	‘A Hardening of Lines’: The Politics of Landscape, Religion and Identity in Northern Kenya

Liz Watson 

Department of Geography, 

University of Cambridge 

This paper explores the role played by religion in the growing salience of identity politics and inter-ethnic conflict in the border regions of northern Kenya. It argues that the increasing violence is not directly related to new religious identities, but is connected to ways in which religion structured engagement with landscape and to subjectivities fostered by these people-landscape relations. Using the cases of the pastoral Boran and Gabra, the paper illustrates how indigenous beliefs, practices and institutions constructed a ‘ritual topography’ through which people moved in prescribed ritual migrations. The entangled migration routes of different ethnic groups helped to foster a sense of respect for difference and co-existence. Widespread conversion to Islam and to Christianity has been accompanied by an abandonment of the ritual cycles. Ritual sites are no longer visited as part of people’s routinized rites of passage, but now feature in the heated debates between political elites over different ethnic ‘territories’. They have shifted from being embodied ritual practices to becoming symbolic political capital. This paper explores the role of religion in these political struggles through the lenses of Doreen Massey’s work on space (Massey 2005) and Tim Ingold’s work on landscapes (Ingold 2007). Both scholars implicate social engagements with space in the construction of subjectivities and relations to others, but they are silent on religion. This paper demonstrates that religious ideas and rituals are central to these processes and that research into religion and ritual enriches understandings of people-landscape relations and the associated inter-group relations. 



	‘Faith matters’
Dr Sarah Johnsen
Research Fellow
Centre for Housing Policy
University of York
Membership Officer of the Housing Studies Association: http://www.york.ac.uk/inst/chp/hsa/ 

When conducting research on homelessness and other forms of social exclusion – which is what most of my work entails – it would be almost impossible to avoid reflecting on how my positionality influences my interactions with vulnerable groups, and engagements with practitioners and policy makers. In this panel presentation, I will reflect on my recent experiences in an AHRC/ESRC funded exploration of the role of faith-based organisations in the provision of services for homeless people.  It was during this project that, for the first time (belatedly, perhaps?), I became very aware that it is not just demographic characteristics, social background, status as an academic researcher etc. that ‘matter’ to research participants and audiences – but that ‘faith’ does too, in very important ways. 


	A proposal for a geography of British Christianity

Nadia von Benzon

University of Manchester

Christianity is an issue of both social and spatial significance in the UK.  Christianity in Britain is a unique source of social conflict as well as social cohesion.  Struggles between Roman Catholics and Protestants shape both the social and spatial worlds of communities and individuals not only in Northern Ireland but also across parts of Scotland.   By contrast, Christian churches and groups are responsible for providing a range of social services and voluntary care to many of the most marginalised people; both in congregations and the local community.

Christianity in the UK is highly regionalised, with patterns of denominational affiliation reflecting historical religious ties which contradict other trends towards cultural homogenisation as a product of globalisation.  For example, there is a clear North West/South East dividing line between the predominance of Roman Catholics and Anglicans, whilst Methodism is predominantly a practice of those in the North and West and Baptists are concentrated in the South East.    However, the spatiality of Christianity in the UK also illustrates the socio-cultural influence of Christian immigrants, historically illustrated by Roman Catholicism in areas of Irish immigration, and in recent years, the prevalence in Pentecostal churches in areas of immigration of the African diaspora (Rodriguez-Toulis, 1997).

  This paper will present initial findings from a research project exploring the distribution f Christians in the UK, arguing that the geography of Christians in Britain is of social and spatial importance and worthy of increased attention within geography.



	Alevis in Cemevis, Turks in Mosques: Rethinking the ‘Official-ness’ of Places of Worship

Murat Es

PhD Candidate

Department of Geography, UNC at Chapel Hill; Department of Anthropology, VU University Amsterdam

Lily Kong has defined places of worship such as mosques and churches as ‘officially sacred’. Yet certain manifestations of such religious places call for rethinking them beyond the official-ness they have come to bear. Approaching places of worship as officially sacred has had the unwanted effect of reaffirming the image of such places as rather homogenous and taken for granted in comparison to other, ‘unofficial’ sites of religious practice and imagination. This paper discusses Muslim ‘places of worship’ by combining explorations of representational practices revolving around those with an analysis of the related material practices through which religious spaces are created and sustained in secularized contexts. I make a parallel reading of the emergence of cemevis (Alevi ‘houses of worship’) in Turkey and ‘Turkish’ mosques (Sunni ‘places of worship’) in the Netherlands. Cemevis are Alevi centers that are recognized only as ‘cultural’ but not as ‘religious’ institutions, because of the specificities of secularism in Turkey. Mosques in the Netherlands have been increasingly expanding their operations into the realm of ‘cultural practices’ because of a multicultural regime of governance that codes religion as an aspect of ethnic difference. Both cemevis and Dutch mosques demonstrate the complexity of relations between ethnicity and faith/religion.  Claims to religious places by actors with diverse agendas blur the distinction between culture, religion and ethnicity and show how the ‘religious’ and the ‘cultural’ i.e. the ‘secular’, cannot be contained neatly as separate spheres, but mix together as they constitute each other.  In the process representational practices revolving around cemevis and mosques transform the material practices of religion and ethnicity becomes ontologized through politics of place.



	Artistic explorations of Middle Eastern-American Identities

Alexander Leo Phillips

Ph.D Candidate Aberystwyth University 

The study of artistic practices and traditions has long been of interest to political and cultural geographers in their discussions of identity.  With ever increasing global tensions and interactions, art can be said to offer an increasingly attractive avenue of study for geographical scholars. In recognition of the opportunities this affords, the paper draws upon a number of in-depth discussions conducted with three contemporary Middle Eastern-American artists who use diverse art forms to explore, negotiate and practise the intersections of various hybrid identities.  Using a potent mix of both Islamic and American artistic traditions, historical narratives, Islamic iconography and calligraphy, popular cultures and political discourses, this paper demonstrates how artists are able to conceive, fabricate and enact both individual and collective aspects of identity through their artistic practises. Furthermore, the paper seeks to offer the artists personal reflections upon their time, experience and place within American society. Inspired by ‘The Seen and the Hidden: (Dis)covering the Veil’ exhibition held at the Austrian Cultural Forum in New York City, the paper addresses the religious connotations of their work, making specific reference to the literal and metaphorical interpretations of the meaning of the veil in contemporary American society. 



	Beggaring belief? Placing religion in segregation research 

Richard Gale, Lecturer in Human Geography, CPLAN, Cardiff University

In the UK context, ‘religion’ has come to figure prominently in public debates over residential segregation, with research in this area being granted a significant boon by the contentious inclusion of a question on religion in the 2001 Census. In the decade since the Census was taken, segregation research has served an important critical function in debunking the myth that religious and minority ethnic groups are residentially ‘self-segregating’ (Peach, 2006; Phillips, 2006; Simpson, 2004, Finney and Simpson, 2009). However, as the 2011 Census approaches, it is timely to re-engage the conceptual and empirical debate over precisely how ‘religion’ is conceptualised within segregation research. To this end, the paper begins with a critical review of recent segregation research, drawing on original findings of research into the relationship between internal migration and residential segregation amongst religious populations in Birmingham. The paper then moves on to argue the case for a mixed-methodological strategy in segregation research that is sufficient to overcome the dual problems of a) tending to approach ‘religion’ as an epiphenomenon of ethnicity rather than as a category of social identity sui generis; and b) reckoning religion and other markers of social identification in terms of residence alone, to the neglect of wider, more complex patterns of social-spatial interaction. 



	Beliefs and Experience in the Contemporary Haunted Home 

Dr Caron Lipman

This paper examines the relationship between belief and the experience of anomalous phenomena. It is based on research for a recently completed PhD thesis which explored people’s relationships to their ‘haunted’ homes within England and Wales. Religious studies researcher Marion Bowman has argued that in order to understand religion, it is ‘necessary to understand the relationship between official, folk and individual beliefs and practices’. This paper will offer insights into the different and often complex ways religious, supernatural and folkloric beliefs inform people’s interpretations of uncanny events within their homes. It will describe the ways in which these influence the narratives people create in order to relate to their haunted domestic interiors. These narratives are often contested within households (often along gender lines) because of competing systems of knowledge, and ideas about evidence, proof, and what counts for ‘experience’. Lastly, the paper will examine methodological issues arising from this project, and offer practical insights into approaches to researching religious, supernatural or spiritual experience within particular geographical contexts.



	Bodies out of Place:  Race, Religion and Muslim Youth

Anoop Nayak

This paper explores how the intersecting categories of race, religion and youth are being reconfigured in the post-9/11 landscape.  The study suggests that recent articulations of race and religion are formative of a new youth ‘moral panic’ that situates Muslim youth as contemporary ‘folk devils’.  Based on the testimonies of young Muslim men and women living in the North East of England I argue that postmodern celebrations of hybrid transnational belonging need to be tempered with a material account of the ‘power-geometries’ of race, class and religion which have a fixing effect upon visibly marked bodies.  A key contradiction identified at the heart of contemporary British politics is the underlying tension between the utopian ideal of a global mobile cosmopolitanism and the uneven enforcement of citizenship tests, security measures and community cohesion agendas.  The paper concludes that contemporary Muslim youth are positioned less as worthy citizens and more as ‘bodies out of place’ – dark matter that is challenging claims to whiteness, Britishness and the nation state.



	Burning Desires: Death, Identity and YouTube Creativity

Lakhbir Jassal

The University of Edinburgh

This paper will examine the cultural nexus of “British Asian” identity construction through the geographies of death in Britain. Its specific focus is the recent battles over the right to open pyre cremation for British Hindus and Sikhs. The paper relates this contemporary ‘burning’ dilemma to past battles of belonging and citizenship in the UK, and to an on-going creative negotiation of identity and cultural rites demanded by being British Asian. It will examine these questions by way of content loaded onto youtube by British Asians about their pyre rituals and activism. The paper interrogates the creative negotiation and accommodation involved in the living carving out a space of belonging for their dead in an imperfectly multicultural nation.



	Children, Young People and Religion: Mapping the Terrain

Peter Hemming & Nicola Madge, Brunel University

The literature on children, youth and religion has, until recently, been rather scarce. Traditionally, the majority of work in this area took place within the Piagetian developmental paradigm (e.g. Goldman 1964), or involved the use of quantitative methods to measure the religiosity of children and young people (e.g. Kay & Francis 1996). More recently, there has been increasing interest in the topic, both through large-scale surveys looking at religious belief and practice (e.g. Smith & Denton 2005; Mason et al. 2007) and qualitative studies focusing on religious experience, identity and spirituality (e.g. Nesbitt 2004, Smith 2005, Hopkins 2006, Hyde 2008). In this paper, we explore the diverse literature on children, young people and religion in order to highlight our current knowledge in this area. Specifically, we focus on the characteristics of children and young people’s religious and spiritual outlooks, the ways in which religion intersects with other social identities, the nature of children and young people’s religious agency, and the various spaces and contexts through which their religious and spiritual lives are structured. We then go on to outline how the current AHRC/ESRC funded ‘Youth on Religion’ project at Brunel, Middlesex and Leeds Metropolitan Universities aims to contribute to some of these discussions and debates.



	Consecration and its meanings in modern cemeteries

Dr Julie Rugg

Cemetery Research Group

University of York

The cemetery has been viewed as a ‘modern’ phenomenon, with its introduction in the nineteenth century reflecting Foucauldian concerns about containment of the dead. Indeed, modern cemeteries may be configured as unholy machines, in which bodies are ordered according to regulations framed by public health concerns. Given the attraction of this symbolism, it is easy to overlook the religious history of municipal cemeteries. At the very heart of the Burial Acts of the 1850s there remained a belief that the business of burial was an ecclesiastical matter, and legislation required that at least half of each cemetery was consecrated. This act placed the so-blessed portion of the site within the aegis of the ecclesiastical law. 

This paper considers the meanings that were and are ascribed to the act of cemetery consecration, and the associated act of not-consecrating. In the nineteenth century, Anglican consecration could reflect the desire of the Church of England to ensure that its long-standing reliance on income from burial fees would remain unaffected by the ostensibly supply of burial space.  Clerical rights to compensation were assured if the land was consecrated. Indeed, it could be argued that Bishops were remarkably - and necessarily - hazy about what spiritual benefits might accrue from the act of consecration, given its association with Roman Catholic practices. However, the determination not to allow consecration could reflect belief that personal salvation and good works, rather than adherence to external ritual, was the truest path to heaven. 



	Cosmopolitanism, faith and community: young people, international volunteering and development in Latin America. 

Matt Baillie Smith (Northumbria University)

Nina Laurie (Newcastle University)

Peter Hopkins (Newcastle University)

Betsy Olson (Edinburgh University)

This paper explores the ways faith and development articulate with shifting notions of cosmopolitanism, global community and global citizenship. Drawing on the example of young people participating in short term faith based volunteering in Latin America, the paper explores the ways contemporary ideas of mission at one level provide imaginaries of global community and shared identity between volunteers and host communities. The paper suggests that these imaginaries provide potential spaces for ideas and practices of global and cosmopolitan citizenship by young people, and do so in ways that are lacking where secular and normative debates around global citizenship struggle with notions of political community and shared values. However, drawing on data from young volunteers and their personal transitions during international placements, we also suggest that contemporary realisations of mission and faith, as they interweave with neoliberal ideas of development and citizenship, and post-colonial ‘guilt’ around intervention, produce discourses of ‘sharing’ and ‘being with’ that flatten structural inequalities and difference. This process, and the young people’s experiences that result, limit the potential of those imagined spaces for developing political subjectivity on the part of young volunteers through the volunteering process. We conclude by suggesting that what results is effectively a ‘banal cosmopolitanism’ rooted in circumscribed encounters with distant difference, rather than one that either challenges the potentially ‘colonial cosmopolitanism’ of Christian mission or that uses such encounters to foster ideas of global justice. 



	Creating 'alternative geographies': religion and Brazilian migrants in London and ‘back home’

Olivia Sheringham

PhD student

Department of Geography

Queen Mary University of London 

This paper will present my current doctoral research, which explores the role of religion in the everyday lives and imaginations of Brazilian migrants in London, and the ways in which it enables them to create or maintain links with ‘back home’ in Brazil. While there exists a vast literature relating to migrant  ‘transnationalism’ and to the sociology - and more recently geograph(ies) - of religion, there is a striking dearth of research that examines the relationship between the two (Ebaugh & Chafetz, 2002). Indeed, despite the crucial importance of religion - and religious institutions - in international migration processes, the role of religion for the Brazilian diaspora remains a ‘glaring gap’ in existing research (Freston, 2008). This paper outlines a conceptual framework that seeks to examine the interplay between broader processes of global transformation in which religion plays a major role, and the ways in which the everyday religious practices and beliefs of migrants themselves transform and are transformed in more specific ways in their everyday lives. It then relates this specifically to some preliminary findings from qualitative research conducted in Goiânia, Brazil in July 2009 and further ongoing empirical work carried out with Brazilian migrants in London since September 2009. The paper seeks to highlight the ways in religion enables many migrants to create ‘alternative’ geographies: spaces for inclusion or belonging in an otherwise hostile environment. As well as focusing on religious institutions themselves, the paper will also consider how religion is interwoven - in positive and negative ways - into many aspects of the everyday lives of Brazilians in London and in Brazil. 



	Current trends in the study of religion in Mexico

Armando Garcia Chiang.
Licenciatura en Geografía Humana. Departamento de Sociología,
Universidad Autónoma Metropolitana Iztapalapa, Mexico

At present, it is possible to argue that globalization reminds us that the relationship between religion and politics set in the Western world, represented in the passage of the religious questions to the sphere of the private life, is rather an exception, not necessarily exportable and, therefore, its expansion around the planet is not inevitable.


In the case of Mexico, you cannot forget that we are facing a predominantly Catholic country. Consequently, it is not a surprise that this religion, especially its institutional side, has been the most studied aspect of religious phenomena. However, in the early years of this century, an undeniable decline of Catholicism and a process of recomposition of the religious, have opened new perspectives of study.
In this context, the aim of this paper is to discern the current trends in the study of the religious questions in Mexico, from the point of view of disciplines such as geography, sociology, history or anthropology. This work is based on a review of the academic works (individual or collective), of the research projects, or the study groups that have arisen in Mexico during last three decades.



	Emerging spaces of postsecular rapprochement in the contemporary city.

Paul Cloke, University of Exeter

Recent research into the provision of services for homeless people, and into the rise of localised campaigns favouring ethical consumption, has suggested that some significant and interesting  collaborations have been emerging in the public arena that challenge any public=secular / religion=private formulation. This paper examines some of  the factors that underpin these apparently postsecular moments: the neoliberal incorporation of faith-based organisations into public sector welfare regimes; the emergent discursive arena in which the search for justice and hope has led some material socialist philosophers to espouse (if not endorse) key theo-ethical tropes in their critique of the achievements of the secular age; and the willingness on behalf of some faith-motivated groups to eschew proselytization in favour of different forms of “service without strings” – a move which has led to more willing collaboration between those of faith, and of no faith. These kinds of rapprochement point to one form of resistance to the revanchist excesses of the so-called secular age.



	Encounters with sexual difference: Christian narratives from New York City

Presenting author: Johan Andersson

Co-authors: Joanna Sadgrove, Gill Valentine, Robert Vanderbeck and Kevin Ward

While dominant debates in the literature on geographies of encounter have focused on interaction across race and class divisions, this paper approaches the question of living with difference by looking at two identity categories – minority sexual orientation and religious belief – that transcend class and race affiliations (although they intersect with these categories in various complex ways). We are primarily interested in how American Christians respond to encounters with LGBT [Lesbian Gay Bisexual and Transgender] people and the extent to which contact with sexual difference affects values and intercultural understanding (we do not suggest that there is a Christian view per se on homosexuality, but draw on interviews with people who represent different sexual orientations and occupy a variety of positions on the issue of LGBT inclusion). 

Work on cosmopolitan urbanism has tended to prioritise the street as the key site for urban encounters, but we look at the parish church as a form of ‘micropublic’ where contact across lines of sexual identities frequently occur. The material in this paper was collected during 8 months of fieldwork in two parish churches in New York and consists of 50 recorded interviews, one focus group, as well as ethnographic observations, semi-structured unrecorded interviews and informal conversations with clergy and lay people. To capture the tension between the lived experiences in a metropolitan context where homosexuality is expressed relatively openly, and orthodox theological understandings of human sexuality, the paper focuses in particular on an evangelical case-study parish, which is publicly opposed to LGBT inclusion in the church. 



	Faith and the suburban landscape

Claire Dwyer, Geography, UCL 
David Gilbert, Geography, Royal Holloway

This paper addresses the conference theme of ‘space, place and belief’ by exploring the relationship between religion and suburbia.  The paper is focused on the distinctive experience of the suburbs of modern London.  However, it also addresses wider issues, notably by indicating that, except for very specific studies of North American ‘mega-churches’, religion has largely been disregarded by the ‘new suburban studies’, which have emphasized the diversity, heterogeneity and creativity of suburbia in contradistinction to older tropes.  The paper takes a long-term perspective, searching for points of contrast and comparison between mid-twentieth century campaigns by the Anglican and Catholic Churches to create new parishes in a supposedly secularizing, materialistic suburbia, and the rise of diasporic faith organizations in the same suburbs in the late twentieth century. The paper considers the intersections between religious organizations and the development of property markets; the hybridity of built forms; and the practices of suburban religion. We argue that religion has benefited from the flexibility of suburbia, and that attention should be paid to unexpected examples of the ‘enchantment’ of suburbia.  Finally we argue that key findings from the study of religion can contribute to the retheorization of suburban space that has been taking place in recent years. 


	Faith, encounter and confession: an undergraduate’s experience of the lecture theatre as a site of geographies of religion

Matt Finn

3rd Year Undergraduate Geographer, Durham University

Whilst some have located and positioned geographies of religion as spatially (and often experientially) distant to many contemporary academic geographers, this paper would seek to problematise certain assumptions relating to geographies of religion as being 'out there', exploring my own experience of the lecture theatre as a site for geographies of religion and even religious geographies.

The paper would be set in the context of my position as a third year undergraduate geographer who has conducted informal ethnographic research detailing the instances in which religion and spirituality has been explicitly mentioned or discussed in lectures. A brief exploration of blogging as a means of ‘creating space’ to process the challenges and opportunities the university experience presents to my own religious identity and practice will be given.

The lecture theatre, the essay, reading, student-with-student and student-with-lecturer interactions provide the possibility of encounters in which religious identities are enacted and performed, ‘confessed’ both in the sense of admitting to something and as a felt compulsion, as a ‘necessary’ response to divine disclosure. This occasions challenges in a context in which, “enlightenment narratives often define religion and belief as the Other to the scholar’s identity” (Yorgason & della Dora, 2009: 632).

The paper will argue that geographies of religion are present ‘within’ the university and so trouble constructions of the university as a secular or religiously disengaged space out from which research is conducted and seek to offer avenues for a more complex engagement with concepts of faith.



	Imana, the Forgotten Cause: Exploring the cause behind the ineffectiveness of religion  and spirituality in the face of the Rwanda genocide.

Richard M Benda

Manchester 
Imana was the undisputed divinity of ancient Rwandan people or  Abanyarwanda, the foundation and cornerstone of their identity, beliefs and daily lives; in short, their whole worldview. More than a mere spiritual deity, Imana gave the Abanyarwanda existential meaning, ethical framework, cultural identity and socio-political cohesion. Imana was also a geographical/territorial  divinity, Imana y’I Rwanda, who spent the day fulfilling his universal duties but come the evening, he would reintegrate his abode, Rwanda.

In 1994, the same Rwanda was rocked by what is arguably one of the most atrocious genocides of the 20th century. Around one million people were killed In the space of 3 months. It happened nearly 100 years after the Trinitarian God of the Christians and Allah of the Muslims had relegated Imana in the realms of barbaric  paganism and African superstitions, with a helping hand from colonialism. By then, 90 % of Rwandans were Christians and Muslims represented  around 7%.

Studies conducted about the Rwanda genocide focused mainly on the causes of such a tragedy in a seemingly homogeneous country and on how its wounds could be healed. This paper highlights the social political importance of the religion of Imana for the Banyarwanda of old. Could it be that its systematic annihilation by new religions led to an internal bleeding and an insidious collapse of national identity; the alienation and fragmentation of the Rwandan society, and hence be the remote and real cause behind the tragedy of 1994? Could a recovery of religion and spirituality be a catalytic factor in the post-genocide politics of reconciliation? 



	Innovative methods and methodologies in researching religion: Using iPods on field visits to places of worship

Dr Deirdre Burke

School of Law, Social Sciences and Communications

University of Wolverhampton

This session explores the potential of a mobile learning device (Apple iTouch iPod) to enhance student field visits to local places of worship. Places of worship are a valuable resource for student learning but often the value of the visit is linked to the quality of information and the style of presentation by the faith informant. In addition there is a particular problem for university students who need to go beyond basic information about history and artefacts. 

This session will report on ways that iPods were found to offer remedies to ‘pitfall’s’ on field visits by providing information in suitable depth, following methodologies explored in class and offering a range of media stimuli. The research was undertaken in 2009 on visits to a church, a mosque and a vihara. 

Overall the project found four main benefits for students. Firstly, the individualized nature of learning made it possible for students to explore points at their own pace, and to return to particular aspects for review. Secondly, the variety of media used in the tours provided consolidation for learning by providing a textual, visual, aural or video commentary on each aspect of the tour. Thirdly, the collaborative tour undertaken at the mosque paired students up to encourage dialogue through the encounter with the place in relation to the content of the iPod tour. Fourthly, the iPods made it possible to tailor the tour to the content of learning at university. This ensured that the field visits were connected to the input in lectures, to allow for a discussion on aspects of theory and practice in the field. 

	Is “methodological agnosticism” the (only) appropriate approach of a human geographer when dealing with religion?

Prof. Dr. Reinhard Henkel 
Dept. of Geography, University of Heidelberg

“There is no neutral observer where religion is concerned” (F.W.Graf) - this observation is in considerable tension with the necessary endeavour of social and cultural scientists to stay neutral when doing research on religion. If s/he takes it seriously, the researcher inevitably is confronted with his/her own biography, with contingencies of cultural imprints and with influences of certain (a)religious milieux. So it is essential that s/he is aware of this and does not ignore when doing research. Being a believer certainly is not a disadvantage in doing research on religion but can be an advantage, just as being a German can be (is?) an advantage for a researcher when studying German language, history or geography.



	Marching for God in the Global City: diasporic identities and the sacralisation of space in a Congolese transnational church in London

David Garbin

CRONEM (Centre for Research on Nationalism, Ethnicity and Multiculturalism, University of Surrey, UK)

On the 1st of January 2010 the brass band (fanfare) of a large Congolese Prophetic church (the Kimbanguist Christian Church) took part, for the first time, in the London New Year’s parade. During this annual street parade attended by thousands of people - broadcasted globally via Satellite TV - Kimbanguist migrants marched across central London performing ‘inspired’ sacred hymns. For these Congolese Kimbanguists who had settled in London in the early 1990s this unprecedented event contrasted with their habitual way of worshipping in an anonymous converted warehouse at the periphery of London, in the interstices of the post-industrial city.

In this paper I will use the ethnography of this event as prism and starting point to discuss the meanings of public space among Congolese Kimbanguists but also to address a set of issues raised by the presence of African churches in new diasporic settings. One of my objectives will be to explore the relationship between urban (in)visibility, sacred place-making, citizenship and diasporic belongings. Locating this Kimbanguist experience in a wider religious diasporic landscape, I will examine narratives of migration and emplacement in postcolonial diasporic context. I wish also to show the ways in which particular Kimbanguist ‘geographies of the sacred’ are linking local public/private spheres, other diasporic hubs in Europe or North America and the Holy City of the church, in the Democratic Republic of the Congo. 



	Multimedia Narratives and Co-reflective Synthesis: Unobtrusive Approach to Capture Authentic Subjective and Intersubjective Data

Bereket Loul

Leeds Metropolitan University

This paper draws from and reflects on the methodological design of an ongoing doctoral research. The research project places religion and spirituality as catalysts for deriving meaning at the centre of its exploration of the lived transition experiences of young refugees. The research put paramount importance on voice, reflexivity the authenticities of responses. To this end, the study adopts flexible and creative use of a mix of three interlinked qualitative research tools. Each instrument is administered in sequence and each stage informs the next. 

I. Multimedia Narratives: The research starts from a phenomenological exploration of individual subjective experience to generate rich narrative accounts. Respondents are encouraged to use a range of media (visual, auditory or text) to narrate their experience. The purpose is to allow respondents to explore pre‑cognitive areas and tell their story the way they deem best. 

II. Qualitative Interviews: The above is followed by co-reflective interpretation of the individual narratives using semi-structured interviews; to explicate underlying values and beliefs that shaped the perceptions and meanings attached to experience.

III. Reflective Group Dialogue: The project then employs ‘reflective group dialogue’ to co-construct the shared essence of the transition experience. The ‘group dialogue’ marks a shift in focus from the individual narratives, inner self and subjectivity; towards collective narratives, ‘public-self’ and intersubjectivity. 



	Past the Eye and Beyond Words: Representing Belonging among Pakistani Women

Michelle Brooks

Department of Geography

Bath Spa University

Conceived against a violent political backdrop, this paper presents 48 individual representations of Belonging hand-drawn by female, Pakistani, Muslim participants.  Challenging traditional methods of qualitative social research, the research sought to include the participation of British Pakistani women for whom low literacy and poor language skills often prove prohibitive. A new research tool was developed to conduct a 'sketch survey' which asked a sample of Pakistani women in Reading to draw a personal representation of 'belonging'. The supporting literature is organised into themes as is the analysis, these themes were chosen for their relevance to the target community. Utilising the work of scholars from the western academy as well as that of Pakistan and other Muslim countries, connecting lines are drawn between the South Asian diaspora, Islam, and social practices in Pakistan and Britain. Textual analysis of the sketches reveals experiential data which is presented contingently with a feminist, post-structuralist approach in response to traditional 'scientific and objective' research.  A significant aim was to include participants that would normally be unable to participate in qualitative research due to it's reliance on language or writing skills; the project design was centred on inclusivity. The distillation of the fieldwork is accompanied by autoethnography employed to pursue analysis of the researcher as well as the researched. In conclusion the methodology-focused design of the project is discussed and subsequently in place of 'findings' there is reflective evaluation of the project aims and acknowledgment of the benefits of embodied social research and the limitations of this particular project. The research was concluded with two exhibitions; one in the Pakistani Community and one in the academy. The paper discusses 'lessons learned' and the potential for this method of dissemination in Geographies of Religion and in particular Geographies beyond words. 



	Phenomenological inquiry as a tool in researching children’s religious experiences

Dr. Carol Anne Janzen, Acadia Divinity College, Wolfville, Nova Scotia, Canada 

Dr. Jim Parsons, Professor of Secondary Education at the University of Alberta, Canada

Phenomenological inquiry is an appropriate, commendable research methodology under-utilised in studying religious life. Although religion concerns that which is often ineffable, it also comprises a way of being in the world. In theological terms, Christianity, the faith tradition of these researchers, is strongly linked to the physical world, in spite of the emphasis on the cognitive aspects of Christian religious experience. 

This paper will recommend phenomenological inquiry as an approach to exploring what the Iona Abbey communion liturgy calls “the ordinary things of this world.” Using examples from recent research into children’s experiences of the “house of the church,” the paper will seek to demonstrate that Max van Manen’s methodology of hermeneutical phenomenology provides a way of gaining insight into how children experience their faith within their personal lifeworlds. Focussing on the four existential lifeworlds of relationality, corporeality, temporality and spatiality, which van Manen suggests are common to most human beings regardless of historical, cultural or social situatedness, the paper will represent data collection using the five physical senses as an organising mechanism by which to explore the religious geography of human experience. It will be argued that this methodology offers a creative approach constituting a broad, wholistic perspective of children’s spirituality in any faith tradition, including as it does the sensory and affective as well as the cognitive dimensions of lived religious experience. 



	Religion and political economy: a happy couple in human geography?

Justin Beaumont

Department of Planning

University of Groningen

Why is there such an aversion from certain neo-Marxist/ political economy quarters to critical and progressive social science that embraces religion, secularism and the postsecular in human geography? Linked to this overriding impulse is the more specific question: how can we differentiate between more progressive and reactionary impulses among faith-based organizations (FBOs) in cities? This paper pays attention to emergent debates on postsecularism in general and modes and spaces of postsecular engagement in cities in particular to better understand progressive faith praxis in European cities. The paper first discusses various lines of theoretical and philosophical enquiry that hints at a possible rapprochement, rather than inherent antagonism, between studies of religion and political economy within human geography. From this basis the papers draws upon evidence from the EU-7FP FACIT project (2008-10) to argue that (1) that we need to theorize and conceptualize changing dynamics between religion, politics and postsecular cities from a multiscalar perspective in the conviction that cities are the pre-eminent loci where these processes are taking place; and (2) there are various empirical instances of FBOs responding to problems of poverty, exclusion and deprivation in European cities across Europe that suggest a growing, at least changing, public role of faith-based groups in issues of secular social and political concern. While it is the case that such repositioning does not reflect a singular and functional reduction from neoliberalism (as certain political economy accounts might have it) and relates to the public sphere of cities in a variety of ways that are illuminated at the religion/ political economy interface. The paper points to a number of contested issues for critical reflection and discussion.
Justin Beaumont

January 2010



	Temple space and urban imaginary in prophetic texts of the Hebrew Bible
Mary Mills 

Professor of Biblical Studies at Liverpool Hope University. 

This paper will especially focus on the thought of Henri Lefebvre and Doreen Massey, with regard to the construction of space.

It will begin by setting out briefly the link between secular and religious worlds in the ancient city-state and will use this profile to engage with temple and city inter-action in material from Isaiah, Amos and Micah. This investigation will highlight the mood of the prophetic text, moving from temple-city as a site of despair to one of hope. In the next section the intertext with the key thinkers referred to above will be set out, using selected topics from The Production of Space and from For Space. These will include the subject of ‘architectonics’ and of space/ time intersections. The paper will explore the manner in which the urban world of the biblical text conveys socio-political meaning. Its overall aim is to consider the theme of space, place and belief. Place here is that of urban monuments while spatiality is linked to the production of belief connected with the varying fortunes of the city’s built environment.



	Thai Buddhist Women and Shifting Geographies of Hope and Resistance

Dr Barbara Kameniar

Melbourne Graduate School of Education

University of Melbourne, Australia

The Mae Chii represent a peculiarly Thai response to what it means to be a Buddhist woman. They fall outside of the traditional Buddhist categories of ordained and laypersons and are excluded by Religious and State law (Kameniar 2010). They have been described as “women in between” (Falk 2007). Their ambiguous status is materially and spatially evident through their presence within various wat (temple complexes) where their “inclusive exclusion” (Agamben 1998) in the male Sangha is reflected in and produced through the geography of the wat. 

While the mae chii have often been represented as a homogenous group of subordinate and submissive women who are little more than servants of the monks, this paper argues that such representations fail to take account of the shifting geographies in which local mae chii live. An examination of the geographies of some more recent wat, as well as the growth in feminine geographies such as samnak chii (nunneries) and educational institutions like Mahapajapati Theri Wittayalai in Isaan province, reveal that many mae chii are strong and fiercely independent women who have produced the spaces in which they live as sites of hope and resistance.

Findings referred to in this paper are drawn from fieldwork undertaken in 1990, 1991, 2007, and 2008 at sites in three different provinces in Thailand. 
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	The ambiguity of the sacred: Relics as museum exhibits and the construction of space and religious experience

Evgenia Mesaritou

Cyprus

The death of the recently canonized San Pio, universally known as Padre Pio, in 1968, was met with an intensification of a process of ‘charisma spatialization’ (Eade and Sallnow 1991b:81) at the shrine of Santa Maria delle Grazie, where his tomb is located. This process, which begun, on the saint’s own initiative with the construction of a clinic in San Giovanni Rotondo (Puglia, S. Italy), where the shrine is situated, was continued after the saint’s death by his fellow friars, who converted the old friary where Padre Pio lived into a sort of museum, displaying and exhibiting his pictures and relics. This conversion of spaces, that contributed in the transformation of the previously person-centered sacredness into a space-centered sacredness (ibid), created a ‘sacred’ route within the sanctuary that the shrine visitors can follow once at the site. In this route, the ways spaces, photographs and objects are arranged, produce a narrative about Padre Pio and ultimately the sacred. Making use of ethnographic data gathered during fieldwork conducted at the shrine in the year 2004-2005, in this paper, I propose to examine this route, in order to illustrate the role of space in the formation of the religious experience of the shrine’s visitors. In this framework, I will look, on the one hand, at how the structuring and arrangement of space and objects within it, triggers and guides the shrine visitors’ imagination, confining their readings of the saint’s meaning and producing an official discourse concerning the sacred, and how on the other, the visitors’ appropriation practices signify both space and the sacred, at times contesting official definitions and borders.


 Eade and Sallnow, 1991b, Introduction, in Eade, J., and Sallnow, M., (eds.), 1991a, Contesting the Sacred: The Anthropology of Christian Pilgrimage, Urbana and Chicago: University of Illinois (1-29) 



	The Christian Palestinians and Arabic Church in London

Suha Shakkour

The state of affairs in Palestine/Israel has figured prominently in media headlines for decades and been the subject of long-running international debate and academic literature. This discourse, however, has historically devoted considerably less attention to the issues arising from diversity within the Palestinian population, in particular, religious diversity. The terms ‘Arab’ and ‘Muslim’ have become nearly synonymous in the Western world, and it is an often overlooked detail that 6% of the overall Palestinian population is Christian. Included in this figure are the 50-60,000 of the 726,000 Palestinians who were displaced in the 1948 Nakba, and yet they have nonetheless been largely absent from both literature and debate. While this is changing to some extent for Christian Palestinians in the Middle East, there is scant literature that considers their lives in the ‘West’ and almost none on their experiences in Britain. Drawing on in-depth interviews with 20 Christian Palestinians residing in London, this paper will consider the role of the Arabic Church in the formation of a Christian Palestinian community in London. Founded in the 1970s by a small group of Christian Palestinians who had arrived in Britain shortly after 1948, it quickly became a meeting place for Arab Christians of all denominations and nationalities. As will be shown, however, the church’s popularity was due largely to the lack of a visible Arab presence in Britain and the need to belong to a community which spoke Arabic, had similar customs and traditions, and most importantly, shared the experience of exile. 


	The everyday urban spiritual: placing ‘spiritualities of life’ in context.

Louisa Cadman, University of Glasgow

Jennifer Lea, University of Reading

Chris Philo, University of Glasgow

The 'spiritual sector' is growing in economic, social and cultural significance in the UK. Large numbers of people participate regularly in some form of spiritual practice, and particularly significant are those practices named as 'spiritualities of life' (e.g. yoga, meditation and t'ai chi). These have been framed in terms of a ‘massive subjective turn of modern culture’ (Taylor 1991). Here, life is not lived in relation to external rules, but in ‘reference to one’s own subjective experiences’ (Heelas and Woodhead 2005). An inward gaze means that conduct is determined in relation to individual feelings, emotions and bodily states.

This gives rise to a wide and controversial range of possibilities for the creation of differently shaped relations to the self, and thus alternative forms of selfhood. These range from narcissism (Lasch 1980) to a ‘care of the self’ (Foucault 2005) that might have ‘socially radical implications’ (Woodhead 2007). However, thus far, there has been little empirical exploration of this range of possibilities. How ‘subjective experiences arise through social practices and interactions rather than pre-exist in a pristine state’ (Wood 2009) has not been interrogated. 
This paper introduces research that aims to develop an understanding of the multiple ‘spiritual’ as assembled in the context of everyday urban lives. Using a case study approach, the research will give a grounded illustration of what the contemporary urban spiritual landscape in the UK looks like. In introducing the research questions and methods, the paper will explore three areas: spiritual space-times, spiritual identities and spiritual authority. 



	The influence of Religion on Civic and Political Engagement among Young Jains in the UK and USA

Bindi Shah

Roehampton University, UK

The resurgence of Jainism in the 1990s and beyond among second-generation Jains in the UK and USA provides an opportunity to investigate the role of Jainism in influencing political values and citizenship among young Jains. The ethic of ahimsa or non-violence is a fundamental principle in Jainism and all Jain beliefs, practices, rituals and traditions emanate from the central theme. Utilizing qualitative data, I examine whether and in what ways the ethic of non-violence and Jainism in general, influences political commitments among young Jains in these two countries. In particular, I ask whether Jainism encourages or discourages interest in or indifference to politics? Does it shape a commitment to formal institutional politics? Does it encourage or discourage civic engagement or activism? What role does it play in influencing values and shaping visions of the perfect society and the ‘good’ citizen?  Finally, what similarities and differences in political commitments and interest are there among young Jains in the two countries?



	The meanings of communion: Anglican identities, the sexuality debates, and Christian relationality

Robert M. Vanderbeck*

Gill Valentine*

Kevin Ward**

Joanna Sadgrove*

Johan Andersson*

* School of Geography, University of Leeds

** Department of Theology and Religious Studies, University of Leeds

Recent discourse on the Anglican Communion has been dominated by notions of a ‘crisis’ and ‘schism’ resulting from conflicts over issues of homosexuality.  Existing accounts of the Communion have often tended to emphasise the perspectives of those most vocal in the debates (particularly bishops, senior clergy, and pressure groups) or to engage in primarily theological analysis.  This article examines the nature of the purported ‘crisis’ within the Communion from the perspectives of Anglicans in a selection of local parishes in three different national contexts: England, South Africa, and the US.  Unusually for writing on the Communion, attention is simultaneously given to parishes that have clear pro-gay stances, those that largely oppose the acceptance of homosexual practice, and those with more ambivalent positions.  In doing so, the article extends both the growing body of literature on lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender Christians as well as wider discussions about the contested nature of contemporary Anglican and other Christian identities.  Key themes that are explored include the divergent ways in which the relationships of the Communion were (or were not) valued by parishioners; the complexities of parish, denominational, and communion-level identities; and competing visions of the role of the Communion in producing unity or preserving diversity amongst Anglicans.  



	The Sacred and Body Boundaries: Insights into Trafficking for Sexual Exploitation

Amy M. Russell

The sacred can be understood as a spatial term, a dormant boundary that is brought into being through the profound responses felt when certain boundaries are crossed. It is a tool to analyse anxiety around boundaries and border crossings and it provides insights into social responses to certain boundary crossings. In this paper I examine letters by women trafficked from post-Soviet countries to Israel and utilize the sacred as a tool to understand the spatial orderings and transgressions that take place in this process. My focus is on the boundaries of the female body yet these are troubled and questioned by the act of undocumented border crossing. During the journey of TFSE women pass through the airport and the changing landscape of the desert. Each environment impacts upon the bodies and identities of the women in different ways. I will examine each of these transgressions examining to what degree they are transgressions of non-negotiable boundaries that can be understood as sacred boundaries that are experienced socially. 

I then move from social boundaries to personal boundaries. Within these narratives emerge themes of pollution, bodily autonomy, innocence, shame and fragmentation of self. I will examine the embodied effects of transgressing private, physical spaces that should be sacred zones of inviolability. Moving from purity and pollution theory (Douglas) we explore the transgression of boundaries through attraction and repulsion (Bataille) as awareness of the permeability of bodily boundaries which can be conceptualised as an awareness of the pervasion of the abject. The damage that TFSE does to the perceived inside of a woman is expressed through motifs of pollution and the abject. Their narratives record a breakdown of inside and outside suggesting the boundary between the two must have been transgressed and the inside polluted by this transgression. We will see an embodied, individualised approach to the sacred where the loss of what has been conceptualised as sacred boundaries is experienced as a pollution and experienced as a breakdown of intimate boundaries.



	The Shop Front: Attracting Religious Consumers and the Business of the Local Church

James Corah

This paper will identify and explore the role that the local Church plays within the economic reproduction of the religious spaces of the institutions of the Church of England, Baptist Union of Great Britain, and Assemblies of God within the UK. Indeed, it will argue that the local Church acts as the key fundraising node, with the highest percentage of each institutions income engendered through the receipt of monetary gifts from congregations. However, contemporary debates surrounding secularization theory suggest that less people are currently attending Church and, thus, future returns from such an income source are not secure. Consequently, the paper will identify two ways in which Churches have sought to maximise and safeguard this revenue. First, it will draw upon contemporary debates surrounding an alleged recent consumerisation of religion (Karner and Aldridge, 2004; Aldridge, 2007; Aupers and Houtman, 2006) in order to identify ways in which the Church institutions have sought to modify their practices as to become attractive to religious consumers. This will include discussion of the adoption of contemporary advertising techniques and the alteration of the geography of the Church; with the Church of England seeking to alter its traditional parish system in order to become more relevant to, what it sees, as being a ‘post-modern network society’ (The Church of England, 2004). Second, the paper will explore several techniques that are employed in order to stimulate further giving from existing members of the Church. 



	University Challenges: religion, the everyday, and campus politics

Rhys Dafydd Jones

PhD Student

IGES, Aberystwyth University

University campuses are frequently regarded as enlightened spaces, where an ethos of acceptance and tolerance is widely expected.  Like the city, the campus may be a microcosm where people from diverse backgrounds share space, experience everyday political encounters, and make claims for inclusion.  However, this acceptance may also counterpoised by an exclusivity, both within the student body and by University structures.

This paper examines the campaign to locate a mosque on the campus of Aberystwyth University in the 1990s; although this campaign did not fulfil its desired goals, its outcomes raise some important points about the nature of publicity and accommodating difference.  Drawing on archive sources, discussion is structured around three issues.


The first adopts Fraser's (1990) notion of the counterpublic to understand the significance of the university campus and university mosque as spaces that enable particular practices of citizenship to be performed or prohibited which, in turn, informed debates about situating a mosque on campus.  The second explores how the conversion of an old gymnasium on University grounds made Muslim students a hidden community, simultaneously present and absent, and both permitting and restricting the practice of their religious citizenship.  The final aspect enquires how the perceived tolerance of the University, in providing Muslims with a space to pray, was undermined by a number of small-scale, everyday incidents, thus demonstrating the complexities and internal contradictions of institutionalised tolerance.



	Visualising home as a religious space: using auto-photography to explore the making of ‘Muslim space’.

Imogen Wallace, PhD Research Student, Geography Department, Queen Mary University of London, 

Contemporary methodological debates within social sciences have increasingly focused upon questions of emotion, embodiment and the performativity of place. Such debates have been particularly pertinent to the development of geographies of religion. An emphasis upon studying relational and emotional relationships to place raises particular methodological challenges, whereupon there has been a call to both develop new techniques and to adapt traditional methods in order to recognize and reflect upon the routine, emotional and embodied aspects of everyday social worlds, lives and interactions. 

This paper is drawn from in-depth fieldwork carried out with 28 Muslim women in Bristol and London. I outline how the use of auto-photography, which is a participant led photography exercise, facilitated an exploration of my participants’ homes without having to be ‘in situ’. Drawing upon my participants’ images and narratives, I focus upon the importance of making the home a Muslim space through religious practice. I examine the primacy of embodied acts of prayer and the prioritisation of the aural. I draw out the temporal, gendered, material and sensory aspects of their practices and how they shape the material spaces of the home. I argue that the securing of the domestic as a Muslim space is imbued with ideas of individual and familial identity and security.

The importance of home: religion, identity and politics for Muslim women in London and Bristol

Geographical research upon the politics of religious space has arguably focused upon formal spaces of worship and religious education, with relatively little attention being paid to the home as a site of religious practice and identity. This paper seeks to begin to address this gap. Drawing upon in-depth fieldwork carried out with Muslim women in Bristol and London, I outline the importance of the home as a site of religion which is crucial for the preservation of gendered Muslim identity. I outline Islamic practise as a particularly embodied form of religious practise. I examine how the role of the aural and of ‘sacred verse’ within Muslim homes and practices, alongside the prioritisation of a prayer space that requires no formal consecration, highlights the transitory and embodied nature of making Muslim space. I argue that for many of my participants the importance of maintaining such practises is enmeshed with ideas of home as a site of familial security and belonging. I outline how these notions of preservation and security were heightened by my participants’ experiences of Islamophobia. I then examine the use of domestic media as both a means of geo-political engagement and religious education, framed through the production of a global Muslim Umma. I draw out how such engagement brings the geo-political into different material spaces of the home.



	Working at the interfaces of geography, religion and development 

Jenny Lunn

Doctoral student

Royal Holloway University of London

My current research explores the relationships between religion and development, specifically looking at the role of religious organisations in social development in India. As a geographer, I naturally approach the subject of religion and development from a geographical perspective. This paper will explore the ways in which my research straddles the disciplinary boundaries between geography, development studies and religious studies. I present some findings from my fieldwork in Kolkata, India on 50 religious organisations from ten different religions to illustrate how I applied my geographical perspective to a study of religion and development. 

In this presentation, I focus on what motivates religious organisations to engage in social development, in particular the religious teachings and values that drive social action. This investigation required me to delve into the theological and philosophical basis behind different religions, read their scriptures, and talk to learned members of each religion. Such understanding on its own is the domain of theologians and philosophers. However, I applied my geographical perspective to explore how age-old religious teachings are being applied in practice in Kolkata to address issues of poverty, inequality and injustice. I also consider whether religious organisations are any different from non-religious organisations, in particular whether their religious nature adds value or makes development more effective. In the final part of this paper I reflect briefly on some of my own experiences as a geographer working at the interface with religion and development. 




