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Good Governance for Future 
Generations: Practices and 

Networks1 
 

Introduction 

Good governance for future generations lies at the heart of the Summit of the Future. To 

support action arising from the Summit, this resource collates country practice, stakeholder 

networks, stakeholder reports and academic work around governance for future 

generations.  

This resource has three sections:  

• The first (page 2) is a compilation of country practice, summarising - and linking to - 

examples of governance institutions concerned with young and future generations.  

• The second (page 6) compiles a list of active stakeholder networks  

• The third (page 7) compiles written reports from stakeholders (e.g. UN documents) 

and academic work considered to offer entry points into thinking around 

governance for future generations and intergenerational justice. 

There is no claim on the part of the authors that the first version of this resource, reflecting 

initial research during the summer of 2024, is exhaustive. It is anticipated that the resource 

will be revisited and added to over time. 

 
1 Research Team: Kipp Mann Benn, Gabrielle Joyce, Graham Long, Nici Mulkeen, Newcastle 

University. Contact us via graham.long@ncl.ac.uk with feedback and content you would like added 

mailto:graham.long@ncl.ac.uk
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(1) country practices for Future Generations 

Recognising the role of political and legal practice, this table distinguishes between 

governance processes and institutions – in blue, and legal provisions and decisions in 

red.  

Country (with link to the 

resource in each case) 

Future-regarding 

Institutional practices and 

legal provisions. 

Description 

Australia 

 

Commissioner for 

sustainability and the 

environment 

 

 

 

 

 

Child and Youth Impact 

Assessment Tool - Valuing 

Children Initiative     

 

 

Commissioner for 

Sustainability and the 

Environment (1993-) 

 

 

 

 

Australia has a ‘child and youth 

policy impact assessment’ tool. 

 

 

Within the office of the 

Minister for the environment - 

largely research/advisory; 

complaints investigation. Not 

purpose made for Future 

Generations but has an 

overlapping remit. 

 

The use of the tool is voluntary 

(requires governmental 

departments and/or NGOs to 

choose to employ it where they 

feel necessary). 

France (since disbanded) Council for the rights of future 

generations  

Since disbanded (1993-95). 

Finland 

 

Committee for the Future 

remit  

 

 

Committee for the Future 

(1993) 

 

 

 

The main task of the 

Committee for the Future is to 

prepare the Parliament's 

response (Parliament's Future 

Report) to the Government's 

(termly) Report on the Future. 

Since 2017, The Government's 

implementation for Agen­da 

2030 for Sustainable 

Development has also been 

submitted to the Committee 

for the Future during each 

electoral term. 

https://envcomm.act.gov.au/
https://envcomm.act.gov.au/
https://envcomm.act.gov.au/
https://valuingchildreninitiative.com.au/news/child-and-youth-impact-assessment-tool#:~:text=A%20Child%20and%20Youth%20Impact,of%20children%20and%20young%20people.
https://valuingchildreninitiative.com.au/news/child-and-youth-impact-assessment-tool#:~:text=A%20Child%20and%20Youth%20Impact,of%20children%20and%20young%20people.
https://valuingchildreninitiative.com.au/news/child-and-youth-impact-assessment-tool#:~:text=A%20Child%20and%20Youth%20Impact,of%20children%20and%20young%20people.
https://envcomm.act.gov.au/
https://www.eduskunta.fi/EN/valiokunnat/tulevaisuusvaliokunta/Pages/default.aspx?TSPD_101_R0=0814c91602ab20001c87f0fa8fe719df8d839edc327618215d5daab0e08d11e02bb67768d851cf7b08044c396e143000c1435568901291b68be4c5357c7ed697ed30d0666bbd20721be7281a2231219461e6792593a948de20a75a337f60dc56
https://www.eduskunta.fi/EN/valiokunnat/tulevaisuusvaliokunta/Pages/default.aspx?TSPD_101_R0=0814c91602ab20001c87f0fa8fe719df8d839edc327618215d5daab0e08d11e02bb67768d851cf7b08044c396e143000c1435568901291b68be4c5357c7ed697ed30d0666bbd20721be7281a2231219461e6792593a948de20a75a337f60dc56
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Germany 

 

 

 

 

 

German Youth Check 

 

 

 

Basic Law for the Federal 

Republic of Germany  

State Secretary Committee for 

Sustainable Development 

(2000) and Parliamentary 

Advisory Council on 

Sustainable Development 

(2004). 

 

Germany also has a policy 

youth check tool. 

 

 

Provisions in the constitution 

(Grundgesetz) on 

environmental protection (Art. 

20a) and public debt 

limitations (Art. 109 + 115) for 

future generations.  

 

Not purpose built for Future 

Generations, but has 

significant overlapping remit. 

 

 

 

 

Employed at Pre-parliamentary 

draft bill stage (not 

mandatory). 

Gibraltar  

 

Office of the Commissioner for 

sustainable development and 

Future Generations  

 

 

Sustainable Development and 

Future Generations 

Commissioner. 

 

 

 

Hungary 

 

The Role of the Ombudsman - 

AJBH-EN  

 

About the office - AJBH-EN - 

AJBH 

 

 

Ombudsman for future 

generations, now incorporated 

into the role of deputy 

commissioner under the 

Commissioner for 

Fundamental Rights  

 

 

Established in 1996, with 

greater power and 

independence afforded in 

2007, then incorporated into 

the Office of the Commissioner 

for Fundamental Rights.  

India 

 

ECOC Intergenerational equity 

committee  

 

 

The Supreme Court appointed 

a temporary 6-member Expert 

Committee on a Cap (ECOC) - 

Intergenerational Equity, to 

produce reports on a regional 

mining dispute.  

 

 

Temporary practice, 2014-15 

Israel (since disbanded) Knesset Commissioner for 

Future Generations 

Since disbanded (2001-2006). 

Included the power to delay 

legislation.  

https://www.jugend-check.de/english/
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/englisch_gg.html#p0644
https://www.gesetze-im-internet.de/englisch_gg/englisch_gg.html#p0644
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/contacts/sustainable-development-future-generations-70
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/contacts/sustainable-development-future-generations-70
https://www.gibraltar.gov.gi/contacts/sustainable-development-future-generations-70
https://www.ajbh.hu/web/ajbh-en/the-role-of-the-ombudsman
https://www.ajbh.hu/web/ajbh-en/the-role-of-the-ombudsman
https://www.ajbh.hu/en/web/ajbh-en/about-the-office
https://www.ajbh.hu/en/web/ajbh-en/about-the-office
https://goenchimati.org/intergenerational-equity-documents/
https://goenchimati.org/intergenerational-equity-documents/
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Malta 

Guardian of Future 

Generations – Sustainable 

Development 

 

Guardian of Future 

Generations (Committee) 

 

5 member committee which 

produces advisory 

recommendations. 

New Zealand 

 

Child Impact Assessment Tool - 

Ministry of Social 

Development. 

 

 

Parliamentary Commissioner 

for the Environment  

New Zealand also has a pre-

legislation child impact 

assessment tool. 

 

 

 

Not purpose built, but 

overlapping Future 

Generations and Children 

remit. 

 

Norway 

 

The Ombudsperson for 

Children in Norway - 

regjeringen.no  

 

 

 

 

Section 112 of the Norwegian 

Constitution 

 

 

Ombudsman for children  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Legal constitutional provision 

which explicitly recognises the 

necessity of protecting the 

interests of future generations 

(natural resources). Section 

112. 

 

 

Not a specific remit for future 

generations but many 

overlapping interests. National 

remit and institutionally 

independent. 

Singapore 

 

Centre for Strategic Futures - 

Singapore PM's office - 

Strategy group. 

 

 

Centre for Strategic futures.  

 

 

Prime Ministerially appointed 

strategy group within the PM's 

office. Advisory. 

South Africa 

 

Constitution 

SA Constitutional rights for 

future generations  

 

 

Legal constitutional provision  

 

United Kingdom  

 

England 

  

 

APPG for future generations. 

 

 

Informal cross-parliamentary 

https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/guardian-of-future-generations/
https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/guardian-of-future-generations/
https://sustainabledevelopment.gov.mt/guardian-of-future-generations/
https://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/resources/child-impact-assessment.html
https://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/resources/child-impact-assessment.html
https://www.msd.govt.nz/about-msd-and-our-work/publications-resources/resources/child-impact-assessment.html
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/bfd/organisation/Offices-and-agencies-associated-with-the-Ministry-of-Children-and-Equality/The-Ombudsperson-for-Children-in-Norway/id418030/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/bfd/organisation/Offices-and-agencies-associated-with-the-Ministry-of-Children-and-Equality/The-Ombudsperson-for-Children-in-Norway/id418030/
https://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/bfd/organisation/Offices-and-agencies-associated-with-the-Ministry-of-Children-and-Equality/The-Ombudsperson-for-Children-in-Norway/id418030/
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/SafeClean/State/Norway.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/Documents/Issues/Environment/SREnvironment/SafeClean/State/Norway.pdf
https://www.csf.gov.sg/
https://www.csf.gov.sg/
https://www.csf.gov.sg/
https://www.concourt.org.za/images/phocadownload/the_text/english-2013.pdf
https://www.concourt.org.za/index.php/58-the-bill-of-rights/first-second-and-third-generation-rights#:~:text=Second%2Dgeneration%20rights%20are%20those,and%20social%20security%20%2D%20section%2027.
https://www.concourt.org.za/index.php/58-the-bill-of-rights/first-second-and-third-generation-rights#:~:text=Second%2Dgeneration%20rights%20are%20those,and%20social%20security%20%2D%20section%2027.
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All-Party Parliamentary Group 

for Future Generations 

 

Wales  

Future Generations 

Commissioner 

 

 

 

Scotland 

Scotland's Futures Forum 

 

 

 

 

Future generations 

commissioner  

(subnational)  

 

 

 

Parliamentary think tank 

‘Futures Forum’  for 

research/recommendations for 

MPs on issues concerning the 

long term and future. 

group.  

 

 

 

An outcome of the Well-being 

of Future Generations (Wales) 

Act 2015.  

Uruguay  

 

Comision Especial del Futuro  

 

 

Parliamentary Committee  

 

 

Research/advisory, dialogue 

functions.  

 

  

https://www.appgfuturegenerations.com/
https://www.appgfuturegenerations.com/
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/
https://www.scotlandfutureforum.org/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2015/2/contents/enacted
https://eventos.ladiaria.com.uy/event/comision-de-futuro-del-parlamento-uruguay-trae-el-futuro-al-presente/
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(2) Networks and Organisations for Future Generations  

Network of Institutions for 

Future Generations (NIFG) 

A network of institutions or 

commissioners with 

responsibilities for 

representing the needs of 

future generations. NIFG 

includes membership from 

Israel, Wales, Hungary, 

Norway, Finland, New Zealand 

and Canada.  

Network of Institutions for 

Future Generations  

School of International Futures 

(SOIF) 

Nonprofit founded to facilitate 

best practice networks, 

collaborations and publications 

on national and international 

FG strategy. See for example 

toolkit for the Summit of the 

Future. Action Package for the 

Summit of the Future | SOIF. 

SOIF | School of International 

Futures. 

Apolitical x SOIF - Community 

of practice: long term 

governance and future 

thinking.  

New venture by SOIF x 

Apolitical to bring together a 

community of policy makers 

and practitioners to share best 

practices and foster 

international collaboration.  

Community of practice: long 

term governance and future 

thinking 

The Future Generations Lab in 

the Netherlands. 

Academic/best practice 

depository. 

Organisatie – Lab toekomstige 

generaties 

Global Youth Movement for FG NFIG-led network for youth 

interested in FG. Annual 

leadership academy for 25 

ambassadors. 

NFIG - Global Youth Movement 

for FG 

 

 

 

  

https://www.futuregenerations.wales/international_work/network-of-institutions-for-future-generations/
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/international_work/network-of-institutions-for-future-generations/
https://soif.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/06/Action-Package-1-compressed.pdf
https://soif.org.uk/app/uploads/2024/06/Action-Package-1-compressed.pdf
https://soif.org.uk/about-us/
https://soif.org.uk/about-us/
https://apolitical.co/events/long-term-governance-and-futures-thinking
https://apolitical.co/events/long-term-governance-and-futures-thinking
https://apolitical.co/events/long-term-governance-and-futures-thinking
https://labtoekomstigegeneraties.nl/organisatie/
https://labtoekomstigegeneraties.nl/organisatie/
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/global-influence-of-the-act/#:~:text=Global%20Youth%20Movement%20for%20Future%20Generations&text=As%20part%20of%20the%20Future,generations%20and%20create%20global%20change.
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/global-influence-of-the-act/#:~:text=Global%20Youth%20Movement%20for%20Future%20Generations&text=As%20part%20of%20the%20Future,generations%20and%20create%20global%20change.
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(3) Sources on intergenerational justice and future 

generations 

(a) General overviews and UN reports  

UN reports -  

● UN Summit of the Future report - Intergenerational Solidarity and the Needs of Future 

Generations: Report of the Secretary-General 

Accessible overviews -  

● NIFG ‘Building our common future’ report - Review of comparative practice. NFIG Review   

● Professor Herbert Girardet (UWE) - Founder: The World Future Council. The Future - what 

future? 'Ecologist' article ahead of the Summit of the Future 2024. 

● Save the Children - Brief presenting a basic policy framework and general intergenerational 

justice principles. Realizing Intergenerational Justice for Children and Future Generations. 

● SOIF x NIFG ‘Wales protocol’ - provides an implementation framework designed to guide 

communities and world leaders towards a more sustainable and equitable future.  Wales 

Protocol for Future Generations – from Declaration to Implementation. The Protocol has 

been developed to support the implementation efforts of the Declaration for Future 

Generations, co-facilitated by the Kingdom of the Netherlands and Jamaica. 

 

(b) Selected Academic work on Future Generations 

 

Literature on the idea of intergenerational justice  

● Gosseries, A. and Mayer, L.H.,  Introductory Chapter - Intergenerational Justice and its 

challenges. Introduction - Intergenerational Justice and its challenges 

● Dugworth, C. Introductions to Intergenerational justice. 

● Gosseries, A. Types of justice for future generations (justice as reciprocity). Three types of 

Intergenerational Justice  

https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/756820?ln=en&v=pdf
https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/756820?ln=en&v=pdf
https://ourfuturegenerations.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/NIFG-Publication_VFINAL-3.pdf
https://theecologist.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/futurewhatfuture.pdf
https://theecologist.org/sites/default/files/2023-08/futurewhatfuture.pdf
https://resourcecentre.savethechildren.net/document/realizing-intergenerational-justice-for-children-and-future-generations/?_ga=2.255431112.1573549914.1724837297-1574079845.1724412414&_gl=1*a28mjx*_ga*MTU3NDA3OTg0NS4xNzI0NDEyNDE0*_ga_646SWQJ0VB*MTcyNDgzNzI5Ny4xLjEuMTcyNDgzNzMxNi40MS4wLjA.*_ga_GRKVSTV36C*MTcyNDgzNzI5Ny4xLjAuMTcyNDgzNzI5Ny42MC4wLjA.
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/news/wales-protocol-for-future-generations-from-declaration-to-implementation/
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/news/wales-protocol-for-future-generations-from-declaration-to-implementation/
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/declaration-on-future-generations
https://www.un.org/en/summit-of-the-future/declaration-on-future-generations
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lukas-Meyer-16/publication/323933327_Intergenerational_Justice_ed/links/640b1f97315dfb4cce6ec330/Intergenerational-Justice-ed.pdf#page=14
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lukas-Meyer-16/publication/323933327_Intergenerational_Justice_ed/links/640b1f97315dfb4cce6ec330/Intergenerational-Justice-ed.pdf#page=132
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Lukas-Meyer-16/publication/323933327_Intergenerational_Justice_ed/links/640b1f97315dfb4cce6ec330/Intergenerational-Justice-ed.pdf#page=132
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Comparative studies of intergenerational justice 

● Von Knebel, M.  Cross-country comparative analysis and case study of institutions for future 

generations. Analysis of institutions made in reference to “Time Horizons, Power, Funding, 

Risk of politicisation and Legitimacy”. Cross-country comparative analysis and case study of 

institutions for future generations. 

● Vanhuysse, P. Measuring Intergenerational Justice–Toward a Synthetic Index for OECD 

Countries.  Comparative study of 29 OECD countries approaches. 

● Zwarthoed, D. Political representation of future generations - case studies. Political 

representation of future generations. 

Literature on representation of future generations 

● Rose, M. Comparative study of 25 proxies and their differing institutional design. Institutional 

Proxy Representatives of Future Generations: A Comparative Analysis of Types and Design 

Features | Article | Politics and Governance   

● Thompson, D.F. Representing future generations: Political presentism and democratic 

trusteeship. Representing Future Generations.  

● Ward, H. Legal and institutional analysis for designing global governance systems for FG. 

Beyond the Short Term: Legal and Institutional Space for Future Generations in Global 

Governance  

● Tremmel, J. The four-branches model of government: representing future generations. 

Cross-country comparative analysis and case study of institutions for future generations - 

ScienceDirect  

● Davies, H. The wellbeing of future generations (Wales) act 2015: Duties or aspirations? The 

Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015: Duties or aspirations?  

Lliterature on indigenous thought and intergenerational justice 

● Introductory chapter on the linkages between intergenerational justice and indigenous 

philosophies. Indigenous Philosophy and Intergenerational Justice (Chapter 1) - Intercultural 

Philosophy and Environmental Justice between Generations (cambridge.org) 

● Iriquois’s seven generations philosophy. Chapter 2: A critical evaluation of inter-generational 

equity and in the context of climate change  

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S001632872300085X#sec0025
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S001632872300085X#sec0025
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=2309278
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85068070958&origin=inward&txGid=d5fef2ce97e8368f8875a0a4a8ac1bd2
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85068070958&origin=inward&txGid=d5fef2ce97e8368f8875a0a4a8ac1bd2
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/politicsandgovernance/article/view/7745/3671
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/politicsandgovernance/article/view/7745/3671
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/politicsandgovernance/article/view/7745/3671
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/epdf/10.1080/13698230903326232?src=getftr
https://academic.oup.com/yielaw/article-abstract/22/1/3/1659216
https://academic.oup.com/yielaw/article-abstract/22/1/3/1659216
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S001632872300085X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S001632872300085X
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1461452916631889
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/1461452916631889
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/intercultural-philosophy-and-environmental-justice-between-generations/indigenous-philosophy-and-intergenerational-justice/F09F82A553095761BA27956E8D2B1B05
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/intercultural-philosophy-and-environmental-justice-between-generations/indigenous-philosophy-and-intergenerational-justice/F09F82A553095761BA27956E8D2B1B05
https://www.elgaronline.com/edcollchap-oa/book/9781803923796/book-part-9781803923796-7.xml
https://www.elgaronline.com/edcollchap-oa/book/9781803923796/book-part-9781803923796-7.xml
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● Winter, C. Maori philosophy of extending rights/personhood to natural resources (anti-

mechanistic/ anti-instrumental) Full article: Subjects of intergenerational justice: indigenous 

philosophy, the environment and relationships 

● Kelbessa, W. Intergenerational justice and African indigenous philosophy. Intergenerational 

Justice and the Environment in Africa (Chapter 3) - Intercultural Philosophy and 

Environmental Justice between Generations (cambridge.org) 

Work on Catastrophic risk mitigation for future generations 

● There exists a large body of work relating to future generations and present duties to 

mitigate future (or far-future) existential threats. This is often discussed in relation to 

‘longtermism’ but speaks directly to intergenerational justice. For works regarding this, see 

Oxford University’s Global Priorities Institute Global Priorities Institute  and Cambridge 

university’s Centre for the Study of Existential Risk.  

 

https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644016.2024.2376941#:~:text=As%20a%20corrective%20to%20the,the%20capabilities%20approach%20to%20justice.
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09644016.2024.2376941#:~:text=As%20a%20corrective%20to%20the,the%20capabilities%20approach%20to%20justice.
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/intercultural-philosophy-and-environmental-justice-between-generations/intergenerational-justice-and-the-environment-in-africa/B7FF961472251A42619C4699E0B9CA62
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/intercultural-philosophy-and-environmental-justice-between-generations/intergenerational-justice-and-the-environment-in-africa/B7FF961472251A42619C4699E0B9CA62
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/intercultural-philosophy-and-environmental-justice-between-generations/intergenerational-justice-and-the-environment-in-africa/B7FF961472251A42619C4699E0B9CA62
https://globalprioritiesinstitute.org/
https://www.cser.ac.uk/

