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Difcourfes concerning Government.,
Means futable to the Ends Eropofcd for the Service of his great

Mafter, 1 'hope. to fhew that he hath not ufed one Argument ¢

not falfe, nor cited one Author whom he hath not perverted and a-
bufed. Whilft my work is fotolay open thefe Snares that the moft
{imple may not be taken in them, I fhall not examin how Sir Robert
came to think himfelfa Man fic toundertake fo great a work, as tode-
{troy the principles, which fromthe beginning feem to havebin com:
mon toall Mankind ; but only weighing the Pofitionsand Arguments
that healledgeth, will, if there beeither truth or ftrength in them,
confefs the difcovery comes from him that gave us leaft reafon to ex.
pectit, and that in {pight of the Antients, there is not in the woild
a piece of Wood out of whicha Mercury may not be made.

S ECNTO L
The common Notionsof Liberty are not from School Divines, but
from Nature.

Y N the firft lines of his Book he feems to denounce War againft
Mankind, endeavouring to overthrow the principle of Liberty in
which'God created us, and which includes the chief advantages of
the life we enjoy, as well as the greateft helps towards the felicity;
that is the end of our hopes in the other. Tothis end he abfurdly
imputes to the School Divines that which was taken up by them as 2
common notion, written in the heart of every Man, denied by nong;
but fuch as were degenerated into Beafts, from whence they might
“prove fuch Points as of themfelves were lefs evident. Thus did £x-
clid lay down certain Axioms, whichnone could deny that did not
renounce common Senfe, from whence he drew the proofs of fuch
Propofitions as were lefs obvious to the Underftanding ; and they
may with as much reafon be accufed of Pagani{m, who fay that the
wholeis greater thana pare, that two halfs make the whole, or that
a ftreight Line is the fhorteft way from Point to Point, as tofay, that
they who in Politicks lay fuch Foundations, as have been taken up by
Schoolmen and others as undeniable Truths, do therefore follow
them, of have any regard to their Authority. - Tho the Schoolmen
were corrupt, they were neither ftupid nor unlearned : They could
not but {ee that which all men faw, nor lay more approved Foundati-
ous, than, That Man isnaturally free; That he cannotjuftly be de-
prived of ‘that Liberty without caufe, and that he doth not refign it
or any partofit, unlefsitbe in confideration of a greater good, which
he propofes to himfelf.  Bue if he doth unjuftly impute the invention
of this to 'School Divines, he in fome meafure repairs his Fault in
faying, This hath been Jbﬂwfd@aﬂ fm:eediﬂf Papifts for good Divi
nity : The Divines of ‘the Reformed Churches have. entertained it; and
the Commen People every where tenderly embrace it.  That is to fay,
all Chriftian Divines, whether Reformed or Unreformed, do approve
it; and the People every where magnify it, asthe. height of hu?ifl
e~
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