-Roberts)

» Second Language Learning & Language Teaching
(Cook)

* Introducing Phonetics & Phonology (Davenport &

Hannahs)

A Linguistic Introduction to Spanish (MacKenzie)

German Grammar in Context (Fehringer)

Second Language Learning Theories (Mitchell & Myles)

Syntactic Theory (Poole)

The Interactional Architecture of the Language Classroom

(Seedhouse)

* Understanding Syntax (Tallerman)

*  The Internet (Windeatt)

»  Cognitive Neuropsychological Approach to Assessment
and Intervention in Aphasia: A Clinician's Guide
(Whitworth, Webster, Howard).

*  Children's Pragmatic Communication Difficulties
(Leinonen, Letts, Smith)

»  Urban Voices: Accent Studies in the British Isles (Foulkes,
Docherty)

+  Conversation Analysis Profiles for People with
Aphasia/Cognitive Impairment (Whitworth, Perkins,
Lesser)



Degree Courses Offered

School of Education, Communication and
Language Sciences

Taught degrees

MA Applied linguistics and TESOL

Starting September, 2009: MSc in Evidence-Based

Practice in Communication Disorders

MSc Language Pathology

M.Res Applied Linguistics

MA Cross-cultural Communication &...
...Applied Linguistics or International
Marketing or Education or Media Studies or
International Management or
International Relations

Research degrees [MPhil - Integrated PhD - PhD)

In the Speech Sciences section of SECLS, research
supervision is offered in normal and impaired human
communication processes - assessment of and therapy for
communication disorders - phonetics - normal and impaired
development of language in children.

In the Applied Linguistics section, research focuses on
theories and practices of second-language and multilingual
acquisition - cross-cultural communication - discourse analysis
- computer-assisted language learning and assessment.

The IPhD in Educational and Applied Linguistics
offers a wide range of specialisms, including 2" language
acquisition and cross-cultural communication pathways.

The School has ESRC recognition (with a quota for 1+3)
and three routes to the degree of PhD.

School of English Literature, Language and
Linguistics

Taught degrees

MA Linguistics & English Language
MA Linguistics & Language Acquisition (with SML)
MA Linguistics of European Languages (with SML)

Research degrees (MLitt ¢ Integrated PhD ¢ PhD])

Supervision is offered in research in all the descriptive/
theoretical linguistics areas offered in the above MAs: Syntax
- morphology - phonology - semantics - pragmatics -
sociolinguistics - dialectology - discourse analysis - historical
linguistics - grammar, language and mind - 15t language
acquisition - the application of theoretical linguistics to 2nd
language acquisition and certain language disorders - and
all aspects of the English language.







