Case Study – Donncha O’Grady, MSc REEM 2009-10
Donncha is currently completing his MSc in Renewable Energy, Enterprise and Management (REEM) dissertation project, whilst working in business development, a role which he has achieved since undertaking the MSc. Donncha continued to work throughout his full-time MSc, and found it a flexible way in which to study. Here are some examples of how Donncha has utilised the knowledge gained from Enterprise & Entrepreneurship modules so far...
“Firstly the lectures and guest speakers completely changed my attitude to what it meant to be entrepreneurial/enterprising. I learnt that you didn’t necessarily need a new invention or an original brainwave and that being entrepreneurial can be more like an on-going thought process which indentifies problems and enables opportunities by providing solutions. Even though the Reflective Report was difficult to get my head around initially I really found it very beneficial in making me actually think about what I was meant to learn from the modules and not just regurgitate facts etc.
Anyway this really helped me to further my career in a number of ways:
1. It encouraged to me to think outside the box and pursue a career in business development. I was an automation design engineer prior to undertaking the MSc but had been thinking about getting into business development for a while, some of the ideas I picked up during your modules made me get up off my ass a do something about it!

1. When I interviewed for a position in a company called OtterBox they emphasised to me how the firm prioritised its staff fitting in to the company ethos. OtterBox is a relatively new and small outfit (300 staff) and the company culture is based around being creative, innovative, self motivated, fun loving yet hard working, a team player etc. During the interview process I was able to lean on what I learned during the modules and the reflective report came in very useful. I currently hold the position of Account Development Executive for Europe and the Middle East for OtterBox so clearly something worked!

1. The section of the modules associated with risk assessment, networking as well as personality assessments are practical skills/knowledge sought after in business world which I use on a regular basis.

So you’ll be glad to learn that I found Enterprise and Entrepreneurship lectures, guest speakers and the methods of assessment to be of practical benefit both when seeking employment and working effectively in my new job.”
With permission and thanks to Donncha O’Grady

