
Publications 2014/15 

Research Centre for Learning and Teaching 
School of Education, Communication and Language Sciences 
King George VI Building 
Newcastle University 
Newcastle upon Tyne 
NE1 7RU 
clt@ncl.ac.uk 
www.ncl.ac.uk/cflat/ 

Athanasopoulos, P., Bylund, E., Montero-Melis, G., Damjanovic, L., Schart-

ner, A., Kibbe, A., Riches, N., & Thierry, G. (2015). Two languages, two 

minds: Flexible cognitive processing driven by language of operation. 

Psychological Science, 1-9. DOI: 10.1177/0956797614567509. 

Fan, M., Robson, S. &Leat, D. (2015) International Postgraduate Students’ 

Perceptions and Experiences of Peer Assessment in a UK University: A 

Case Study. In G Slethaug and J Vinther (eds) International Teaching and 

Learning at Universities: Achieving Equilibrium with Local Culture and 

Pedagogy. Palgrave. 

Gibbs, S. (2015) The study of ‘reading difficulties’ as a phenotype of psy-

chology. The Psychology of Education Review.  39(1): 32-34 

Gibbs, S., Barrow, W. & Parker, R. (2014) Child Development and Attach-

ment. In M. Robson, S. Pattison, A. Beynon (eds) Handbook for Counsel-

ling Children and Young People. London: Sage. 

Gibbs, S. & Bodman, S. (2014) PhAB2 Primary: Phonological Assessment 

Battery 2nd Edition Primary London: GL Assessments. 

Gibbs, S. & Elliott, J. (2015) The differential effects of labelling: How do 

‘dyslexia’ and ‘reading difficulties’ affect teachers’ beliefs? European Jour-

nal of Special Needs Education                                                      DOI: 

10.1080/08856257.2015.1022999 

Leat, D. Reid, A. and Lofthouse, R. (2015) Teachers’ experiences of engage-

ment with and in educational research: what can be learned from teach-

ers’ views? Oxford Review of Education 41(2): 270-286 

Lofthouse R. (2014) Engaging in educational research and development 

through teacher practitioner enquiry; a pragmatic or naïve approach? 

Education Today 2014, 64(4), pp.13-19. 

Lofthouse R, and Thomas U. (2014) Mentoring student teachers; a vulnera-

ble workplace learning practice, International Journal of Mentoring and 

Coaching in Education 3(3): 201 - 218. 

McHanwell, S.(2015). Teaching Anatomical Sciences to Dental Students. In 

L.K. Chan and W. Pawlina (eds.) Teaching Anatomy A Practical Guide 

Heidleberg: SpringerCham. 

Leat, D (2015) Curriculum regulation in England – giving with one hand and 

taking away with the other, European Journal of Curriculum Studies, 1(1): 

69-74. 

Leat, D., Thomas, U. & Reid, A. (2014)  Reframing relationships between 

teachers, students and curriculum – The phenomenon of ‘hybridisation’ in 

IBL, in P. Blessinger & J. Carfora (Eds) Inquiry Based Learning for Faculty 

and Institutional Development, Bingley: Emerald.  

Mazzoli Smith, L.  (2014). Extending sociological theorising on high ability: 

the significance of values and lived experience. International Studies in 

the Sociology of Education, 24(4), 354-371.  

Mazzoli Smith, L. (2014) Family Beliefs and Practices around Academic Abil-

ity and Social Mobility; narratives of contradiction, continuity, and re-

sistance. In H. Reid and L. West (eds.) Constructing Narratives of Conti-

nuity and Change. London: Routledge. 

Moxham, B. and McHanwell, S. (2014) The Teaching of Anatomical Scienc-

es. European Journal of Anatomy 18(3), 215-217. 

Moxham, B.J., Plaisant, O. and McHanwell, S. (2014) An approach towards 

the development of core syllabuses for the teaching of anatomical scienc-

es. Anatomical Sciences Education. 7(4), 302-311. 

Mroz M. (2014) ‘Off the radar:’ the framing of speech, language and com-

munication in the description of children with special educational needs in 

literacy. Journal of Education and Training Studies 2(3): 88-101. 

Schartner, A. (2015). ‘You cannot talk with all of the strangers in a pub.' A 

longitudinal case study of international postgraduate students' social ties 

at a British University. Higher Education, 69(2): 225-41. 

Singer J. and Woolner, P. (2015) Exchanging ideas for the ever-changing 

school. In: P. Woolner (ed.) School Design Together. Abingdon: 

Routledge. 

Smith, C.F., Martinez-Álvarez, C. and McHanwell S.(2014). The context of 

learning anatomy, does it make a difference? Journal of Anatomy. 224

(3): 270-278. 

Woods, K., Atkinson, C., Bond, C., Gibbs, S., Howe, J., & Morris, S. (2015). 

Practice Placement Experiences and Needs of Trainee Educational Psy-

chologists in England. International Journal of School and Educational 

Psychology DOI: 10.1080/21683603.2014.956955 

Woolner, P. (2015) (ed.) School Design Together. Abingdon: Routledge.  

Woolner P. and Clark, A. (2015) Developing shared understandings of learn-

ing environments: interactions with students, teachers and other profes-

sionals. In: P. Woolner (ed.) School Design Together. Abingdon: 

Routledge. 

Woolner, P., Clark, J., Laing, K., Thomas, U. and Tiplady, L, (2014) A school 

tries to change: How leaders and teachers understand changes to space 

and practices in a UK secondary school, Improving Schools 17:148-162. 

CfLaT 

CfLaT Headlines 
 
N8 Policing Research Partnership Catalyst 
Grant: Jill Clark will lead the Co-Production 
strand on this exciting new five-year pro-
gramme of research and knowledge exchange 
that will pioneer an innovative collaboration 
between police forces and N8 universities.  
  
This month, Pam Woolner is in Iceland, speak-
ing at a conference organised by CfLaT part-
ner Anna Kristín Sigurðardóttir and visiting 
schools to see some Icelandic learning spaces. 
 
FaSMEd project update:  
Julian Marshall (MLM 
Learning Design) will be 
working with the FaSMEd 
project team to capture 
key moments of the pro-
ject on video. 
 
International CPD: Two groups from Kazakh-
stan are coming to Newcastle in June for 
Learning and Teaching in Higher Education 
programmes. Lots of CfLaT members are lead-
ing workshops over the two eight day periods.  
 
Robin Humphrey has just completed a lecture 

tour of Australia, where he gave 
talks on aspects of doctoral ped-
agogy and policy at universities 
in Perth, Melbourne, Canberra, 
Sydney, Newcastle and Brisbane. 
He is planning a public lecture  
soon on what he learnt. 
 

Rachel Lofthouse had a successful viva last 
month and is awaiting official confirmation of 
her PhD - congratulations Dr Lofthouse! 

 NEWSLETTER 

RETHINKING INTERNATIONALISATION  

From 13th to 15th May, Sue Robson and Alina Schartner hosted an in-

ternational seminar entitled ‘Rethinking Internationalisation in Higher 
Education: Methodological and Conceptual Challenges’.  

 
In an effort to promote a values-based ap-

proach to internationalisation, Sue and Alina 

successfully applied for funding from the Uni-
versity’s Strategic Development Fund for Re-

search and Innovation to host the event. The 3
-day seminar took place at The Core and 

brought together a range of established and 
early-career researchers from across the UK 

and overseas.  They explored how new meth-

odologies and conceptualisations of HE internationalisation can bring fresh per-
spectives to a field dominated by recruitment and performativity agendas.  

 
With 33 attendees, 20 paper presentations, a workshop, and a round-table, the 

seminar generated a wealth of discussion and opened up new avenues for fu-

ture collaboration and networking. The highlights of the event were three key-
notes by international scholars from Canada, Sweden and Australia: Dr. Karen 

Pashby (University of Alberta), Professor Meeri Hellstén (Södertörn University), 
and Dr. Janette Ryan (Higher Education Academy). Outputs will include a re-

source website and a follow-on international symposium at ECER 2016.  
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LABELLING CHILDREN AS ‘DYSLEXIC’ 

COULD AFFECT THEIR EDUCATION 

Labelling a child dyslexic could 

have an impact on the way teach-
ers educate them.  Simon Gibbs 

found primary school teachers re-
sponded differently when asked 

questions about teaching children 

with “dyslexia” to children with 
“reading difficulties”. 

 
The research indicates that teachers 

felt their efforts in the classroom would 
be more likely to help children with 

“ read i ng 

d i f f i c u l -
ties” than 

“dyslexia”. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

“Dyslexia and reading difficulties are 

not so easily defined,” says Simon, 
Reader in Educational Psychology and 

CfLaT member. “Our study suggests 
that labelling a child “dyslexic” may 

have an impact on the way they are 

taught in the classroom, as it appears 
that teachers’ belief in their ability to 

make difference is compromised by an 
underlying belief in the nature of 

“dyslexia” as an unchangeable condi-
tion.” 

 

A total of 267 teachers from 23 primary 
schools across the North East took part 

in the research, published in the latest 
edition of the European Journal of Spe-
cial Needs Education. They filled in two 

questionnaires: one about the teachers’ 
beliefs in their ability to make a differ-

ence, while the other was designed to 
assess teachers’ beliefs about the un-

derlying nature of the two terms. 

There were two variants of each ques-

tionnaire, one referred to “dyslexia” and 
the other to “reading difficulties” with 

the questions identical in all other re-
spects. 

  

Simon was subsequently interviewed on 
BBC Radio Newcastle and Radio Tees.   

 
He explained that, “These findings are 

important as they highlight how teach-
ers’ ability to make a difference may be 

influenced by labels. More research is 

needed to investigate the impact labels 
have in education and how they may 

be detrimental to children’s well-being 
and educational progress. If a label 

gets in the way of teachers’ help then 

we should reconsider the value and use 
of the label.” 

 
For more information, contact   

Simon.Gibbs@ncl.ac.uk  

Lifelong learning 

with SOLE! 

CfLaT associate member Anne 

Preston is beginning a second-
ment with the Workers’ Education-

al Association (WEA) North East as 
part of an ESRC supported Impact 

Knowledge Exchange.  

 
The WEA is a national charity founded 

in 1903 and the UK’s largest voluntary 
sector provider of adult education. The 

WEA provides adult education in nearly 
every local authority in the UK (which is 

assessed by Ofsted) with international 

centres in Australia, Sweden and Zam-
bia. The WEA’s purpose is to bring edu-

cation and learning to adults from all 
walks of life and provide the opportuni-

ties to return to further learning and 

access to education later in life.  
 

I’m working closely with curriculum 
leaders, tutors and management at 

WEA North East to identify develop-

ment areas and synergies with Self Or-
ganised Learning Environments (SOLE).  

 
Ideas we’ve looked so far are to see 

how SOLE can help different working 

practices within the WEA North East 
itself as well as national strategies and 

campaigns such the Social Purpose 
campaign. We’ll be kicking off the start 

of the project with an event in May 
where staff and students from the WEA 

will explore some Big Questions with 

the help of invitee Sugata Mitra.  
 

The secondment is a very real oppor-
tunity for SOLE Central and the WEA to 

work closely together to explore which 

it means to make an impact on rethink-
ing the future design of adult education 

at grassroots level.  To address these 
big questions on the future of educa-

tion ef-

fectively, 
it’s been 

important 
to me to 

integrate 

myself as 
a bonafi-

de WEA 
N o r t h 

East staff 
member. 

I’ve had 

a great welcome. I have my own desk 
in the WEA office in Jesmond and have 

consumed copious amounts of tea, cof-
fee and biscuits. I usually work there 

on a Friday, which is pot noodle day! I 

look forward to the next few months.  
 

For more information, contact 
Anne.Preston@ncl.ac.uk  

  RESEARCH TEA TIMETABLE  
(Summer 2015) 

Research teas aim to provide an informal forum for discursive examination of emerg-
ing research themes and concepts.   
Tea and cakes will be available from 3.45pm in the Centre base  (KGVI 2.50), unless 
other wise stated, with the session officially beginning at 4pm.  
24th June:  Fiona Forsythe  - The work of a freelance researcher:  collaborating 
with libraries, archives and heritage organisations 
8th July:  Jill Clark, David Wright and Lucy Tiplady - Formative Assessment in 
Science and Mathematics Education: emerging findings from three teacher learning 
communities in the North East of England 
Further information about the research teas from Lucy.Tiplady@ncl.ac.uk or from 
the Centre website (http://www.ncl.ac.uk/cflat/news/Teas.htm).  

Rachel Lofthouse has been ap-

pointed as a member of the edi-
torial team for the new BERA 

blog https://www.bera.ac.uk/
project/the-bera-blog . 

 

The blog has been established to pro-
vide research informed content on key 

educational issues in an accessible 
manner. The aim is to produce and 

promote articles that attract policy-
makers, parents, teachers, education-

al leaders, members of school com-

munities, politicians, and anyone who 
is interested in education today. 

 
Rachel is keen that CfLaT members 

and our linked practitioners write for 

this new blog.  It offers an excellent 

means to put our collective work  in 
the spotlight and engage a wide 

range of educational stakeholders in 
research-informed debate. It needn’t 

create swathes of additional work as 

blog entries are concise, but it pro-
vides us with a way to showcase our 

work and engage in critical discussion. 
You can read Rachel’s contribution 

here: https://www.bera.ac.uk/blog/
beyond-mentoring-peer-coaching-by-

and-for-teachers-can-it-live-up-to-its-

promise  
 

If you are interested in writing 
between 500-750 words  contact                   

Rachel.Lofthouse@ncl.ac.uk  

Pam Woolner and Ulrike Thomas 

have succeeded in gaining funding 
from within Newcastle University 

to investigate how our learning and 
teaching spaces might be devel-

oped to support more innovative 

practices. 
 

The project kicked off by joining in with 
some workshops with staff and students 

organised by Estates, and we’ll continue 
to work closely with colleagues in Es-

tates, as well as Timetabling and Audio-

Visual.  

At the moment we’re finding out about 

the existing teaching and learning expe-
rience from students and lecturers, as 

well as see-

ing how inno-
vative furni-

ture intro-
duced into 

some teach-

ing rooms is 
being used. 

 
A main aim was to work with staff to 

develop an innovative space that could 
be trialled next year. This is in progress, 

with a large space for collaborative 

group work currently being planned and 
built in the Herschel Building. We are 

recruiting volunteers from across the 
university to try it out, so please get in 

touch with Ulrike if you are interested.  

Contact U.Thomas@ncl.ac.uk  

HE Space 

Project 

Invitation to CfLaT members and 
practitioners: 

Would you like to write 
for the new BERA blog?  

BRIDGE 21 LINK 

In March David Leat visited 

Bridge 21 in Dublin as they are 
partners of SOLE Central.   

 
Bridge 21 is part of Trinity College 

Dublin, with a mission to educate 

young people for a knowledge econo-
my: http://www.bridge21.ie/ . 

 
For most of its life it has had two 

learning spaces, offering flexibility of 
learning arrangements.  One space is 

designed for groups to work collabo-

ratively round a PC – chin high walls 
separate the group areas.  The back 

room allows a variety of settings 

which include open space, tables, a 
raised dais and tiered seating ledges.  

 
The students I talked to were unani-

mous in their praise of Bridge 21, 

concluding that at school they are 
treated like infants while B21 takes 

them seriously as learners. 
 

We have one EU bid including B21 
submitted and we hope to be long-

term colleagues and collaborators.  

Check out the website – there is a 
great deal to be admired and learned. 
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