"TIERUE WAR ST TTORIES

PLUCKY JOHNNY BULL FOUGHT OFF THE
GERMAN ADVANCE ARMED ONLY WITH A SPOON

E ven in the run-up fo the First World War, boys comics were

filled with hair-raising stories about the Germans invading Britain,

destroying DBig Ben and removing King George — however. in
such stories they were always rebuffed by small bands of strapping
young Dritish heroes. triumphing against impossible odds and defeafing
the enemy with raw courage and British ingenuity.

But when the real War came, how did the typical soldier's
sfory compare with the ripping yarns they had read ?
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1. Thomas Baker Brown was a typical yvoung lad
from Kettlewell School in North S"h?e]tls. Through-
out his boyhood he was taught repeatedly about
the heroic 'derring-do’ of British soliders, sailors
and explorers throughout the ages; Kitchener,
Kipling, 8cott, Nelson, Clive of India, all were held
up as shining examples of British exceptionalism.

2. 8o, at the outbreak of War, it was perfectly
natural for red-blooded able-bodied young men of
North Shields to sign up for the Army as soon as
they could at the reeruiting station in the Presby-
terian Church in Howard Street - most Britons
assumed the War would be over quickly, for every-
one said that “One Briton is worth two Germans,
three French and four Russians”
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New Story Books for
Readers of All Agesl!

THE BOYS’ FRIEND
3" COMPLETE LIBRARY

“THE CITY OF FLAME | "

A Grand Story of Thrilling Adventure. By ALEC. G PEARSON.

“THE SPORTS PROMOTER ! ”

A Splendid Story of the Boxing Ring. By ANDREW GRAY.

“TRUE BLUE !~

A Breezy Story of the King's Navee. By DAVID GOODWIN.
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Ask Always for The Boys Friend 3° Complete Library
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THOMAS BAKER BROWN
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1. Bince the minimum age for service at the
Front was 19, Thomas had to wait until November
1915 to sign up. He was sent to the Scarcroft
Schools Training Camp in York, and put into the
“Clerks' Platoon™ of the 6th Northumberland Fusil-
iers. He was trained in bombing, signalling and
musketry.

2. However, after medies tested Thomas's
evesight, they determined it was poor enough that
he needed to wear glasses in order to hit a target
with a rifle, and thus he also missed out on joining
the Royal Flying Corps.

J. Instead, Thomas was placed in the Signalling
Section in March 1916, and by July was serving in
France alongside his brother George. Both brothers
were transferred to the 21st Battalion Northum-
berland Fusiliers.

4. Thomas was very proud of the 21st Tyneside
Scottish  PBattalion, deseribing them as a
“second-to-none brigade” and "not excelled by any
battalion in the Army. "
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1. Thomas's letters home reveal little of his
movements with the Fusiliers, since any mention
of where he was based was censored by the regi-
mental officers. That would reveal troop move-
ments if the letters fell into enemy hands! But we
d? Emw that Thomas fought near the French town
of Arras...

2. One of Thomas's most vital duties as a signal-
ler was as a ‘runner’ - he had to carry messages
himself from one outpost to another, whi[e risking
being shot at from both sides. On 9th April 1917 at
Arras, a particularly hazardous message run
under enemy fire earned him a recommendation
for the Military Medal.

J. Thomas - along with another North Shields
man, Sergeant Crowe - was presented with the
Military Medal at North Shields Town Hall by Sir
Thomas Oliver, Honorary Colonel, Tyneside Scottish
Brigade.

4. 8ir Thomas was careful to tell the audience
that the Army did not give out medals ‘lavishly’,
and that many other soldiers would have been

iven medals if their officers had been there to see
their bravery, or if the officers had not been killed
before they could report it.
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THOMAS BAKER BROWN

1. Many of Thomas's letters from France
detailed the daily life as a combat soldier - there
were many complaints about the vast amounts of
mud churned up as rain washed down the Trenches,
and requests for things hard to get at the Front -
soecks, hooks, %Ioves, razor blades, 'Gong Soups'
and batteries for his torch, plus a ‘Somerville's
Body Cord'..,

THE PLAGUE OF TRENCH
LICE EXTERMINATED . ..

by wearing

SOMERVILLE’S
Asiatic Body Cord.

It is just worn round the waist, and

the remarkable qualities of this cord

make it absolutely impossible for

vermin to exist on the body or even
lodge in the clothing.

Mrs. G writes:— “ Will you send me a Body
Guard for my son in Salonica? My other son
in France says they are splendid. He has
been quite free of vermin since he wore

vour Body Cord!” F
Price 1/- each.

Postage—inland or
to the Front—2d.
Special Terms for
large quantities.
Ask for and be sure
yvou get SOMER-
VILLE'S from
chemists or

GEO. SOMERVILLE,
2, South Clerk St.
Edinburgh
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2. He also told of the simple but welcome plea-
sures to be had when the men were away from the
Trenches - there were cinema shows, football
matches, concert parties, and once Thomas was
invited into a French home for coffee,

HNOTHING s to bo written on this side except
the date and signature of ke sender. Sentences
not required may be orased, If anything olse is
added the posi card will bo destroyoed

I am guile wrll,
FIaTT brem—d it —iste—hos il
letter dated ___ T 4o

I haee received _mrml f L T
Ipamd—-—::——""

Letter follows at first opporfunily

oaly Jm‘/\'dj o
vete___ 15/ %[17

/

[Postage must be III: padd any letter or post cand
addressed to the sender of this eard))

4. But there were many things that Thomas could
not or would not write about. We already know
that troop movements and locations were secret,
and stories of deaths were demoralising to those at
home, so such things were censored by the Army,
8o, often troops would use "Field Posteards” pre-
printed with generic messages, simply crossing off
the part which didn't apply; there were also green
“Honour Envelopes™ which the men used to declare
that the letter inside contained nothing forbidden.
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1. In March 1918 the Germans, realising that the
arrival of the United States into the Great War
meant they might soon be outnumbered, decided
their best chance of winning the War was to launch
a massive attack on the Allies and crush them
before the Americans arrived.

2. Thus, on 21st March 1918, began their Spring
Offensive or “Kaiserschlacht”, in which the
Germans Eoure:’l over the existing Front Lines in
huge numbers - it was during this 'push’ that the
Northumberland Fusiliers at Bullecourt were over-
whelmed by the Germans, and Thomas was
amongst 16,000 men taken prisoner.

J. Thomas was taken to a Prisoner of War camp
in Diilmen (His family learned of this from a Red
Cross posteard sent out after Thomas's name
appeared on one of the regular prisoner list
despatches from Berlin). He was one of the few
survivors from his Company - as he said in a post-
card from IMilmen, “all my chums were casualties

4. However, life in Diilmen was in some ways
better than being an active soldier - the men no
longer had to spend days covered in mud, the Red
Cross still delivered parcels, and Diilmen even had
its own theatre - allowing Thomas to bring home a
theatre ticket as a souvenir later,
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THOMAS BAKER BROWN

&7

II:.' W b . =
HOLL .|_\_,,) GCGERMANY}

P

I

%

O DULMEN

FRANCE

-1, Diilmen was classed as a "head camp’, mean-
ing that prisoners were kept there temporarily
until they were moved on to a ‘work camp'. So
Thomas was soon moved to Limburg, and finally
to the mining camp at Herzogenrath near the
Duteh border. Life there proved not so pleasant as
Diilmen, as the prisoners were conseripted to work
in the "North Star” coal mine.

2, The prisoners found small ways to frustrate
their captors; men would hide in old mine workings
to avoid work, and once Thomas managed to tip a
full tub of ¢oal back down the shaft while operat-
ing the mine's haulage machine.

J. But when men were caught pulling such tricks,
they were punished - some were sent to solitary
confinement in the punishment block in the dark
for 48 hours, while Thomas himself was once
chained to a pole and made to stand to attention
without food or water from dawn until mid-day.

4, The Great War ended on 11th November 1918;
command at the mining camp broke down, so
Thomas and five other prisoners took the opportu-
nity to simply walk out of the front gate!
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1. The six comrades walked westwards towards
the Duteh border, skirting around the town of
Herzogenrath to avoid the remaining German
soldiers they saw there, A few days later, they crept
through a breach in the frontier wire and encoun-
tered a Dutch soldier.

2. The men were transferred to Amersfoort
camp, where they staved briefly at Vilasakkers
Barracks, Thomas joined the large party of British
ex-prisoners who then made their way to Rotter-
dam by the 3rd of December, where he was given a
complete new uniform and plenty of food,

J. Thomas was brought home on a troop trans-
port, the 5.8, Arbroath, which took him to Hull by
the &th of December. He returned to Ripon {.‘amE
where he was given two pounds ten shillings back
pay and six weeks' leave.

4. From there Thomas took the train back to
North Shields.



1. Despite declaring himself “in the pink” and
“ehampion” in his letters from the camps, Thomas's
evesight had been made much worse by working
conditions in the mines, and in the 1930s he
became blind for five years. Although he recovered
some sight, he was deemed unfit for fighting in

World War 2, so Thomas served on the Home Front
instead.

2. As time went by, Thomas took up the task of
collecting his various letters, maps and souvenirs
together in order to write his own memoirs of the
the Great War. All of these are now preserved by
Newecastle University Library.

“.. So started, like tens of thousands of young men, a
happy, adventurous, exhilarating, dirty, squalid, degrading

and frightening experience. ”

- Thomas Baker Brown, 21st Battalion Northumberland Fusiliers 38573 T.B.Brown

Gillian Johnsfon, Sara Bird. Rachel Hill
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T0 THOSE ON THE HOME FRONT

Honour your KING, COUNTRY and FIGHTING MEN
by donating to the

TYHEHI]IJTII PRISONERS OF WAR FUND

Render a national service by
opening vour purses to send
s of comfortz to the
rave officers and men who
are suffering dire privation in
the hands of the enemy.
Funds will be uged to provide
FOOD FOR PRIBONERS OF
WAR, if vour soldier friend
or relative is a prisoner of war
in Germany, he will ap
reciate A FPARCEL OF
}l‘.‘l(lﬂ FROM HOME,

Donations may be presented to the Town Hall, Tynemouth.
All donations will be acknowledged in the “Shields Daily News."

Treasurer: Thos, Kercham
TREAM/

GET A PLACE IN THE WDHLD

Where vour taléenis can bé used to the hest
alvantage. IT you have ehosen business life, ensure
the best possible fraining for advancement, by

attending our winter

NIGHT SCHOOL

Courses open on Monday evening January 10 1918,
Shorthand, Typowriting, Stenography, Fonmanship,
Arithmétic, Grammar, '“'p'lml.ng Bookkeeping.
TWELYE WEEES 1 Guinca in advanes, 10/- ip-cr
eourse in monthly payments. Books oxtra. Monday
Wednesday, arsl Enlln\. evenings 7.30 to 9pm.

DAY SCHOOL ALWAYS3 OPEN
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FREE TO EVERY READER.

A sample copy of “Health and Strength,” the great
Physical Culture and Athletic Weekly. Full of
interesting pictures, articles, stories and advice,
Mention this paper on a posteard and the sample copy
will reach vou by return post.— "HEALTH AND
BTRENGTH," 12, Burleigh Street, Strand, London,
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THE “ORILUX” LAMP

Has proved INDISPENSABLE and SATIS-
FACTORY as a Military Lamp throughout the War.

SWITCHES FOR FIXED or TEMPORARY LIGHT

In Case with Battery— £1 1ls 0d.
Spare Battery 1/3d

J.H. Steward Ltd. 406 & 457 Strand, London W.C.2
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The Cheapest Reliable Motor-Cycle

A mass produclion Lightiweight at the price of a pedal bieyele.

Dhoes wrer 188 miles per gublon
wael costs bess thom Sl a mile fo
i

COMPLETE WITH TOMKRLS AND
REARY FOR THE ROAD AT 26
L

22U Sl el

0, McKENZIL, 50, FERCHURCH
TRE/1/1/1/17215 ET. B.C.3

Families save shillings a
week through Gong Soups.

Gong Soups make a splendid stand-by when it is
desired to economise meat at lunch or dinner. With
the addition of sippets of toasted standard bread, a
very substantial course can be prepared in a few
minutes, at about a quarter of the cost of
home-made soups which take hours to prepare.

From a Forest Hill lady:=— T enclose G4, for three moro
“Congratulate yvou, Your | samples for trial — Scoteh
Scoteh Hroth s the BEST | Broth, Moek Turtle and
of the twelve varfeties. Have | Fea”
bought Gong xR
S;]:.otit:h Broth by | TWELVE YARIETIES | For the Front.
the dozen”™ “l eannot got
Scodch Biroth | O Tail
i Mock Turtle. | Thick Gravy | YOUT S0UPS in ..
u : Pea Celery Creaen| DAV asked over
Gong Sonp sim- MuBigntasrry | Cream Pea and over again
Iph deliciows.” | o | L ke | A young nephew
duly r¢cEi?¢L1 ulienne Teenata at’ the ront
the sample Gong wrote and ashed
Soup—~Celery TWOPENCE Per Packet | e to send him
Cream — whic on a dozen. I
Was 'iitl!ph iteliclomns  aml ]uu: nt et roceived them,
quite away from_the other 1mt am enclosing 2/- PO, aml
oups I have tried

stamped envelope for roceipt”

GONG

SOUPS

TRR/A/G

AIR RAIDS, &c.

Government Insurance

FH

HOUSEHOLD GOODS, STOCK &c.,

TRES1/170/210

NOT EXCEEDING £100 IN VALUE

_/é INSURES 2£5
1/- iNsures 5()
1/6 INsURes 75

PARTIGULARS AND FORMS MAY BE OBTAINED AT ANY POST OFFIGE.

Visit T. LOWES, Draper and Silk Mercer,
101, Bedford Street, NORTH SHIELDS
Telephone No, 142 T
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