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Etched print of a landscape view of
Wallsend's Church Pit showing the pithead
structures and railways

Source Reference: Hair Thomas lllustrations
TH/1/40
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Newspaper report on the Dreadful Explosion at the Pit at

Wallsend Colliery.
Reference: Rare-RB Folio 622 08 Wil-Pitman’'s Papers-Volume

I-Page 21
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An artistic drawing of the explosion at
Wallsend Colliery.

Reference: Rare-RB Folio 622 08 Wil-Pitman's
Papers-Volume Il-Page 190
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Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1853-A Letter from the
Dead to the Living-The Letter Page 3

INUNDATION OF HEATON COLLIERY.
T g

May 3rd, 1815, a dreadful accident took place in Heaton
Main Colliery, near Newcastle-upon-Tyne.  The workings of
the colliery at this time were in the Main coal seam, at a very
great depth, having a considerable dip, or inclination, from one
side to the other, the shafts being on the lower side. This seam
had formerly been wrought as a colliery, under the name of
Heaton Banks, by shafts distinet from the present workings,
and which shafts, when the colliery was given up, were covered
over with planks and earth. In the course of time these old
workings had become entirely filled with water, which, at
about half-past four o’clock on the morning of the above day
(Wednesday) broke through the coal in the north-west part of
the present colliery, at a point where the strata are disturbed
by a dyke, and inundated the workings. Some of the men
who were working near the spot where the water forced its
entrance, ran immediately to the shaft, and happily escaped
out of the pit. On their way they met Mr, Miller, the under-
viewer, and informed him of what had happened, when he ran
to give the alarm to the other men, who were working in the
higher part of the pit, in the hope that they might be able to
effect their escape also ; but this, alas ! was not accomplished.
The water rushed in with dreadful rapidity, and flowing
naturally to the lower parts of the workings, soon cut off the
only means of escape, by closing the bottom of the shaft, in
which the water soon rose to the depth of nineteen fathoms,
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Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1853-A Letter From the

Dead to the Living- The Letter Page 4
4

lixertions were immediately made to reach the spot where the
men were supposed to be, from some other workings, but with-
out success, as the shafts of the old workings were choked
up by the earth, &c., which covered their mouths, and which,
when deprived of the support of the water, having fallen in,
dragged after it many trees which had been planted in their
vicinity.  Attempts were made in front of Heaton Hall to
endeavour to reach the old workings, through a shaft which
had not fallen in ; but these, also, were unavailing, on account
of the shaft being filled with foul air. Three large engines
(one of one hundred and thirty horse power) were instantly
employed in endeavouring to draw the water from the pit, but
without the desired effect, as the water in the shaft, which was
at first nineteen fathoms in depth, subsequently gained wpon
them, from which it appeared that the water was coming out
of some old waste into the pit. During Thursday night the
water gained upon the engines, notwithstanding they discharged
one thousand two hundred gallons per minute ; and when the
lowest shaft was plumbed early on the Friday morning, it was
found to be thirty-three fathoms.

By this catastrophe seventy-five persons (forty-one men and
thirty-four boys) lost their lives, together with the whole stock
of horses, which were down at the time.

In the distance, between the back of IHeaton and Benton
Bridge, seven of the shafts belonging to the workings of an old
colliery on Heaton Banks fell in, presenting frightful chasms,

of many of these, the sutface exhibited not the least vestige, nor a
was the existence of them known in the neighbourhood.

The old colliery is said to have been discontinued on account part of the country was at, or near Heaton, and most probably
of the influx of water, saliichilavas 5 great, that seven engines, it was on the colliery,” in the year 1714.
of the construction of that day, could not get the better of it. From various difficulties, the bodies of these unfortunate
There is & tradition that the first steain engine used in this men were not arrived at until upwards of nine months from the

time of the accident. - The sufferers who thus found a living
grave, left twenty-four widows and seventy-seven orphans,
besides Mrs. Miller and her eight children, to deplore their
untimely fate. ’ \

On the 6th of January, 1816, the first human body of the
sufferers was brought to bank, in a state of great decay; but
ascertained by the neckeloth to be that of William Scott, be-
tiveen seventy and eighty years of age, who attended one of the
furnaces. Of a knife, which the deceased had in his pocket,
the haft only (of bone) was entire, the blade being entirely
corroded by the mixtures of the pyrites in the mire with water.
His watch was also nearly destroyed by the same cause. It
may, however, afford some speculation to the eurious, that the
articles of linen on the deceased were quite fresh and uninjured,
but those of woollen fabric were entirely destroyed. TIn a few
weeks afterwards, the remains of the rest of these unfortunate
persons were found in different situations, in the workings of
the pit.

There was one part of the workings very much on the rise,
where several men and boys had been employed at the time of
the inundation. At a eranc adjoining the place, there were ten

* human bodies, and the carcases of two horses found. The water
had never risen so high as the above workings, by eighty or
a hundred yards. On proceeding up the rolley-way to within
about fifty yards of the crane, there were found two bodies
lying near each other; and every ten or fifteen yards other

# The engineer was the reputed son of a Swedish nobleman, who faught

Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1853-A Letter From the Mathematics at Newcastle.
Dead to the Living- The Letter Page 5
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Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1853-A Letter From the
Dead to the Living- The Letter Page 6

Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1853-A Letter From the
Dead to the Living- The Letter Page 7

Discover more resources online at:
http://archivesalive.ncl.ac.uk

ew | —
@ Newcastle M Historic England
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/feducation

University ==a



Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1853-A Letter From

8 the Dead to the Living- The Letter Page 8

that the pious men would employ their time in exhorting those
who were irreligious to repentance and faith in Christ; and
however simple these addresses may have been, they were no
doubt listened to with intense interest and attention. Prayer
and even singing were also offered up. A striking distinction
appeared in the positions and manner of those who were known
to he wicked men from those who feared God ; and while the
former seemed to have struggled hard in death, the latter
appeared to have sweetly fallen asleep in Christ Jesus! The
person spoken of in the former narrative, George Dawson, was
an instance among others of the apparent composure with
which he met the last enemy. A placid smile rested upon his
countenance ; and even the arms had not altered their position,
being folded across his breast, after remaining nine months
under ground.

After the bodies were coffined, the relatives were permitted
to go down the pit for the purpose of recognizing their hus-
bands or children ; and Elizabeth Thew, the widow, was among
the foremost. She readily recognized William’s body by
his fine auburn hair ; but what must have been her transported,
yet agonized feelings, when in one of his pockets was found
his tin candle-box, on which, in the darkness of the suffocating
pit, or only with the dim light of his Dayvy lamp, the dear boy
had, with a nail, engraved on his candle-box, the following
touching and consolatory epistle :—

% Fret not, dear molher, for we were singing while we had time, and praising
God. Mother, follow God more than ever I did;” and then on the other side,
which, it is supposed, must have been dictated by his father, as it bears his
signature, though he could not write : “ 1/ Johany is saved, be @ good lad to
God, and thy mother. JOHN THEW.?”

(The annexed is a fac-simile of the box and writing.)

Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1853-A Letter From
the Dead to the Living- The Letter
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severel y burnt. One man’s arn was so severely
scorched that the Flesh dropped from it while
‘enduring the operation of dressing. 86 indi-
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Reference: 19 C 1801-1850 Coll 3313822
con - the condition and treatment —
illustration page 41

The Wall's End Miner; or A Brief
Memoir...oy James Everett (1838)

Reference: CLLOC-CLARKE 1874-The
Wallsend Miner-Page 205.

Newspaper Article, Pitman’s Papers
c.19TH Vol. |

Reference: Rare-RB Folio 622 08 Wil-
Pitman’s Papers-Volume |-Page 50.

Reference: 19C-1801-1850 331 3822 CON-
Children in Mines and Collieries-Page 47

Reference: 19C-1801-1850 331 3822 CON-
Children in Mines and Collieries-Page 36
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Etched print of a landscape view of collier
boats being loaded at the Wallsend drops

Reference: Hair (Thomas) lllustrations TH/1/37

NEWCASTLE i

Thin s Neeputs, & posrm i 1 Nimih, Six illustrated stories ‘In Rhymes and Pictures’
From whess dshy srnfinrs st b e Ganh

Uhiher plices dwrr ey whnk twy = Coal Plsrren ' ol
Ihat Carary Neweiothe m ikint of thom all,

Reference: Rare Books RB-821-8-SIX-34 page 2.

Six illustrated stories ‘In Rhymes and Pictures’

This i @ Piomsan whis with bs stawsch ik,

Fliown it dhe blaci Uil e W ever s thick

A when i werk b bas Loty Reference: Rare Books RB-821-8-SIX-40 page 5.
rrugh pad,
BB mlis the g Borshrr that s by

I wide

LOADING THE COLLIER. &

. . . i H 1

S L e W s A o Six illustrated stories ‘In Rhymes and Pictures
Cunrrrod (m smill wagpan tight duws w the ws, ]

|

Reference: Rare Books RB-821-8-SIX-43 page 7.

Ao il ™ i thew wiel wheise By guinly Jdp

it Coidd frvn B lansdis g-stagr dormm e ha vhip, 3 ]_i_ -

Discover more resources online at: N tl
http://archivesalive.ncl.ac.uk @ ewcaslie
University

| — )
My Historic England
https://historicengland.org.uk/services-skills/feducation e



| Sixillustrated stories ‘In Rhymes and Pictures’
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Reference: Rare Books RB-821-8-SIX-47 page 9.

Six illustrated stories ‘In Rhymes and Pictures’

Reference: Rare Books RB-821-8-SIX-50 page 11.

Reference: Photograph of Nos 15 To 19, With

Backyard Walls And Outbuildings © Crown
copyright. Historic England Archive. IOE01/14603/29

Reference: Photograph (print) The North of
England Institute of Mining and Mechanical
Engineers at Neville Hall seen from the north-
west © Crown copyright. Historic England
Archive. OP11437
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—"-,_,__2- West View of the High Level Bridge at
Newcastle

Reference: Local lllustrations ILL/11/6
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Reference: 19th C. Collection 331.3822 CON-60
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