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Citing ChatGPT and other generative AI 
Where you have used an output created by AI technologies (e.g., ChatGPT, Copilot, 

Google Gemini, DALL-E) either as a source of information or in the development of your 

work, you must acknowledge this use fully and provide references. Failure to reference 

work (including text, images, code and ideas) that are not your own can result in 

academic misconduct. 

Your references should provide clear and accurate information for each source and 

should identify where they have been used in your work. 

Citing generative AI content for specific referencing styles 

We recommend that you use this style sheet in conjunction with your School’s 

referencing guide, alongside the referencing guidance in Cite Them Right and the 

Academic Skills Kit. Check the referencing style used in your module for how to cite 

generative AI or follow the format of our examples: 

Cite Them Right Harvard 

Go to Cite Them Right for more guidance on how to reference generative AI in the 

Harvard style (you’ll need to login if accessing off campus): 

Content created by your prompts and available to your reader 

If the content is available to your reader through a sharable URL: 

Reference list format: 

Name of AI company (Year) AI generated by [Medium] by … with prompt '...', Day Month. 

Available at: URL (Accessed: date). 

Reference list example: 

ChatGPT (2023) AI generated prompt by ChatGPT with prompt ‘Give me a prompt for an 

ai art generator describing a painting for a aircraft carrier’, 19 May. Available at: 

https://aiarchives.org/id/EUX3zWH312UctX8TCXUg (Accessed: 5 January 2026). 

Third-party AI material available online: 

Reference list format: 

Name of AI (Year) Title of work [Medium]. Available at: DOI or URL (Accessed: date). 

Reference list example: 

Shutterstock AI (2023) A Baby Fennec Sneezing Onto A Strawberry [Digital art]. Available 

at: https://www.shutterstock.com/image-generated/baby-fennec-sneezing-onto-

strawberry-detailed-2237162593 (Accessed: 5 January 2026). 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/student-progress/policies/procedures/?_gl=1*inpojv*_up*MQ..*_ga*MjA2NjIyMjg0OC4xNzY3Njk5NTQx*_ga_VH2F6S16XP*czE3Njc2OTk1NDAkbzEkZzAkdDE3Njc2OTk1NDAkajYwJGwwJGgyNTYxMTEyMTc.*_ga_H14JWE7Z72*czE3Njc2OTk1NDAkbzEkZzAkdDE3Njc2OTk1NDAkajYwJGwwJGgw#d.en.297041
https://ncl.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/44NEW_INST/2pe5tp/alma990009423630102411
https://www.ncl.ac.uk/academic-skills-kit/good-academic-practice/referencing/
https://www.citethemrightonline.com/sourcetype?docid=b-9781350927964&tocid=b-9781350927964-217
https://www.citethemrightonline.com/sourcetype?docid=b-9781350927964&tocid=b-9781350927964-217
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Referencing generative AI output only available to you: 

If the generative AI output is only available to you, cite this as personal communication 

and include a description of the AI generated material in your in-text citation. Ask your 

tutor if you need to provide a copy of the AI work as an appendix: 

In-text example: 

When asked to explain why groups of children are incapable of forming a circle, the 

ChatGPT 3 (OpenAI, 2025) response included ....  

Referencing format: 

Name of AI (Year) Medium of communication to Receiver of communication, Day Month 

of communication. 

Reference list example: 

OpenAI ChatGPT (2023) ChatGPT 3 response to John Smith, 28 March.  

APA 7th 

In-text example: 

When prompted by the author, Copilot responded with a ‘definition of academic 

integrity’ (Microsoft, 2026). A copy of this response is in Appendix 1. 

Reference list format: 

Author of AI program. (Year of creation). Name of AI (Version) [Description of program]. 

Publisher. URL 

Reference list example: 

Microsoft. (2026) Copilot (M365) [ [Large language model]. 

https://m365.cloud.microsoft/chat/ 

Chicago 18th  

If this content is only available to you, note your use of the AI program in your text, for 

example ‘Google Gemini identified social media as a critical factor.’ To cite in a 

footnote, Chicago Manual of Style (14.112) suggests that you summarise the prompts you 

have used and if the content is available publicly, include a URL:  

In-text example: 

1. Response to “What is the 4 stage theory of creativity?” ChatGPT, July 14, 2023, 

https://aiarchives.org/id/0yDh85fH7qnTY0XQhZUP. 

Do not include an entry in your bibliography, unless the content produced by the AI 

program is publicly accessible. 
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If the content is publicly accessible (for example on A.I. Archives), it can be included in 

your bibliography. Use the following: 

Footnote format: 

1. Response to “...” AI program, Date of search, URL. 

Footnote example: 

1. Response to “What is the 4 stage theory of creativity?” ChatGPT, July 14, 2023, 

https://aiarchives.org/id/0yDh85fH7qnTY0XQhZUP. 

Bibliography format: 

Name of the company/developer. Response to “...” AI program, Date of search, URL. 

Bibliography example: 

Open AI. Response to “What is the 4 stage theory of creativity?” ChatGPT, July 14, 2023, 

https://aiarchives.org/id/0yDh85fH7qnTY0XQhZUP. 

MLA 

More guidance can be found on the official MLA style website: How do I cite generative 

AI in MLA style?  

In-text example:  

When prompted by the author, Copilot responded with a ‘definition of academic 

integrity’ as follows... 

Work cited format: 

“Description of generated content”. Name of AI, version, Developer, Date content was 

generated, URL. 

Works cited example: 

“Describe the symbolism of the green light in the book The Great Gatsby by F. Scott 

Fitzgerald” prompt. Copilot, M365 version, Microsoft, 5 Jan. 2026, 

https://m365.cloud.microsoft/chat/.  

Vancouver 

See Cite Them Right for guidance on using AI (you may need to login to access). 

Otherwise, for Vancouver, you will need to reference generative AI as personal 

correspondence. These are only cited in the in-text citation: 

The text of your document must include: 

Type of communication / Communicator / Date in this format (Day Month Year) 

 

 

https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://style.mla.org/citing-generative-ai/
https://www.citethemrightonline.com/sourcetype?docid=b-9781350928039&tocid=b-9781350928039-48&st=AI
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In-text example: 

In an online chat with OpenAI's ChatGPT AI language model (2026 5 January, 

unreferenced). A copy of this response is in Appendix 1.  

If you are referring to an AI program, use the format for computer programs/games and 

mobile apps.  

IEEE 

Check the guidance on using AI with IEEE style on Cite Them Right. 

MHRA 

The MHRA does not provide specific guidance for referencing material from generative 

AI programs. We recommend that you confirm with your tutor if you are permitted to 

use AI material in your work. If so, we recommend that you clearly identify in your text 

when you have used generative AI, and cite it as a personal communication, using the 

AI company in the author position: 

In-text example: 

In an online chat with Microsoft's Copilot AI language model on the 6th January 2026 ...  

Reference list: 

1. Microsoft, Copilot response to the author, 6 January 2026. 

OSCOLA 

Official guidance on generative AI has been released in the OSCOLA 5th update (see 

page 44).  

Footnote format:  

AI tool name, | response to ‘prompts given’, | name of AI tool developer | (full date of 

response creation)  

Footnote example:  

1. ChatGPT, response to ‘Explain how artificial intelligence is used in law firms’, OpenAI 

(21 May 2026).   

Bibliography example:  

ChatGPT, response to ‘Explain how artificial intelligence is used in law firms’, OpenAI (21 

May 2026)  

Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) 

Until official guidance is released, you will need to reference generative AI as personal 

communications for RSC: 

Reference list example: OpenAI, unpublished work. 

https://www.citethemrightonline.com/sourcetype?docid=b-9781350928039&tocid=b-9781350928039-37
https://www.citethemrightonline.com/sourcetype?docid=b-9781350928039&tocid=b-9781350928039-37
https://www.citethemrightonline.com/article?docid=b-9781350928060&tocid=b-9781350928060-institute-of-electrical-and-electronics-engineers-ieee&st=AI

