Newcastle University, School of Modern Languages

Prof. Franz-Josef Holznagel / Silke Hoklas (Rostock University)
Beehive, Old Library Building, Room 2.20

11 February 2010, 9:00-14:00h

Totentanz — Danse macabre

A workshop on medieval elements in Fritz Lang's "Metropolis"

This bi-lingual (English and German), interdisciplinary workshop will look at the vogue for
medieval elements in German film in the 1920s, starting with the famous ‘danse macabre’
scene in Fritz Lang’s “Metropolis”. The workshop will be led by Prof. Franz-Josef Holznagel
and Silke Hoklas (both from Rostock University, an Erasmus partner with the School of
Modern Languages, Newcastle University) who combine expertise in medieval studies and in
film studies. The workshop is devised for students of GER2038 (‘Introduction to medieval
studies’), GER 4011 (‘Early German cinema’) and GER4008 (‘A cultural history of Berlin:
Capital, Cabaret, Catastrophe’) but is also open to other interested students and lecturers in
Film studies and German studies.

Please email Henrike Lihnemann if you would like to participate.



mailto:henrike.laehnemann@ncl.ac.uk?subject=Metropolis-workshop
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Totentanz — Danse macabre
A workshop on medieval elements in Fritz Lang's "Metropolis"
Timetable

9am Introduction

. Fritz Lang

= German Silent Film Production in the Weimar
Republic (Deutsche Stummfilmproduktion in der
Weimarer Zeit)

= The Middle Ages as archive for fashioning cinematic
worlds (Das Mittelalter als Archiv fiir die Gestaltung
von Kinowelten): Nibelungenfilm; Der miide Tod,
etc.

. Middle Ages and futuristic utopia (Mittelalter und
futuristische Utopie): Metropolis

10:15am Tea

10:30Group Work: The Danse Macabre in ,Metropolis’
(Die Totentanz-Sequenz aus "Metropolis" und ihre
Gestaltung in den verschiedenen medialen
Reprasentationen)
1. The ,Danse Macabre’ fashion in medieval studies of the 1920s (Der Totentanz und

seine Rezeption in der Mediavistik der 1920er Jahre)
2.  The seven deadly sins (Die 7 Todslinden)
3. Film music and the sequence ‘Dies irae’ (Die Sequenz "Dies irae" und ihre
Rezeption im 19. und 20. Jh.)

11:30 Plenum: Results from the Group Work

12:00 Lunch Break

13:00 Plenum: The function of the medieval elements in the ,Danse Macabre’ sequence in
»Metropolis” (Die Funktion der Mittelalteranleihen in der Totentanz-Sequenz aus
"Metropolis")

= Film extract and presentation of results from group work

. Round table discussion: Middle Ages and futuristic utopia (Neues Medium - Zukiinftige
Welt - Archive der Vergangenheit. Was leisten die Mittelalteranleihen in
"Metropolis"?): What contribution do the medieval references make in Metropolis?
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