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Companies: Introduction 
 
Definition: “A company is an association or collection of individuals. Company members share a 
common purpose and unite in order to focus their various talents and organize their collectively 
available skills or resources to achieve specific, declared goals. Typically an institution to conduct 
business such as a shipbuilding yard”. Based on Ref: Wikipedia  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Company [accessed 06-04-2017] 
 
Companies: Holdings 
The Collection holds company materials (unpublished company records), mostly corporate, financial, 
technical together with ship, yard, plant, equipment plans and photos, etc. Including:- 
 

Company Our holdings 
British Shipbuilders. Newcastle upon Tyne, NE England, UK. 
The nationalised UK shipbuilder.  

[cataloguing in progress] 

Hughes Bolckow. Blyth, Northumberland, NE England. 
Shipbreaker.  

[cataloguing in progress] 

Middle Docks & Engineering. South Shields, on the River 
Tyne, Country Durham, NE England, UK. Shiprepairing.   

[cataloguing in progress] 

North Eastern Marine. Wallsend & Sunderland, Tyneside & 
Wearside, NE England, UK. Marine engine-building. 

[cataloguing in progress] 

Shipbreaking Industries, Faslane Faslane, Firth of Clyde, 
Scotland. Shipbreaking. 

[cataloguing in progress] 

Swan Hunter. Wallsend, Walker, Hebburn, Tyneside, all on 
the River Tyne, near Newcastle upon Tyne, NE England, UK.  
Shipbuilder. 

[cataloguing in progress] 

T. W. Ward of Sheffield. Yorkshire, Northern England, UK. 
Shipbreaking. 

[cataloguing in progress] 

Wallsend Slipway & Engineering, Wallsend, on the River 
Tyne, near Newcastle upon Tyne, NE England, UK. 
Shipbuilding.  

[cataloguing in progress] 

William Allan, Scotia Engine Works Sunderland, on the River 
Wear, County Durham, NE England, UK. Marine engine-
building. 

[cataloguing in progress] 

Additionally small amounts of materials from many other 
companies.  

[cataloguing in progress] 

 
Please search the Collection’s website for Search Collection then Catalogue which will list some of 
the materials from the above companies. Also Search Collection then Shipbreaking, Shipbuilding, 
Shiprepairing, and Marine Engineering. Also Search Collection then Company Documents.  
 
Companies: Example Pages 
 
• British Shipbuilders Corporation, Newcastle upon Tyne, England, 1977 - 1989.  
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Introduction: “The corporation was founded as a 
result of the Aircraft and Shipbuilding Industries 
Act 1977, which nationalised 27 major 
shipbuilding and marine engineering companies 
in Great Britain. A further 6 ship repair companies 
and a further shipyard were also acquired by the 
corporation, with British Shipbuilders initially 
comprising 32 shipyards, 6 marine engine works 
and 6 general engineering plants. Collectively, 
British Shipbuilders accounted for 97% of the UK's 
merchant shipbuilding capacity, 100% of its 
warship-building capacity, 100% of slow speed 
diesel engine manufacturing and approximately 
50% of ship-repair capacity. Harland & Wolff, the 
only shipbuilder based in Northern Ireland was 
deemed to be a special political case and 
remained out of the control of the British 
Shipbuilders' management, despite it also being 
in state ownership from 1977”.  Ref: 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Shipbuilders 
[accessed 14-02-2017] 
 

 
The Collection has various materials including 
BS product data sheets of ship designs, both 
actual and proposed.   

 

• T. W. Ward of Sheffield  

Introduction [under construction] The Collection holds various materials including 
the sales catalogue for the breaking of the 
ocean liners Majestic and the Olympic. 
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How to contact the Collection: 

The Marine Technology Special Collection 
Newcastle University 
Room 3.32 
Armstrong Building 
Queen Victoria Road 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7RU 
United Kingdom 

Email: marine.archive@newcastle.ac.uk 
 
Telephone: +44 (0) 191 20 83522  

or 86718 (Enquiries) 
 
URL: 
www.ncl.ac.uk/marine/facilities/specialcollection/ 
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