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Introduction

* As part of our journey towards the Artsmark Award | wanted to lead the
school into seeing the arts as an important part o school life and a way
children, who may not be academic, could express themselves and use their

Lmagmaﬁon.
* Each school year we have an art week that is enjoyed by the whole school.

* This was a good start but we needed to have a space to showcase the arts

after the week was over.

* | wanted to make the arts a more embedded idea through other work, not

just in art lessons or Yor the ‘spectal' Art Week .




* The children love listening to stories and because one member of stafy has
started a school eco-group | chose the book Planet in a Pickle Jar’

* The beginning: Staty read the story to their class and asked the children

For their ideas of some artwork.
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* Staft were all on board with the fopic and loved the book.

* However it would take up lots of time with other curriculum work to do and

resources were limited to what we had alreadg in school.

* Would the children come up with enough difyerent ideas?

Only painting? Who has the .....7
| can’t think of anything?
Will everyone do pictures in pickle jar shapes?

Will there be enough for an Art Gallery?
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ton Class continued their theme of eneronmentaLLg

Friendly Christmas decorations and recycled Christmas embéddmg their meing and makmg links.

tree (It was given back to the garden centre to replant Yor % | cleared out the spare room, that was used OJC
next gear‘.) They extended their recgclmg theme.

Each class decided to find links to an area of their
curriculum and include English with the topic.

lots o groups but had no atmosphere, with
lovely helpers.

Class Two were pleased as the teacher is very enthusiastic
about recycling and environmental issues. They could also * | then moved art resources JC rom one classroom

use their dance lesson to incorporate movement. to the spare room. This was a win Jcor” the

teacher as it meant people weren 1 going in and

out of her room.

* Cu,pboards were labelled and resources stored
with easy access. Staf¥ could easily see what
resources were available and theg were easy to

Find.

#  Little wins for the staff in the prrocess were an
important part of the project for me .



* They embraced the story and had lots o Ldeava‘vbouvt how they couvlo’l’b

like the grandma in the story to help save the precious things on our planet.

* We had ideas such as keeping our favourite toys and our family in a

magtcalja,r 1o sav'mg endangered specLes.

* The school were very lucky to work with a local dance teacher who led

each class in a dance workshop using the story as a Focus.

* The children were Jull of ideas about different art techniques they

wanted to use, from collage, clay and paint to pastels and tracing paper

Jor different effects.

.




¢ outcome was ama - Eo d different ideas about what work theu wonted to oroduce
The staff in each class could work with the children, 20

to life.
We had work ranging from big models to tiny fish finger painted shapes.

We had dancmg and movement, connections with science, [ookmg at different artists and the song,

‘What a Wonderful World".

Work that was a collaboration as a whole class to group work and individual work.

The Choice 4+ Growth™ team, who are also developing their counselling work in school and in the local
community, could see the way the teamwork and creative work helped the children connect with each
other in ways they might not usually do so. This was another little win for our children , who grew

in confidence at seeing their ideas coming to life.

The way the story was just a starting point Jor the children to be able to suggest ideas created a
Jeeling Yor the work that was a joy to see. The staff also enjoyed how the children responded to the
theme which made them happy.
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them safe for the future. MS

Preservi,ng

Taking care of the world.

Save wate
Save el ectm

Racgc e your materials

put your litter in the bin



"

What a Wonderful World

Song by Louis Armstrong  §

| see trees of green
Red roses too

1 see them bicom
For me and you
And | think to myself
What a wonderful world

) ;:J\ i
| see skies of blue

feel happy” D
And clouds of white

"It makes me think of the The brigh biessed day

The dark sacred night
And | think to myself

flowers in my gmnng's garden, et el

she says we have a wonderful it sontt e

Are also on the faces

Saying how do you do
They're really saying
| love you

world because I'm in it” FH e

I think Louis Armstrong is singing
about a world that is really nice.. he
says that there are green trees and
people are shaking hands.. | wouldn't
want to shake hands but | think that
it makes other people happy” GP

Class 2 decided to use the colours of the ribbons to represent dif ferent 45 r

aspects of the world.

“The blue are the oceans with all the marine creatures” MB
“The yellow is the sun. ..it helps the plants to grow” MS

“The green is the land where the animals and humans live” LT

Class 2 decided to entwine the ribbons in
a way that demonstrated the
interconnectedness of our world and how

each part depend,s on one another
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Week. They led the ideas for the activities, WLth support and guidance rom the
stay ¥, instead of being told what they were learning as in other subjects.

The stayy responded beautifully as always, adding their own specialities into the

[eam’mg.
The spare rroom is now a brLght, orgamsed art space with resources easng accessible.

The bare walls are now a ‘gallerg' to showcase children’s work with contributions
From every class in the school. Some teachers are now askmg can theg change

some o the work Yor new work by their class.

The process has had influence on other areas of the curriculum. In our science
week the lead teacher has used ideas, such as starting using a story to start the

week and using the dance teacher as enrichment.




