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How to reference images: Royal Society of Chemistry 
Images can either be mentioned and described in your text (cited) or directly embedded as a figure 

(reproduced or adapted) in your work. 

Referencing an image 

Where mentioned in the text, you should provide an in-text citation and full reference as you would 

for any other source. Format the reference based on the location of the image e.g. 

Image from a journal article: 

1.  N. Fujinuma and S.E. Lofland, Inorg. Chem. Front., 2023, 10, 7095–7108. 

Image found online: 

2. Cu (TC) CSID:9369899, https://www.chemspider.com/Chemical-
Structure.9369899.html, (accessed May 2023). 

Embedding an image 

If you are embedding an image (table or diagram) into your work, there are additional steps to take 

to ensure you format and reference it appropriately. See the How to reference using the Royal 

Society of Chemistry style webpage for further guidance. 

1. Captions 

Images should be cited in the figure caption with a superscript number, following the order of 

existing citations. The caption sits under the embedded image and is also labelled in numerical 

order. For example: 

  

Figure 1. Diorama showing a chemical laboratory in the early 1700s, England, 1901-19704 

2. Reference List: 

The format of the reference will depend on the location of the image (i.e. in a book, journal, online). 

For this example, we have an online image: 

https://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/author-and-reviewer-hub/authors-information/prepare-and-format/article-content/how-to-reference-using-the-royal-society-of-chemistry-style/#images-and-copyright
https://www.rsc.org/journals-books-databases/author-and-reviewer-hub/authors-information/prepare-and-format/article-content/how-to-reference-using-the-royal-society-of-chemistry-style/#images-and-copyright
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4.  Diorama showing a chemical laboratory in the early 1700s, England, 1901-1970, 

https://collection.sciencemuseumgroup.org.uk/objects/co115659/diorama-showing-

a-chemical-laboratory-in-the-early-1700s-england-1901-1970, (accessed April 2025). 

3. In the main body of text: 

All figures should be referred to within the text by their figure number, for example: 

Chemical laboratories of the early eighteenth century (Fig. 1) were set up… 

4. List of Figures 

We would recommend including a list of figures if your work is substantial enough to include a table 

of contents and/or you have a lot of figures in the body of your text. Your School may also provide 

guidance in their style guide. 

Essentially, a list of figures provides an overview of the images, illustrations, graphs, diagrams, 

maps etc. used throughout your work. In it is included a description of the figure and the page 

number the figure is located on. The list of figures will come after the contents page (on a separate 

page) and before the Introduction. 

For example: 

List of Figures 

Fig. 1: Description of figure   4 

Fig. 2: Description of figure   12 

Fig. 3: Description of figure   21 

 

A note on copyright… 

Before using images in your work make sure to check for any copyright limitations. Generally, using 

images in student work is acceptable if they are integral to your argument, referenced correctly and 

will not be used in any published work. This includes any kind of 'public sharing', e.g. public posters, 

online exhibitions or use at a conference. However, it is your responsibility to check the work can 

be used for educational purposes. We recommend using images from licenced collections such as 

Bridgeman Education or Open Access collections such as Openverse, which provide images suitable 

for educational use. 

https://www.ncl.ac.uk/academic-skills-kit/good-academic-practice/copyright/
https://libsearch.ncl.ac.uk/permalink/f/rm84mo/NCL_ALMA21171101910002411?_gl=1*1a7b9zr*_up*MQ..*_ga*NTc2MjYxODc4LjE3NDUzMzY2OTQ.*_ga_H14JWE7Z72*MTc0NTMzNjY5My4xLjEuMTc0NTMzNjY5NS4wLjAuMA..*_ga_VH2F6S16XP*MTc0NTMzNjY5NC4xLjEuMTc0NTMzNjY5Ni4wLjAuMTQ0MTM4MjE2Mg..
https://openverse.org/

