





[image: image1.png]Newcastle
‘University




The Sonia Stonehouse Expedition Fund 
for Geography Dissertation Overseas Fieldwork 
Application Form 
	1. Project title:
	

	2. Name (project leader):


	

	3. Other team members:


	

	4. Degree Programme:


	

	5. Contact Postal Address:


	

	6. University E-mail Address (project leader):
	

	7. Telephone No (inc mobile):


	


	8. Host country
	

	9. Departure date
	

	10. Return date
	

	11. Total funds required
	


	12. Advisors at Newcastle University (e.g. tutor, other staff), and other advisors in UK/Elsewhere, including their roles


	13. Academic rationale (300 words)



	14. Aim (20 words)

	

	15. Objectives (60 words)

	

	16. Study area(s) (200 words)

	

	17. Methods and equipment (300 words)

	

	18. Travel and Accommodation (100 words)

	

	19. Timetable / plan (including dates and locations) (100 words)

	

	20. Expected outcomes (60 words)

	

	21. Literature consulted

	

	22. Host Country Contacts

	

	23. Host Country permissions (do you need a visa or other special permission?)

	

	24. Preliminary Risk Assessment identifying main personal risks you are likely to encounter

	


	25. Itemised budget

	UK travel





£

International Travel




£

Local travel





£

Accommodation




             £

Subsistence





£

Equipment (specify details and breakdown)

£

Consumables (specify details and breakdown)

£

Other costs (specify)




£

Personal contribution




£
Funds raised to date                                                         £

Applications pending                                                         £



Please send this completed application form to Dr Emma Pearson (emma.pearson@ncl.ac.uk)
The closing date for receipt of completed forms is the LAST FRIDAY IN APRIL
If you have any queries about the SSEF please contact a member of the Committee:

Physical Geography: 

Dr Emma Pearson (Chair, emma.pearson@ncl.ac.uk), Dr Seb Pitman seb.pitman@ncl.ac.uk; 
Human Geography: 
Dr Kate Manzo (kate.manzo@ncl.ac.uk), Prof. Simon Tate (simon.tate@ncl.ac.uk)

Application guidelines
1. Project title: This should make the destination and aim of the expedition explicit in a few words. 
2. Name of project leader: Make it clear if the leader is not a student registered at Newcastle University and give the name of a Newcastle Geography team member as the applicant. 

3. Other team members: List the names of other applicants.

4. Degree programme: Your programme of study.

5. Newcastle address: This should not be c/o a School in the university, and should be for the person named in 2 above. 

6. University e-mail address: These should be for the person named in 2. 
7. Telephone numbers: These should be for the person named in 2. 

8. Host country: The name of the country to be visited; only the UK is excluded. 

9. Departure date: Do not plan to leave before the end of the third term. 

10. Return date: Plan to return in time to attend the whole of Induction Week at the start of the next academic year. 

11. Total funds required: This is an estimate of your total costs, as detailed in 25. 
12. Advisors at Newcastle University, UK/elsewhere: Give the names of advisors in Newcastle University with whom you have discussed your proposed research with a brief indication of their role in helping you with your plans. Also list roles of any other advisors, designations and organisations outside the University (in the UK or further afield).
13. Academic rationale and impact (300 words): Outline the intellectual significance of the work and explain the relevance in regard to previous published work. Describe how your project has arisen, for instance through citations of earlier published work, or the recent activities of individuals or organizations. If appropriate, explain how your project fits into any wider agenda in the host country, and/or any larger research programme, which it is designed to complement. If your planned dissertation research is combined with a volunteering programme/internship please specify clearly in your application how the intended voluntary participation/internship has been motivated by the requirements of the dissertation.
The climate emergency is one of the greatest threats to the planet and to people. The environmental impact of fieldwork, its sustainability and its carbon footprint should be considered prior to any fieldwork taking place. Please include information on why specifically your proposed location/activities are important and your research valuable, justify the significance and benefit of carrying out your research in your chosen location/s, taking into consideration carbon footprint and climate impact and state how you will minimise the environmental impacts of your activities.
14.  Aim (20 words): What is the unifying ‘big idea' behind your plan? 

15.  Objectives (60 words): Describe here the precise questions or propositions that you intend to address through the collection of new data in the field. It should be obvious how the objectives relate to your aim. If they are to be tackled successively, list them in order, or, if appropriate, list them in order of their importance in achieving your aim. 

16. Study area(s) (100 words): Append maps on one side of A4 indicating the whereabouts and local geography of your study area(s) in the host country. Explain why you are going to work there, for instance by relating the area(s)' attributes to your objectives in 14 and/or aim in 13, by reference to previous or current work, or on the basis of information from contacts on such things as access, living conditions or safety issues. 

17. Methods and equipment (300 words): Describe your research methods in sufficient detail to show how you are going to address your objectives. Make sure your methods cover the collection of data necessary for each and all of these. Conversely, do not include any protocols that are not directly relevant to any of your objectives. Indicate your equipment requirements, and state whether you are able to borrow any items from the university and/or host country institutions. Major items requiring purchase should be specified individually in the breakdown of costs. 

18. Travel and accommodation (100 words) : Explain how are you going to reach and, if necessary, travel between or within your study area(s). Describe the accommodation arrangements for all phases of your trip. 

19. Timetable/plan (100 words): Give a plan of different phases of the expedition, from departure from UK to return, with dates. A chart with a calendar axis may be a useful way of doing this. 

20. Expected outcomes (60 words): Identify tangible outputs (dissertation and anything else e.g. local language pamphlets), local benefits (eg training, new opportunities), and contributions to wider agendas and/or larger ongoing projects in the host country. 

21. Literature consulted: List all the literature sources (including authoritative websites) that you cite. Do not list any that you do not cite and/or have not actually read. 

22. Host country contacts: Give the names, designations and organisations of local advisors, with a brief indication of their role in helping you with your plans. Be explicit on the actual or likely sources of counterparts, especially if you cannot yet name them. Append copies of key communications that indicate the extent of local collaboration. 

23. Host country permissions: State whether you need special visas or research permits, and from where, in order to carry out your work or any particular parts of it. Explain how you are going about obtaining these, either directly or via people mentioned in 21. Append copies of key communications indicating any progress so far.

24. Preliminary risk assessment (100 words): List the main personal risks you are likely to encounter. Comment on how you intend to minimise each one, and take the action necessary in case of a mishap. You should refer to your team's first aid capabilities, casualty evacuation plans, and any other emergency provision. Note that if your proposal is funded, you will then be required to prepare a full Risk Assessment document, and submit this for checking and signing off by both the School Safety Officer and SSEF committee. Only after you have complied fully and satisfactorily with all these formalities will you be offered support in the form of funds and insurance cover.
25. Itemised budget: This should be a full list of the funds required under headings such as: pre-expedition, international travel (including freight/excess baggage), local travel, accommodation, food, costs for counterparts/ translators/guides, equipment, insurance, consumables, post-expedition, and contingency. This should also include funds raised to data and sources of funding (e.g. ExCo, RGS and others, including applications pending).
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